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| PREFACE. 


HOUG H the Reader will 
. find, by ſeveral Paſſages in the 
Following Book, that I am a 
Man Spirit, I take "the Liberty to 
aſſure 8 that Jam no Boaſter, when © 
17 declare that ſeveral Mungs are in- 
Led, in this Epitome concerning my na- 
tive Country, which cannot be. found in 
the largeſt Works upon the ſame Sub 
1 ec, and ſeveral Errors are correffed, . 
which had been, for Time immemorial, 
Copied by  cne Author from another, 


who 


—_  PIREPACE. 
who had never viſited the Places they 
undertook to deſcribe. 


IN the Situation and Boundaries 
of the ſeveral Counties, particularly, 

and the true Diſtance of their capital 
Tous from London, I have been 
' more careful and exact than even any for: 
mer real Traveller: And as to the Ideal © | 


Figure of each County, formed by in- 
ect ing the ſeparate Map of it, I muſt 


confeſs Thave found it uſeful to help my | 


ownMemory,and therefore recommend the 
learning of it to young Perſons, who are 
defirous to retain in their Minds ſome- 
thing of this kind of Knowledge, 


I have touched very ſlightly upon 
thoſe Particulars of old Ruins, Roads, 
and Camps waggth which other _Deſcrip- 
tions are ſo greatly ſwell d; thinking it 
Jufficient that I give my Readers a tole- 
rable Picture of what every County 
and remarkable Town now 1s, without 
amufing him with fruitleſs Enquiries 
 cencerning what it has once been. The 
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>, in every common 7. able, I have not med. 


PREFACE „ 


Numbers of Market-Towns, Members 


of Parliament, ſquare Miles, Fairs, 
and other fuch Things as may te found 


adled withal : But have been careful not 


1 1 SY Wy Txw 


to omit the Singularities of every Place, 
2 whether natural or cuſtomary, that fall 
2 9 75 my WW, ay, as being _— ba more 
a agreeable n en eee 


WH EN 1 hve ingraduced myſelf, 


1 I would willingly hope it is not done with 
a bad Grace, Zh Occafion commonly ari- 


ng from ſome Accident that was to me 


© of Importance, how trivial ſoever it 
may _ to others : But if in this I 
Have been guilty of any Exceſs, I would 
only crave of the Public the Indulgence 
| commonly ſhown to other Writers. 


WHAT 7 have farther t ſay of 


1 the preſent Treatiſe, the Reader will 
Vnd in the Introduftion to it, which: 
immediately followeth the Contents: But 
31 think it neceſſary here to advertiſe 
tbe Public, tbat 1 have now by me, 


in 


* PREFACE. 
in great Forwardneſs for the Preſs, | 
another very intereſting Work, which | 
will be a proper Companion to this.” The | 
Title I would here give, were I not 
apprehenſive that ſome one, or perhaps 
more, among the laudable Society * 
Bookſellers, might employ ſome 1 
Author 7o anticipate me in Subject, 
and perhaps to aſſume my Very Name. "i 
In due Time, however, my ſaid Friend 
the Public, who has been fo kind to my 
former little Eſſays, Shall receive Fe | 
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_ ventures of my Youth, and the 
many Perils and Dangers I had 
I/. N eſcaped, particularly that re- 
TED markable Deliverance from the 
Fer Cow's Belly, one would have 
thought I ſhould have been very glad to have 
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2 The Travels of Tom Thumb 


Eaſe and Safety, But. as great Men are often | 
debaſed with little Minds, fo little Men are | 
ſometimes exalted with great Minds. Ambi- | 
tion, and the Love of 'my Country, excited | 
me to undertake the vaſt Deſign of travelling to 
diſtant Counties, and viewing all the Cities, 


Towns, and remarkable Places. in the whole 


Kingdom of England, and Principality of Walls. 
It is impoſſible for Men of a common Genius to 
conceive the Pleaſure that great Minds enjoy in 
contemplating their own ſublime Ideas: Even I 1 
myſelf was aſtoniſhed at the Daring of my | 
own Soul, in undertaking ſo prodigious a Jour- 
mey ; and fo fully was I poſſeſſed with it, that 
I could take no Reſt Day nor Night till! ! 


had put this mighty Project in Execution. 


On the firſt of April therefore, early in the 5 
Morning, I ſet out from Hyde Park Corner, 


in order to viſit firſt the County of Berks, and 


take a View of whatever was curious there. 


The Reaſon of my beginning with this Coun- 
ty, was its commodious Situation for the Exe- 


cution of 01 Deſign, which was, to make but 
one Tour of | 


the Whole, and fave myſelf as 
much Fatigue as poſſible in the Performance of 


my vaſt Enterpriſe. And ſuch of my Readers 


as underſtand the Map of England, will ee, 


that I pitched upon the beſt Method for that 


As I was upon the Road to 
10 what I had und 
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pondering 2 5 
from the Reſult 


down to myſelf theſe two Maxims, as proper | 
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all my Reflections I laid; | 


over England and Wales. 3 


en to be obſerved by me in the whole Courſe of my 
1e Progreſs. art IS a 
i-  Firft, That in putting down my Obſervations, 
ed I would not continually repeat my own Toil, nor 
to tire my Readers with relating every Accident 
s, that befel myſelf ; as, where I lay each Night; 
le when T roſe, dined, went to Bed; how and in 
. what Time I travelled from Place to Place; 
'Z theſe being Matters that I deem of no great Im- 
portance to the Publick, which will be much 
better pleaſed to know what I remarked, than 
2 what I acted: Yet ſome Parts of my own Story 
may now and then be not unentertaining. 
t * Szcondly, That as I look upon the Exgliſb 
7 Statute oc Meaſured) Miles, to be 
long enough in Conſcience, without Way-bits 
je (lam ſure I found them ſo as to my en Particu- 
„ jar) I ſhall therefore always abide by theſe. in 
d giving the Diſtance of Places from London; fol- 
2 lowing therein the Computations of the judicious 
Mr. John Ogilby, whoſe Accuracy the beſt Men- 
2 ſurations ſince do for the moſt part but tend to 
2 juſtify. EY | 
And here I cannot help taking Notice, once 
for all, that I do not approve of the Method at 
preſent followed in the erecting of Mile - Stones 
on the ſeveral Roads, by taking the Departure 
from London at the ſeveral Extremities of the 
Suburbs thro' which thoſe Roads paſs. Mr. 
2 Ogtilby beforementioned did more wiſely, after 
the Example of the antient Romans, meaſure all 
& his Diftances from one common Center, Which 
He called the Standard, fixed at the Place where 
. B 2 Biſhoppe 
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Biſhopſgate-flreet, Leadenball. firest, Gractlutch» 
ſireet, and Cornhill meet almoſt at Right An- 
gles: Which Place is the more convenient for 
that Purpoſe, not only as thoſe Streets lead to 
the four Cardinal Points, but becauſe their Meet- 


ing is very near the General Poſt- Office. 
I his Remark comes here the more naturally 


from me, as it is notoriouſly juſtified in the 7 
Road I firſt took: For from the Standard in 
'Cornhill to Hyde Park Corner, where the Mea- 7 
ſurement begins, and from whence I began my 
Progreſs, is of itſelf a Journey ſufficient to tire 


a Man of my Bulk and Stature. 


In nothing but this Exactneſs ſhall I follow of : 


Mr. Ogilly, whoſe Works were as remarkably 


great, as I intend all mine ſhall be little, There: 
fore begging Pardon for this Digreſſion, which 
is perhaps the longeſt I ſhall make in my whole 
on; let us ne to our Is 4X 
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we 


T H 0 SE Writers yak 5 C2. to find Sms B 
Similitude between one Thing and another 
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in all they ſee and know, have compared Berk- 


ſhire: to a Man's Shoe, the Toe of which is about 

 Yindſer, and the Inſtep at Abingdon. I know not 
what faſhioned Shoes were worn when this No- 
tion firſt came up; but it doth indeed ſeem in 
the Map like one of the high-quartered Shoes 
worn by the Beaux of the preſent Age, OE | 
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2 kind of gouty Riſing between Maidenhead and 


Ann ͤ : 9 71 10 == 
The River Thames waſhes more of this Coun- 
ty than of any other it touches, making the 


entire Northern and Eaſtern Boundary between 
it and the Counties of Oxford and Bucbingham. 


Surrey and Hampſhire bound it on the South, and 


| Wilſhire on the Weſt. This Benefit from the 
* Thames gives it both Fertility and Convenience 


for the Carriage of its Commodities to London, 


of which it; ſends a great many, particularly 
Malt, Meal, and Timber. There is not a 
plweaſanter or more healthful County in the King- 
dom, tho' there are in ſome more Seats of the 
= Nobility, Other Rivers therein are, the Kennet, 
the Loddon, and the OE. | 


In the Town of Windſor, which I firſt came 
to, I ſaw little to admire: And indeed were 
there more, the Whole muſt be eclipſed by 
that magnificent Palace and Royal Fortreſs, the 
Caſtle. A nobler Situation cannot be imagined, 
nor more delightful Proſpects than it affords. 
Our victorious Edward the Third, who was born 
here, rebuilt it from the Ground, and made it 
glorious by his Reſidence, the Inſtitution of the 
Order of the Garter, and the Impriſonment of 


the Kings of France and Scotland at the ſame time. 


Our two great Queens, Elizabeth and Anne, allo 


took Delight in this Palace, It hath indeed ſuch 


rich Furniture, ſuch fine Paintings, and ſo many 
other Curioſities, that I could willingly have 
ſpent more of my Time here than was proper. 


But during the ſhort Stay I made, there was a 
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Chapter held i in St. George's Chapel, for the Ad- 
miſſion of two new Knights ; the Splendor of | 
which Ceremony was beyond what I had ever | 
ſeen, and too much for me to deſcribe. | 
Inſtead of thatß I ſhall rake Notice of two 
Errors that many young People are led into 
concerning this Order, It was not a Garter that 
the Counteſs of Salisbury dropt in dancing, that 
King Edward honoured by this Inſtitution ; 
but his own Garter, which had been the Signal 
at the Battle of Cre: And as to the Blue 
Ribband wore croſs the Left' Shoulder of the 
Knights Companions, tho it be a Token that 


the noble Perſons who wear it belong to this 
Order, yet is it not the Garter itſelf, which you 


may ſee upon the Left Leg, finely ornamented, 

and buckled below the Knee of the Breeches. 
Maidenhead, though a Market Town, is no 

Pariſh, but ſtands in the Vicarage of Bray, fo 


famous for being kept by the fame Man under all 


the Changes of Religion and Government. 
Reading is a large and populous 'Town, bigger 


than many Cities, and ſtands commodioufly up- 


on the River Kennet, a little before it falls into 


5 Thames, Here is the County Jail and Gal- 
lows, and the Ruins of a large Abbey founded 


by King Henry I. who was buried in it. Arch: 
biſhop Laud, who was beheaded, was born here, 
and left large Gifts to Charity, which are in 
enjoyed. 
Miles from the Standard. I obſerved in the 
Churchyard of St. Giles here, a Curiofity that 
wy never taken Notzes of by any ſormer 1558 
| 3 veller : 


This Town is ſomewhat above 40 3 


over England and Wales. 7 


veller: It is an Epitaph over the Grave of a 
| Gardener, which the People told me was erected 


by a erary Lawyer, and runs as follows : : 


Under this Sto; 
L.. ies the Bons 
Of honeſt Thomas Gray, 
Who loved Jean, 
His truſty Wife, 

Al! During Life, 
As, all the Neighbour fay: 
And they ne er fell out by the Way. 

He was as true as Steel to Joan, 
And left this World without Moan: 

Being timely prepar'd for —_ 

Freely he refign'd his Breath; 
And as a Token of his Memory, 
This Monument was here erected by 
NEP DaLBr. 


Ning dow and airy are other large Places, 
of corfiderable Trade, Wallingford is antient, 
and has been much bigger than at preſent. 

The great King Alfred was born at Wantage; 
a few Miles to the South-Weſt of which Town 
is the White Horſe, ſaid to be made by his Di- 
rection in Memory of a great Victory over the 
Heathen Saxons - It is the Fi igure of a Horſe, 
bigger than one ſide of St. Paul's, and cut in a 
Hill of Chalk, from whence it may be ſeen at a 


| vaſt Diftance. 


While I was in this County, I had the oppor- 
tunity of — a Manour Cuſtom which had not 
'B 4 been 


8 Yhe Travels of Tom Thumb 


been put in force for ſome Years before. An old 
Woman of about Sixty, whoſe Husband left her a 
Copyhald Farm at Enborne, had committed a 
youthful Trick, which forfeited her Eſtate, and | 
obliged her to ſubmit, in order to have it again, | 
to ride backward upon a black Ram, holding the | 
Tail in her Hands, and . the following 
Words to the Steward: 
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| Here Tam, riding uhon a Black Ram, 

Like a Whore as am; 

And for my Crincum Crancum, 

Have loft my Bincum Bancum ; 

And far my Tails Game, 

Am brought to this worldly Shame : 

Therefore, good Mr. Steward, ve. me have 
my Lands again. F es 
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The ola Woman did not "gp 8 f 
becauſe the ſaid her Mother and Graiidmothiee 
had both done the ſame Thing before, "being * 
two laſt that had ſubter'd this ee 5 
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Af m my HS Hanphure out of Berlſlire. 1 

took the Opportunity of ſeeing the Walls of 
Silchefter, being all that now remains of a great 
City, that is ſaid to have been burnt down by 
Sparrows For the Houſes: being thatch'd, the 
ene that beſieged it tied Fire to a great 


wed 9 Number 
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'A Number of thoſe Birds, who flying into the 
2 'Thatch to rooſt, the whole 99 was at once 
c ſet! in a Blaze. 
1, The Figure of Han „le may be compared 
\c to a Bell, f which the 2 of Wight may ſerve 
g for the Knob of the Clapper. It has Berifhire 
on the North Surrey and Suſſex on the Eaſt, 
| the Sea on the South, and on the Weſt Dor/ets 
ire and Wilmhire.. The Rivers are Tees, lies, — 
2 Ings Stour. and Avon, 
The Air of Hampſhire is temperate, but 
thick, on account of its Nearneſs to the Sea. 
The Soil ! is exceeding rich and fertile, producing 
0 Corn, Wood, and Graſs in abundance. Here 
is the beſt Bacon and the beſt Honey in the 
whole Kingdom, and the Creeks and Rivers 
8 abound with Fiſh, = - | 
XZ © In the City of i nehoſter i is a fine Cathedral, | 
2 College and Free School, and a noble Palace 
begun by King Charles II, but never finiſhed. 
IT be Biſhop of Wincheſter is Prelate of the Order 
M of the Garter before mention'd. f 
But du an, 79 Miles FONG Louie is 
8 3 the County Town, becauſe the County 
& is denominated — it. It is ſtill a large hand- 
ſome Place, but has been much more conſider- 
able formerly, when it was. almoſt the Center of 
our Trade. 
Prom this — 1 made Auepsge to the | 
3 Ifle of Night, which is reckonedꝭ a Part of 
I | = Hampſhire, and lies diſtant from che. .neareſt 
Main Land about four or five Miles. 1 landed 
at the Port of Goren, which ſtands upon the 
Ora | — Mob 
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of the Iſland, and fo called from the Capital, which 
lies up higher upon it, and is a large populous 
Town. At a ſmall Diſtance from it is Cariſ- 
brook Caſtle, where King Charles the Fir was 


of Newton and nmz, neither of which wy 
contemptible. - | 
The Air of the Ille of Wight is pleaſant an, 
bealthful, and the Soil ſo exceeding fertile, chat 
one Year's Crop is ſuſſicient to ſerve the Inhabi- 
tants ſeven Years. When I read in the Hiſtory 
25 this Iſland, that it had once been a Kingdom, 
it put me in mind of the Empire of Lilliput, and 
made me exult with Joy to think what a happy 


dence had found for me a ſuitable Match, and 
bleſſed me with a numerous Poſterity, eſpecially 
as I might have depended upon having the King 
of Great Britain for my good Ally, 

Portſmouth is a Place of great Strength both by 


the chief Se of the Royal Fleet, and a 
Magazine for Naval Stores and Proviſions, as 


reſt, by not being at a great Diſtance from it, 

fur niſhes it commodiouſly with Timber... 
In this Foreſt, which was made by King 

qual liam the Conqueror, who deſtroyed a great 


Mouth of the River Newport, the Principal Stream 


kept a Priſoner. Beſides this, I viſited the Towns 


Patriarch J might 2 have reigned, if Provi- ' 


Sea and Land, has a noble Harbour, is one of 


well as a Nurſery for Seamen. The New Fo- 


many Churches and Villages for that Purpoſe, 
1 that I Tohabirants ill ſhew the Place where his Son 
Milliam Rufus'waskilled in hunting by Sir alter 


— 2 > 


8 ; and I was in Company with a Farmer, | 
'F | Who 


FF G a hes 


r - *_ 


no 1 


c © 1G PT. 


. 


S Kr 


3X /thire, It is pretty near of an oyal Figure, being 
RT B 6 
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' who boaſted of the Antiquity of his Family, 


becauſe his Great Grandfather's Great Grand- 
father's Great Grandfather, &c. about 20 De- 
grees off, was the Man who. carry'd the King's 
Body in his ow Cart to Wincheſler, In this 


* Foreſt was formerly an Oak, which the People 


tell you budded always on a Chriſimas Day; but 
I could not meet with one Perſon who would af- 


firm he had ever ſeen it: And when I was there 


they talked mightily of agroaning Oak, which 
I found, upon Examination, to be only an old 
Tree ſplit by the W ind, which caus'd it to make 


At Stockbridge, in this County, it amazed me 


> a Noiſe on every Motion. 


to hear the Hoſtler of the Inn where I quartered 


found on Sunday that he was ſo in fact, when 
putting on his beſt Apparel, and over that his 


2 Gown, his own Maſter, who was Town Ser- 
2 jeant, carry'd the Mace before his Worſhip to 


Church. 


* 


I was pleaſed with the Sight of Baſing-Houſe, 


1 the Duke of HBolton's Seat, on account of the 
Siege it held out againſt Cromivell's Forces in the 
Time of the Civil Wars. 5 


8 


WILTSHIRE. | 


1 E 72 Iyhire is ſurrounded by Hampſhire, Berk- 


„ ſprre, Glaucefterſhine, Somerſetſhire, and Dor- 
longeſt 


89 <4 - 


2 * If 3 — = 
— — — 3 — 
— . — — © pt 
— . 


— . — 
we i DA 
— 


2 O VS 
—_— — 
. 


— 


— — — 
— — Y — 


— — 


* — 
* — — — 
—— 
* * wy m . 1 — — 
— «r ũ˙ä ũ !!2««„4„ͤ%.᷑?] k.. —vÜ—e . —ͤ YO ̃ 2» 2 wy — 
* » 


— — — Be 
— Roy 


g 


— 


3 
LT, * 


. 
11 
i, 

* 
* * 
: 
{3 
C222) 
wt} 
- 8 
* 
14 
* 
+ 
* 
; 
$1 i 
1 
1 

1 

$198 

\ 

T5 fy 
1158 
3. 
2 1 
* 
. 
i; 
wy. 
i;H 
W's 
! _ 
n 
| 
* 


—— 
— 


— 
2 — 
—— 


— 
gt FIT 

— 2 
—7 * 


— 


— 
— IT 


e 
9 EEC "he 
——ꝛ— 
3 
— 
2 


— — 
ot — 
. A — 
8 — — 


* 3 tom 4 
ag > 6 
4 — 4. He Vit 
5 — — — * 
om — 
2 - 


12 The 7 fone 6 of Tom Thumb 


longeſt from South to North. Here are two Ri- 
vers of the Name of Avon, beſides which are 

the Willi, the Bourne, and the Kennet. 4 
I found the Air in this County very ſweet 
and healthy, but ſomewhat ſharp upon the Hills 


in Winter, The Middle Part, called Salisbury, 


Plain, and Marlborough Downs, affords the beſt 
of Paſture for Sheep. Knot-grafs, in ſome Places, 
grows to near 20 Feet in length. But the chief 
Dependence of the Trade of Wilthire is upon 
the Clothing. B 
Salisbury, or Wop . is remarkable for 
the Beauty of the Cathedral, and the Height of 


the Steeple, which was formerly 407 Foot 8 
Inches. A Man that flew down this Steeple up- 
on a Rope, in the Reign of King James, had ©: 
the Offer of a Patent that Nobody ſhould do it 
but himſelf, When I was up it, the largeſt Peo- 
ple below appeared even under my own Stature, 


which gave me great Comfort. The Church 
hath as many Doors as there are Months, Win- 


* dows as there are Days, and Pillars as there are | 


Hours in the Year, Upon this Occaſion were 3 
"written the following Verſes: 3 i 


As many Days as in one Year aw "ml 

So many Windows in one Church we ſee; ; 

As many Marble Pillars there appear, 7 

As there are Hours throughout the fleeting W 
. Year: H 


As many Gates as Moons oneYear does view:-- 


Stran ge Tale, to tell, yet not more ſtrange 1 
The 


Field, which is called by 
the Honour to be fo ſolemnly repreſented. 
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The Biſhop” s Palace, and the Council ' or 
Tcwn-houſe, are fine Buildings. A Stream of 


clear Water runs thro? almoſt every Street of this 
City, 


which is of great Uſe to the Inhabitants. 
Theſe Streams are not deep; yet I narrowly 


eſcaped drowning in one of them, being thrown 

in by a little ſnarling Dog that run out againſt 
me from one of the Houſes. e is a N 
from London. 


While I was here, I bo be thewn O12 


Sarum, which I thought muſt be a conſiderable 


Town, as it ſtill ſends two Members to Parlia- 
ment : But my Guide took me into an open 
that Name, and has 
This 
gave me ſome Reflections upon the Improvements 


that might be made in the Conſtitution of my na- 
tive Country. 


No Traveller comes this Way, that does not 
take particular Notice of the Earl of Pembrole's 
fine Houſe and Gardens at Wilton: But the 
greateſt Curioſity in this County, and perhaps 


in the Kingdom, is Stone-Henge, upon Salisbury 


Plain, near Ambersbury, which has puZzled all 


the Learned to find out how, and for what Pur- 


poſe it was erected. I ſhall not enter into a particu- 
lar Deſcription of this Antiquity, it having been 


already ſo often given by former Travellers: How- 


ever, I can take upon me to ſay, there is no Truth 


in what the Country People relate of the Stones 
which compoſe it, that there is no telling their 
Number: For I told them myſelf five Times over, 
| and found them always the ſame, And as to my 


private 
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private Opinion of the 9 Deſign and Uſe of 


| this wonderful Structure, I agree with Mr. Aubry 
and Dr. .Stukelzy, that it was the grand Heathen 
Temple of the Druids for the whole Country 
about. That the Barrows, or monumental 
Hills, ſo many of which are found within Sight 
of Stone- Henge, were Burial-Places, is manifeſt 
from the Raue and other Tokens found in 
them. 

At Abery, near Martoraygh, are the Remains 
of another Temple fo large, that the whole Vil- 
lage is contained within the "las of it now re- 
maining. 3 
M anſdyle, a ſupria ing Ditch.i in this .County, 
of vaſt Extent, was the Boundary between 
ſome of the antient Nations inhabiting Bri- 


DORSETSHIRE. 


Pi: is ſhaped like a Wedse, -the "7" 
End of which runs into Deuonſpire, and the 


thick End is towards Wiliſpire and Hampſhire. 


It is ſurrounded beſides with Somerſolſire on the 
North-Weſt, and by the Sea on the South. The 
Principal Rivers here are the Stour and. the 
Froome. 

I found the Air in general. to be very health- 
ful, but moſt, temperate towards the Sea. The 
Soil is fertile, affording, beſides Corn and Hemp, 
bc Paſture both for Black Cattle and Sheep. 


In 
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In the Idle of Poriland, 'the moſt foutherly Part of 
this County, I ſaw the Quarries from which they 
dig that excellent Stone for Building, which is 
uſed in moſt publick Edifices. The great Church 
of St. Paul's was built with it, and ſo will be the 
Bridge at H/e/tmin/ter. They call Purbeck an 


1 Ifland alfo, tho' it is not properly ſo; and here 
s found the beſt Tobacco Pipe Clay in England. 


In this County are Manufactures of both Li- 
nen and Woollen, plenty of Fleſh and Fowl, and 
e 4 good ſtrong Beer. Upon the whole, 


I the Dor/et/hire People are very proud of their 
Country, and I ſhould have been ill uſed for at- 


tempting to compare any other with it, if my 


duiminutive Size had not been my Protection. 


Dare you difpute, ſaid they, the Opinion , King 
Charles the Second, who declared he never ſaw, 


.B finer Country, either in England or out of it? 


 Dorchefler, the County Town, has three 
large Streets, and three Pariſh Churches, It is 
126 Miles from London. Here is a good Manu- 
facture of Serge; and about it are ſeveral Re- 
mains of Roman Antiquities : But the chief Plates 
of Trade are Lyme Regis and Pool, both conſi- 


4 | derable Sea Ports. At the firſt of them landed 


the Duke of Monmouth, when he came againſt 
the Popiſh King James, his Uncle: But being 
taken, his Head was cut off for it upon Totwer- 
Hill, and à great many of his Followers were 


1 *barbarouſly put to Death by the cruel Judge 


©. 'Bherborn, tho conſiderably inland, ſeems the 
moſt populous Town in the County, and has a 


very 
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very beautiful Church,: -Shaftsbury is pleaſantly 
ſituated on a Hill; but has no Water except what 
the Inhabitants fetch at a Quarter of a Mile 
diſtance from the Manour of - Gillingham; to the 
Lord of which they pay a yearly Ceremony of 
Acknowledgment. As I endeavoured tobe preſent 
at as many of theſe local Ceremonies -as I could 
throughout my whole Journey, I took care to be 
here on the Monday before Holy Thurſday, when 
they dreſſed up a Garland very richly, calling it 
the Prize Beſom, and carry'd it to the Manour 
Houſe, attended by a Calf's Head and a Pair of 
Gloves, that were preſented to the Lord. This 
done, the Prize Beſom was returned again with 
the ſame Pomp, and taken to Pieces; juſt like a 
Milk- Maid's May. Day Garland, being made up 
of all the Plate that can be got together among 
neee, r 
But one of the greateſt Curioſities I met with 
in Dorſelſpire was the Swannery, in Portland 
Lake, which contained. when T was there up- 
wards of ſeven thouſand Swans 


Ti 


- 7 ＋ « 
5 
' N * FY x : R 5 
* . * . 1 : o : * ? 
0 4 ; z 2 y 4 ws 5 % W454 , bY \ & > + 4 
I = » . y * po” 
: ; : KS 5 9 8 ? : > 
- * oy 4 - n 
* , * * < E * 9 * LL. * 45 4A 4 q . 3 
* * * 1 0 Fe yy $ ** » 5 * 3 s : 
G . y SEE =; * 
* Was * £ : —_— a 


1.8 M next Stage was into Devonſbire, which, 


next to Yorkſhire,” is the largeſt County in 
England, and pretty near of a ſquare Figure. It is 
bounded on the North by the Briſtol. Channel, 
or Severn Sea, and en the Sauth by the Engliſb 
Channel. I enter'd it on the Eaſt from Dorſet- 
„ 8 ſhire 3 


* 
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422 ; but Samerſetſbire is the longeſt Boundary 


on that Side, and Cornwall alone confines it on 
the Weſt. As this is a billy Country within 
Land, and borders ſo much upon the Sea, it 


A { abounds with Rivers, the chief of which are the 
>” Tamar and the Ex. 


« In the mountainous Parts of this County I 


% found the Air very ſharp, but in the Vallies it 
was milder: And the ſame Difference I obſerved 
4 in the Soil; for the Hills are barren, and the 
* Lands fruitful by Nature, and more fo thro' 
the Induſtry of the Inhabitants, who pare off and 
burn the Surface of the Land to enrich the 
Mould below, which they call Denſbiring. 
4 There is a Diſpute between this County and 
pon concerning the Goodneſs of their 
g 0 yder, which, when J came here, I propoſed 
| to ary myſelf a Judge of: But ſeeing ſo many 
People, poor as well as rich, laid up with the 
22 and hearing them aſcribe their Misfortune 
to the drinking of too much ſweet Cyder, I 
did not chuſe to make ſree with a Liquor, that 
ag have produced a Conſequence wow incon- 
| venient for a Traveller... N 
„ Ihe chief Commodities here are Corn, Cat- 
1 # tle, Fiſh, Fowls, Wool, Kerſies, Serges, Bone 
Lace, Lead, Tin, Cyder, and Load- ſtones: 
Here are alſo Mines of Silver, which, tho' now 
neglected, becauſe of the great Plenty of that 
Metal elſewhere, did formerly turn to good. Ac- 
count. | 
Exeter is a large City, of great Trade, and 
A | ftands upon a riſing Ground, at the Diſtance of 
| 172 
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172 Miles from London. It conſiſts: of four | 


principal Streets (beſides leſſer ones) which meet 
together at a handſome Conduit, The Cathedral 
is a magnificent Pile of Building, and was four 
hundred Years in bringing to Perfection. The Ca- 
ſtle and the Biſhop's Houſe are alſo worthy of 
Notice, Ships unlade about four Miles below the 
City, at Newton Port, from whence the Commo- 
dities are brought up in flat-bottom'd Barges, the 
Channel having been formerly maliciouſſy choak- 
ed up by one of the Earls of Devonfbire. 
Pgqmouth is a populous increaſing Town, and 
has a Royal Haven, Dock, and Yard, next in 
Reputation to Porſmouth. It has a good Ci- 
tadel, and before it a famous Light-houſe upon 
Eayſtme Rock. The firſt Building here of this 
Sort was blown down in the great Wind in 
1703, and Mr. Minſtanh, the Projector, was 
in it. 

Dartmouth, beſides being a Place of Trade, 
is famous for the Defence made in it by the Wo- 
men, in the Reign of King Henry IV, when the 
French Beſiegers were routed, and their Genera}, 
with ſeveral others, made Priſoners. 

In the Pariſh Church of Tiverton lies the 


Body of Edward Courtney, Earl of. Devonſhire, 


and his Countels Katharine, with this * 
bt over them: 


He, ho, who * Bere ? . 

is I, the good Earl of Devonſhire, 
With Kate my Wife, to me full dear : 
As lived together fifty-five Year ; 


That 
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That we ſpent, we had; | 


That we left, we let; 
That we gave, we have. 


There is a Bridge over the ſmall River Lid, 
near Lidford, where the Water is fo penn'd in 
between two Rocks, that, by continual work- 
ing, it has made a Fall fo deep that it cannot be 
ſeen below, but only the Noiſe of it heard. I could 
not help reſlecting at this Place, that a Man of 
fix Foot high would ſtand a much worſe Chance 
by falling into it, than I did in the little Rivulet 
at Salisbury; ſo that my Diſadvantages were 
not ſo great beyond other Men, as the Pride of 
your Jarge People prompts them to imagine, 


CORNWALL. 


T* HE Figure of Carnwall agrees with the 
Name, which ſignifies a Country in the Shape 

of a Horn, or Horns, For the whole grows. 
taper from Devonſhire, where alone it joins to any 


| other Land, quite to the Weſtern Extremity. 


Or the two Points of the Land's End and the 
Lizard, ſeen off at Sea from the South-Weſt, 
muſt reſemble a Pair of Horns thruſting them» 
ſelves out into the Ocean. In ſo narrow a 
Country I did not expect any conſiderable Ri- 
vers. The chief is the Tamar, before men- 


tioned in Devonſhire, between which and Corn 


wall it ſerves for a Boundary. There ate beſides, 
284181 I found 


* 
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I found the Air here. pretty bleak, but not 
unhealthy in general, though the ſudden Guſts 
of Wind are ſometimes very perniclotis. * The 
Soil-is too ſhallow, eſpecially upon the hilly Parts, 
to be very fruitful; but the Valleys yield plenty 
of Graſs, and near the Sea, being manured with 
Ore-weed, produce conſiderable” Qeantities of 
Corn. Beſides Tin, of which here is the moſt' 
and heft of any Part of the WorJd, this County 
affords Copper, fine Slate, French Wheat, and 
Fiſh, Ae Pilchards, of which the Natives 
told me 500,000 were once caught at a Draught ; 
and I verily believe I did once my ſelf ſee near 
half that Number taken. 

The Corniſh People talk ſo much of. Giants; 
and are themſelves fuch active robuſt Men, that 
it would have given me ſome Mortification if I 
had not refleed, that the Merit of a Man ought 
to be computed only from the Greatneſs of his 
Soul. With this Reflection I comforted my ſelf, 
though indeed it is not altogether juſt, which I 
did not then perceive. But one Day ſince my 
Return from all my Toils, I got introduced into 
one of the loyal Societies that formed themſelves 
upon the breaking out of the Rebellion. Here, 
Without * conſidering,” I offered myſelf, in the 
Heat of my Zeal, for a Gentleman Volunteer, 
urging, that I had as great a Soul as any Man 
preſent. But a fly old Cuff that ſat in a Gornes, 
looking on me with a contemptuous Sneer, 
replied, Very like, Sir; but the Soul does not 
carry the Musket, Since that Day I have been 
obliged, in ſpite of me, to allow ſome Advan- 

tages 
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tages in a Man- 8. Strength and. Stature. But to 
ceturn. 
anne the neareſt large Town to "Pal, 
fre, is the Place where moſt of the County Bu- 
| ſtneſs is tranſacted. It is divided into the two 
different Juriſdictions of Newport and Dunevet, 
Falmouth is famous for its fafe and commo» 
dious Harbour, defended by the Caſtles of St. 
 Maws and Pendennis. The Mayor of Trure, 
| 'where the Coinage of Tan is kept, i is alſo Mayor 
of Falmouth, _ 
As I was in de it the Time of the laſt 
general Election, I was witneſs. of the Party- 
Struggles that then paſſed, in a County that 
ſends twenty Members more to Parliament 
than the whole Principality of Wales, and as 
many within one as the whole en of 
Scotland. 

Near Penſance is e a Rock y- 
ing on ſome others, which was formerly a great 
Curioſity; for it was fo equally. poiſed, that a 

Man might move it with one Finger. But in 
Cromwels Time it was thrown out of its Place 
by an ignorant Governor of Pendennis Caſtle. 
The Hurlers, three Circles of large Stones, which 

*. be Country Inhabitants believe to have been 

en metamorphoſed, are by the Learned thought 
to be only Funeral- Monuments, like many others 
in different Parts of the Kingdom. 

The Land's End, the fartheſt Point of Eng- 

land Weſtwards, is 300 Miles from London. 1 

did a venture from thence over the *. to the 
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Illes of Scilly, as I was aſſured there was nothing 
there to * ſeen worthy: of Notice. 


| $ OME R 8 E T 8 H IR E. | 


I? Wa forced to. travel back again g this 
ng County, and then to croſs all Devonſpire, 
nee J came to the next Spot J had to viſit, 
the County of Somerſet. I could compare this to 
nothing more properly than a Blade of one of 
thoſe Knives, having a ſemicircular Edge, with 
which the Clinckers in Shoemakers Shops cut 
their Leather, and Cheeſemongers their Cheeſe. 
T have often ſeen a Knife of the ſame Shape like- 
wiſe for chopping of Sewet to make Pudding, 
The Back, where the Handle ſhould be, is 
waſhed by the Briſtol Channel, and the Edge is 
ſurrou nadel by Devonſbire, Derſehire, Wilt 2 
and Glouceſterſhire, ; 
The chief Rivers in this County are the . 
von, upon which ſtand the Cities of Bath and 
Bri/tol ; the Brent, the Parret, the Axe, the & 
Frome, and the Tome. 
I found here univerſilly a mild, generally a 
wholeſome, and upon the hilly Parts an exceed- 
ing fine Air. The Soil is various; the Hills, as 
in moſt Countries, not being fo fertite as Fir 
Plains. The Country about Taunton, called 
Taunton Dean, is the richeſt Part of the whole 
County, producing plenty of Corn, Graſs, and 
Fruit for Cyder, Other Commodities in Somer- 
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| ſerſhire ate Cattle, Lead, Woad for Dyers, 
; Chedder Cheeſe, Lapis Calaminaris, and Bri/tol 

Stones. But one of the greateſt Glories of the 

County is, that it has been a principal Seat of 

the Woollen Manufacture; and the Inhabitants 

do not doubt but it will be fo again, when once 
2 ſtop is put to the wicked Practice of running 
our Wool over to France by the Owlers. | 


but not properly in the County of Somerſet, having 
the Privileges of a County itfelf, and extending on 
both Sides the Avon, which here divides Somer- 
ſetſhire from Glhuceſterſpire. However, I follow 
the common Method in deſcribing it here. This 
City is not antient, but at preſent exceeding rich. 
and populous, all the People ſeeming to have a 
Turn for Commerce. They have ſeveral 
fine Churches, Hoſpitals, and other Publick 
Buildings. St. Mary RatclifPs Church, in par- 
ticular, is thought to be the largeſt in England 
that is Parochial. Other Things remarkable 
| here are, the hot Medicinal Waters, for which 
there is great Demand; the Glaſs- Houſes, fif- 
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yields. thoſe fine Stones, Treſembling Diamonds, 


a No Cart is ſuffered in the Streets of Br;#ol, for \ 


fear of damaging the Pavement. It is diſtant 
1 from London 115 Miles. r eee 


| Bath, 10 Miles higher up the Avon, is the 
| Seat of Pleaſute and Gaiety, having grown in- 
to. a -confiderable City only through the Reſort 

| of Nobility and Gentry to uſe the Waters. My 


Time 


0.1 ra RO Gy” 


Bri/tdl is the ſecond trading City in England, 


teen in Number; and St, Vincent's Rock, which 


Perſon contributed zimoſt as much, the ſhort 


. 
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Time I was there, to the Diverſions of the Places 
as Mr. Naſb's white Hat and droll Behaviour. 
Several Ladies offered to take me upon their 
Laps, in their Chairs, and carry me with them 
into the Women's Bath, if I was inclined to uſe 
Bathing. But the Propoſal appeared to me ſo in- 
decent, though perhaps no harm was meant by 
it, that it prevented my. Bathing at all. Beſides, 
J was willing to avoid giving Offence, as I muſt 
have done, by preferring one Lady's Company to 
another. I was likewiſe ſo much teaz'd to game, 


which I had always an Averſion to, that the 


Gentlemen, as well as the Ladies, contributed to 
drive me from the Place ſooner than I intended. 
Wells, the third City in this County, is re- 
markable for an exceeding beautiful Church, 
But the Curioſity moſt talked of is Glaftonbury, 
where was antiently a rich Abbey, now almoſt 
run to Ruin. I went thither on Chri/tmas Day, 
in order to ſee the blooming of the famous 
Thorn; but learned upon ſtrict Enquiry, tho' 
the Country People were loth to own it, that 
the Bloſſoms had fallen off a Week before; 
which confirmed me in what I had heard judi- 
cious Perſons ſay, that there was no miraculous 
Property in this 'Tree, but only that it naturall 
blows about the midſt of Winter, and therefore 
ſometimes happens to be in Bloom upon this 
Feſtival. : ..-. ... t ox. doit 
At Kilmerſdon, in this County, is a Cuſtom like 
that I mentioned at Enborne in Beriſbire: But the 
moſt ſingular Somerſetſpire Cuſtom is what they call 
Burning of the Hill, practiſed at the Hills of 
La = | Aendip. 
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| Mendip. If a Miner is detected here in ſteal- 
ing the Lead Ore, they ſhut him up in one of 
their little Huts, which they ſurround with dry 
Furz and Fern, and ſet it on fire. If the Male- 
factor can throw down the Hut and make his 
Eſcape, he may ; if not, there he muſt be burnt 
to Death. I had not, nor did I defire, an Op- 
portunity to ſee an Inſtance of this Puniſhment. 
At Stanton-Drew is an antient Stone Monu- 
ment, ſomething like that at Stonehenge in Mili- 
ſhire, but more hid by Trees, Wofey Hole is a 


g_ „ 2 


the Roof of which drops a Water that turns 
Earth into Stone, and reflects the Light of a 
Candle very beautifully, I did not care to ſtay 
* long in a Place ſo damp and cold, or the Coun- 
„ try People would have perſuaded me I had ſeen 
& the Reſemblance of a thouſand "Things in this pe- 
, trified Matter. 
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| SOUTH F ALES: 


| C ROSS IN G the Severn from Briftol,. 


"_ my next Task was to viſit the Counties of 
4 South Wales, which are theſe ſix in the Order I 


took them, 1. Glamorganſhire ; from which 
| Northwards lies, 2. Brecknock/hire; Weſt of 
that, 3. Caermarthenſhire ; farther Weſt, 4. 
* Pembrokeſhire ; North-eaſt of that, 5, Cardigan 


upon the South, is _ by Brecknackſpire be- 


fore 


wo 


vaſt Cave, divided into ſeveral Apartments, from 


hire; and, 6, Eaſtward, Radnorſhire, which 
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fore mentioned. This whole Diviſion-is'bordered 
on the South by the Br:/?s! Channel; on the 
Weſt by St. George's Channel:; on the North by 
Merioneth and Montgomery Shires in North Wales; 
and on the Eaſt by Shropſhire, Herefordſhire, 
and Monmouthſhire in England : Tt is a kind of 
Quadrangle, having the Sides curved inwards be- 
tween the ſeveral Corners. | 
The principal Rivers in South Wales, are the 
Teity, the Rhydal, the T/iwith, the Clethye, the 
Dougledye, the Toty, the Cathy, the Tave, the 
Ogmore, the Romney, the Me, the Temb, the 
Nie, the Irvon, and ſome others, 
As to the Air, it is more cold and piercing in 
Radnor and Cardigan Shires, than in the reſt, on 
account of the more hilly Situation, Glamer- 
gan, Caermarthen and Pembroke Shires, have a fine 
temperate Air, and a Soil equal to moſt in Eng- 
land, Brecknackfhire is pretty much ſhielded from 
Intemperature by the ſurrounding Hills. Com- 
modities in theſe Counties are Sheep, Cattle, 
.Cheeſe, Horſes, Pit-Coal, Fiſh, Fowl, Corn 
and Lead. „ | Wo 
The Towns at preſent worthy of Notice, 
are Cardiff, Brecknock, Caermarthen, Pembroke, 
Haverford Me, Cardigan and Aberiſtwith. 
The two Epiſcopal Seats, Landaſf and St. David's, 


drals. 3 3 
Cardiff is well built, moderately large, and 


Pembroke. . 
— B recknock 


are ſo inconſiderable, as not to have any Mar- 
' ket, but have both pretty handſome old Cathe · 
685 


has a good Caſtle, belonging to the Earl of 
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\ Brecknock has ſome Share of the Cloathing 
Trade, and was antiently a ſtrong Fortreſs. At 
Bealt, in the ſame County, is carried on a con- 
ſiderable Stocking Manufacture. 
Caermarthen is ſo much frequented by the 
Gentry, that it is the London of South Wales; 
and as J always made it a Rule to keep the beſt 
Company, I choſe this for the chief Place 
of my Reſidence. Here is alſo a conſiderable 
Frade, and a great Number of induftrious thri- 
ving Inhabitants. The Diſtance from London is 
206 Miles. 8 
My own Pedigree being derived from the 
Caurt of King Arthur, I had always a great 
Reſpect for the Welch Nation, as the true Re- 
mains of the Old Britons; and for the ſame Rea- 
fon thought myſelf entitled, on St. David's 
Day, to wear a Leek. As I choſe one of the 
largeſt Sort, it was ſome what burdenſome, and 
made me conceit I looked like one of the Men 
of Kent, when they came to meet William the 
* Conqueror, bearing each Man a Tree aloft over 
his Head. But I had not long ſhewn myſelf be- 
fore I was called to Account, and obliged to 
* ſpend the whole Afternoon to ſatisfy the Men 
of Family how I became entitled to this Ho- 
nour. EE 
| Pembroke is the next Town to Caermarthen, 
both for Extent and Riches, in all South Wales. 
It ſtands upon Milford Haven, the fineſt in all 
Great Britain, and carries on a large Trade in. 
= Merchandize, A great many Gentry make it 
their Place of Reſidence. | 
| | 3 Haver - 
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- Haverford Maſt is another large, populous, and 
trading Town in the. fame County, being the 
uſual Place of holding the A flizes. 

Cardigan is large and well peopled, having a 
conſiderable Trade to {reland, chiefly in Lead. 
Abery/twith has alſo a Lead Trade, and another 
in Fiſh, eſpecially Cod and Herrings. 
- Caerphilly Caſtle, in Glamorganſhire, ſhews, 
by the Remains of it, that. it has been little in- 
ferior to Vindſor itſelf, and even now deſerves 
fl particular Notice. My Intention was, after 
Li ſeeing this, to venture on reading the famous 
i Inſcription at Mynydb Margan, the doing off 
which, the Country People told me,would be jin- | 
ftant Death: But when I came there, not a 
Letter could I find, nor do I believe there has 
been one theſe Hundred Years, I had alſo the 
Curioſity to viſit the Ifle of Barry, in the Bri/tol 
1 in a Rock which, we are told, may be 
heard the Sound of a Smith's Bellows, Forge, 
and Hammer. I could not indeed find any Man 
that would affirm he heard them with his own 
Ears: And for my own Part, tho' I likened 7 
with all poſſible Attention, I am ſatisfied that 
if any ſuch Perſon as this Smith lives there, he 
was keeping Holiday all the Time I was near his 
Shop. Ot : 
| About two Miles from Brecknock Town is 
Brecknock- Meer, a Lake fo crouded with Fiſh, 
that ſome of the People would have perſuaded | 
me a Man might walk upon them. I did not 
learn however that any Body had ever tried, and 
| for me to make the Experiment, I thought, would 
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be dangerous, as my ſmall Carcaſe might flip 
through a leſs Vacuity than another Man's. The 


elch have a Tradition that this Lake, like that 
of Sodom, ſtands where once was a great City, 
deſtroyed alſo like Sodom, for its Iniquities. It 


is indeed ſurpriſingly full of Fiſh. 


In the ſingle County of Caermarthen the In- 
habitants ſnew two or three antient Monuments, 
which they call by the ſame Name of Brerdh 
Arthur. And fo fond are the Welch in general 
of the Name of this Prince, that they. add it to 


almoſt every Thing they cannot plainly other- 
wiſe account for, To believe the Stories they 
tell of him, is almoſt as difficult as to believe the 


Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, But I 
have a Manuſcript by me, which perhaps may, 
one Time or other, ſet the Publick right con- 


cerning the Hiſtory of that great Brityh Mon- 


arch. It alſo contains ſome Particulars ef 


Merlin, the famous Welch Prophet and Conju- 
rer, who was born at Caermarthen, and lived in 


the Reign of Arthur. | 
In Pembrokeſhire, near St. David's, I was 


ſmhewyn another large Stone, like that I mentioned 
in Cornwall, which the Inhabitants told me did 


alſo formerly rock, but was diſplaced by the Oli- 
verian Soldiers. As theſe Stories are ſo much 
alike, and there is ſuch an Affinity between the 
Welch and the Corniſb People, I will not pre- 
tend to ſay which of them was borrowed from 
the other. They have a Food in this County 
called Black Butter, made of a particular Sort of 


Sea-Weed thrown up by the Sand, and much 
C 3 recom- 
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recommended; but I cannot ſay it ſeemed to me 


very palatable. St. David, the Patron of Walet, i 


and ſuppoſed to be the Uncle of King Arthur, 
was buried in the Cathedral that bears his 
Name. 

In nn at the North-Eaſt Gorpdr, 
is the great Mountain of Plinlimmon, on the 
Sides of which are three Lakes, from which 


flow the Rivers Severn, Fe, and Rhydal, At | 


Llandevi-Brevi the People ſhew a ſmall Eleva- 
tion of the Earth, which, they ſay, roſe under 
the Feet of St. David, as he ſtood there preach- 
ing againſt the Pelagian Hereſy. I could not 
learn whether St. David was a fhort or a tall 
Man; but methinks, if he had been only of 
my Height, he might have been eaſily raiſed high 
enough before be began preaching, without wait- 
ing for a Miracle. 

But the common People in this Principality 
are very full of ſuperſtitious Tales. They ſhew 
in Radnorſhire a Place where they ſay King Vor- 
figern, with a Town he had newly built, was 
deſtroyed by Lightening from Heaven, in Pu- 
niſhment for his having invited the Saxons into 
Britain. Offa's Dyke, in this County, was 
the Boundary between Mercia and Wales, and no 
Melchman did then preſume to paſs it under For- 
feiture of his Right Hand. Pręſtaign, in Radnor- 
hire, is a Town of better Trade, and more po- 
ne than Radnor itſelf. 
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NORTH WAL E S. 


THE fix Counties of North ales J paſg'd 
& over in this Manner, From Radnor into 
1. Montgomeryſbire, on the North. Thence 


Weſtwards into, 2, Merionethſbire. From thence 


Northwards into, 3. Caernarvonſhire. From 


thence over the Sound of Menai, into, 4. Angleſea. 
Then recroſſing the ſame Sound, I viſited Den- 


Bighſbire, 5. and Flintſhire, 6. which both lie 


on the North of the Province, where it is waſh'd 
by the Li Sea. The ſame Sea and Cardigan 


Bay bound it on the Weſt, as do Cardigan and 


Radnor Shires on the South; and on the Eaſt, 
Shropſhire and Cheſhire, Engliſb Counties. I 


could compare the Figure of North Wales to no- 


thing better than the Head of a Nail, with a a 


ſhort Piece of the thick Part of the Shank, 


The principal Rivers in North Wales are the 


Brant, the Conwye, the Cluyd, the Eluy, the Dee, 


the Diffye, the Avon, the Severn, the Tanot, and 


ſome few more. 1 | 

In this County the Air is generally colder, the 
Land more mountainous, and the Soil much 
worſe than in South Vales : Yet Angleſea is much 
better than it appears; ſome Parts of every 


County may be taken for Exception, and much 


of Montgomeryſhire, in particular, may be com- 
pared with the beſt neighbouring Counties. As 
to Commodities, North Wales produces Corn, 


C 4 Cattle, 
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Cattle, Fiſh, Fow], Sheep, Goats, Woad, Lead- 
Ore, Butter,Cheeſe, Pit- Coal, Honey, Deer, and 
Horſes, which are larger in Montgomeryſbire than 
any other County of Hales. 

Only the following Towns are worthy of 
Notice in this Diviſion z viz. Montgomery, 


Caernarvon, Beaumaris, Denbigh and Wrexham ; | 
neither Bangor, nor St. Aſaph, the two Seats of 


Biſhops, having any thing in them remarkable. 
Bangor is indeed by much the moſt like a Town 
of the two, and is celebrated for its Antiquity, a 
Point I very little concerned myſelf about in 
my Travels. 

Montgomery has been a Place of confderable 
Strength, and is now a pleaſant Town, fituated 
on an eaſy Aſcent, in a wholeſome Air, and 
overlooking the Banks of the Severn. The 
Buildings, however, are but very indifferent, 

At Caernarvon was born King Edward II. 
the firſt Engliſb Prince of Wales. Though a 
ſmall Town, it is neat, well built, and naturally 
ſtrong. I was particularly pleaſed here with the 
courteous Behaviour of the Inhabitants, which, 
J hear, is habitual to them. 


Beaumaris, in the Iſle of Angleſea, is a hand. 


ſome populous Town, with a good Haven for 
Shipping; and lying in the Road for Holyhead, 
it receives great Advantage from the Paſſage of 
Travellers in their Way between England and 
Ireland. It is diſtant from London 28 1 Miles. 
In Denbigh, which is alſo large and populous, 
the Tanners and Glovers drive a conſiderable 
Trade. But Frexham, in the ſame County, is 


eſteem'd, 


| * ſhort Work. But muſt not forget that a Cof- 


| magians, 
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eſteem'd, and I think with zood Reaſon, the 


largeſt Town in all North Wales. Here are made 


great Quantities of Meleh Flannels, which are 


afterwards ſent to London. 

I did not meet with any remarkable Curio- 
ſities in Montgomery/ſhire, that are worth taking 
Notice of in this Epitome ; but in Meriwneth- 
ſhire, I ſaw a very fatal and frightful Spectacle, 
which, the Inhabitants told me, they had fe- 
veral times before ſuffer'd by. It was a livid 
Vapour, ariſing from the Sea, and ſpreading 
over the Land, where it ſet fire to Barns, 
Stacks of Hay and Corn, and all combuſtible 
Matters that were in the Way : And what was 
worſe, all the Corn and Graſs being blaſted by 
the Exhalation, there followed a Mortality of the 
Cattle, as I afterwards heard, Theſe Effects 
have been ſometimes prevented by diſcharging a 
good Number of Guns, or otherwiſe putting the 
Air into Motion, In the ſame County are a 


great Number of remarkable Monuments, the 


Original of which is not known, and the De- 
ſcription of which would be too tedious for this 


fin was ſound here, within the Memory of Man, 


containing an entire Skeleton of an extraordi- 


nary Size, being as much above the ordinary hu- 
man Stature, as I have the Fortune to be below 
it: The Deſcription of this made me reflect 
upon the great Variety of Nature, which may 


> almoſt countenance what the ingenious Mr, 


Gulliver relates of the Lilliputians and Brobdig- 
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and abound with Waters on the Top. 
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Lyn Tegid, or Pemble Meer, near Bala, is 
remarkable for never riſing with the Land- 
Floods, but frequently ſwelling above the Banks 
in Tempeſts of Wind. The River Dee runs 


| ſwiftly through this Lake, never mixing its Wa- ; 


ters with it, (a Property that is known of ſome 
other Lakes thro' which ſuch Rivers run.) But 
what is more ſingular, the Fiſh called the Guin- 
dia is found in the Meer, but not in the River, 
which abounds with Salmon, none of which are 
ever taken in the Meer. 

At Aberconway, in Comte, is the 
ring remarkable Epitaph: 


Here lieth the Body of Nicholas Hookes, of 
Conway, Gent. who was the one and forticth 
Child of bis Father, William Hookes, E/q; by 
Alice his Wife, and the Father of ſeven and twenty 
Children: He died the 20th Day of . 


1637. 


About five Miles to the Weſt of Abercamway,, 
is a Hill almoſt impregnable by Nature; yet 


ſhewing great Remains of the utmoſt Art em- 


ployed in making it more defenſible. There 
are in Caernarvonſbire a great many other An- 
tiquities: But the two greateſt natural Curio- 
ſities are the Muſcles taken in the River Con- 
way, and affording very fine large Pearl; and 
Snowdon Hills, which, tho they have always 
Snow lying upon them, are exceeding fertile, 
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In the Low Grounds of the Iſle of 4rgle/ea, 


the Bodies of large Trees are continually dug out 


of the Earth: I ſaw many of them myſelf ; 
but will enter into none of the Opinions how 
they came there. Beaumaris in this Iſle, as 
well as Caernarvon on the other Side and End of 


AMenai-· Streight, was built by Edward I. the 


Conqueror of Wales. | 
Denbighſhire and Flintſhire, are remarkable for 
the Health and long Life of the Inhabitants. I 
converſed with ſeveral in theſe Counties of above 
Eighty, and three of above Ninety, whoſe In- 
tellects were clear and good, and their Eye- ſight 
ſtrong; Bleſſings that may very well compen- 
fate for ſome few In convenience. 
A Man would be inexcuſable that ſhould come 
into this County, and not viſit Holy Well, or 


St. Winifred's Well, and hear attentively all the 


Stories that are told about it. It is indeed a na- 
tural Wonder, though we believe nothing of 
the Virgin, and her Rape : For I never felt a 


colder Spring, nor faw any one that affords ſuch 
a Quantity of Water. It forms alone a conſi- 


derable Brook, which is immediately able to 

drive a Mill, | 
Having thus finiſhed my Tour thro* Wales, 

my next Stage was into Cheſhire, Tho' I made 


only two Diviſions of all Wales, in order not to 
be tedious, I ſhall now return to the Method I 


began with, of deſcribing each County ſepa- 


zately, 
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CHESHIRE. 


HIS County is bounded on the North by 

* Lancaſhire ; on the Weſt by the Iri/h Sea, 
Flinthire and Denbighſhire; on the South by 
Shropſbire; and on the Eaſt by Staffordſhire and 
Derbyſhire, Upon attentively conſidering its 
Form, I could not liken it to any Thing fo 
properly as an Urinal, ſuch as ſick People 


take with them into Bed; the Neck of Land 


projecting into the Sea, between the Rivers 
Dee and Merſey, repreſenting the Neck of 


that Utenſil, as the inland Part of the County 
does the Belly. The chief Rivers here are the 


Merſey, the Weaver, and the Dee. 

T he Air, like that in the neighbouring Parts 
of Wales, is cold, but exceeding healthy; which 
is manifeſt in the Strength of the Men, and the 
Beauty of the Women, Loyalty and Hoſpitality 
are no where more cultivated than in this County, 
J lived here, during my Stay, in great Familia- 
rity with the beſt Gentry, and cauſed about 
twenty of them a great deal of Mirth one Da 
at an Entertainment, by ſuffering myſelf to be 
brought in, at the Deſert, ſitting croſs-legged, 
like a Tur4,upon one of the Cheeſes of the Coun- 
try, But, I muſt own, I ſhould have been ſtill 
more acceptable, if I had been able to make a 
good Fox-hunter, 


Beſides 
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Beſides Cheeſe, Cheſhire produces the fineft 
Salt in England, with Corn, Cattle, Fiſh, 
Fowl, and Metals, I went'to Nantwich to fee 
the making of Salt, which exactly agrees 
with the Deſcription given of it by other Tra- 
Valles Sor on 

Cheſter is a City of great Antiquity, and was 
famous in the Time of the Romans. Itis at 
preſent ſquare, having four Gates to the four 
Cardinal Points, a noble old Caſtle, and a vene- 
rable Cathedral. There are Piazzas along the 
Streets, ſo that Foot-Paſſengers may walk dry 
in all Weathers, Courts are held here for the 
County Palatine, it having a Chief Juſtice, and 
other great Officers, independent of the Judges 


of the Kingdom. From Cheſter to London is 


182 Miles, „ 1 
Nantwich is next to Cheſter in Extent as well 
as Antiquity ; but exceeds it now in the Beauty ot 
the Buildings, after having been twice deſtroyed 
by Fire. Indeed J obſerved in general, that thoſe 
Towns in England which have had this Misfor- 
tune, do now make the beſt Appearance in 

their ſeveral Neighbourhoods, 1 
One Ralph Dutton having been formerly very 
inſtrumental, at the Head of a Rabble of Pipers, 
Harpers and Fidlers, to frighten away a large 


Body of Welchmen, I was told of Privileges ſtill 


enjoyed by the Dutton Family over all ſuch mu- 
fical Gentry; but believe they are ſeldom 
exerted at preſent, In Shiperley Park, near Mac- 
clesfield, IJ ſaw ſome of thoſe large Sheep with 


As 
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four Horns, which are fo peculiar to the Place. 


| 
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As their Covering is ſomewhat between Wool 
and Goats Hair, ſo their Horns are one Pair 
like thoſe of Sheep, and the other like thoſe of | 
Goats. I had the Honour to ride upon one of 
them, which was led at the ſame time by the |: 
Keeper. The old Fir-Trees dug up in the | 
molly Parts of this County, which give a Light 
when ſplinter'd like Candles, are of great uſe to 
the Poor, I did not care to venture myſelf down 
in the Rock-Salt Mines at Northwich, being 
informed that they were an hundred and twenty | 
Foot deep. 1 
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SHROPSHIRE or SALOP. 


CH ESHIRE and Flinthire bound the 
County of Salqp on the North; Denbigh, 
Montgomery and Radnor on the Weſt ; on the 
South Herefordſhire; and on the Eaſt Worcefter- © 
ſhire and Staffordſhire. As I compared Cheſbire 
to an Urinal Glaſs, fo I think Shrep/hire ſome- 
what reſembles a Mint Glaſs, ſuch as the Coun- 
try Maids ſet in their Windows with Flowers 
and (weet Herbs. The Severn is the chief River 
of this County, receiving ſeveral ſmaller Stream 
as it runs thro” it. : 8 5 
On the Hills in Shrapſbire I found the Air a 1 
little bleak and ſharp; but in general it is ſerene : 
and mild, as well as healthy. The Soil in the I 
Northern and Eaftern Parts is fertile in Corn, and 
in the Southern and Weſtern affords chicfly Paſtu- | 
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rage for Sheep and Cattle, Other Commodi- 
Iron. | 


 Shrewsbury, the Capital, is almoſt encom- 
paſſed by the Severn, which ſurrounds it in the 


rich Town, filled with Gentry as well as Tradeſ- 
men, Which throws a great Freedom and Gayety 


very good Manufactury of Cloth and Flannel. 
Shrewsbury is 157 Miles diſtant from London, 
Bridgnorth, another large, populous and weal- 
thy Town, is remarkable for being built partly 
on a high Rock, the Aſcent to which is by a 
winding Street. In this Street the Houſes are 
ſet in Niches of the Rock, having Gardens up- 
on their Roofs, and Cellars hewn out of their 
Sides. It has been very ſtrong, and might be 
made fo again : But the Caſtle is at preſent quite 
in Decay,” | 
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34 Ludlow was formerly appointed the Reſidence 
of the Princes of Hales, and fince of the Go- 


which was the Seat of this Government, makes 

a grand Figure, even in its preſent ruinous Con- 
dition, 4 7 

I roxeter, to the South-Eaft of Shrewsbury, 

was a large City in the Time of the Romans, 

and ſeems to have been burnt down, (though no 

Account is left of the Occaſion) by the Black- 

m of the Earth where it ſtood, and the Ap- 

Pearance of the Roman Coins that are found 
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ties here are plenty of excellent Coal and good 


form of a Horſeſhoe, It is a large, populous and 


into the Converſation. Fhe common Mart is 
here between England and North Hales, and a 


; 

vernment for that Principality. The Caſtle, - 
5 
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40 The Travels of Tom Thumb 
here, I obſerved large Crops of Barley upon this 
Ground. In Broſeley T ſaw the famous ſulphu- 
reous Spring, the Vapour of which, when con- 
trated to one Vent by an Iron Cover with 
a Hole in the Middle, may be ſet on fire by 
a lighted Candle, and will boil a Joint of Meat, 
or broila Steak. The Experiment was made in 
my Preſence, and I eat a bit of the Steak, which 
had no ill Taſte from the Sulphur. 

During my Abode in this County I went to 
White Ladies, and from thence into Boſcobel 
Wood, where King Charles II. hid himſelf in 
an Oak after the Battle of Moregſter. I was en- 
tertained with a good many Stories of what hap- 
pened to his Majeſty while he was here ; and a 
waggiſh young Lady obſerved, that if Thad been 
King in his Place my Danger would not have 
been ſo great, ' becauſe any one of the loyal Fe- 
males might have carry d me off under her Pet- 
ticoats. 

There is a Well at Pitchford 18 with a 
liquid Bitumen, which the People uſe inſtead of 
Pitch; and in a good many Places above the 
Coal-ſeams, a Matter is found that might pro- 
bably be of great Vle i in Preſervi ing the Bottoms 

of Ships. oy 
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STAFFORDSHIRE. 


AS this County is pretty near in the Shape of a 


Diamond or Lozenge, the two moſt diſtant 
Points lying North and South, the four Sides of 
it are thus encloſed : That on the Right at Top 
| by Derbyſhire, and on the Left by Cheſhire: At 


Bottom Shropſhire lies on the Left, on the Right 


the Counties of Worcęſter and Warwick. The 


principal Rivers here are the Trent, the Dove, 


and the Sorbo. 


The Air of this County differs very little from 
that of Shropſhire ; and as to the Health of the 
Inhabitants, they affirm, - that in ſome of the 
hilly Parts they have three Chriſtenings for one 
Burial, Here is good Soil, both Arable and 
Paſture: But the Moorlands require induſtrious 
Tillage, or they produce very indifferent Crops 
of Corn, No Part of Great Britain has more 
variety of Foſſils under the Surface than Stafford- 
ſhire: For it affords Clay for the beſt Earthen 
Ware, the fineſt Tobacco Pipes, Fullers Earth, 
and ſeveral Kinds of Ores. The Channel Coal of 
this County will bear poliſhing, and is of ſufficient 
Hardneſs for Paving, as may be ſeen in Litch- 
field Church ; and even the Pit-Coal exceeds that 
in the North, being both clearer and ſweeter in 
the Conſumption. Here is alſo found Marble, Ala- 
baſter, Fire ſtones, Quarry-ſtones, Grind-ſtones, 


- 


| Mall. ſtones, Lime-ſtones,andIron-ſtones, The chief 


Manu- 
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Manufacture of Staffordſhire, is all Sorts of | 


greateſt Perfection. 


divided' into two Parts, called the City and the 
Cloſe, by a flow Stream. The City is the lar- 
geſt and moſt populous; but in the Cloſe are the 
beſt Buildings, particularly the Cathedral, It 
is not a See of itſelf, but joined with Coventry, a 
Malls is with. Bath: It is diſtant from London a - 
rg Miles. ft a. 
. Stafford, the County Town; is a Place of F 
more Trade than Z:zchfield, and more commo- | 
dious for the tranſacting of Buſineſs, It is of 


Iron Works, which here, and in the neigh- | f 
bouring Town of Birmingham, are made in the 


Litchfield is a handſome well-built City, "i [ 


n 


late Vears much increaſed in Wealth and Inha- | 
bitants- through. the Buſineſs. of Clothing. Ace- 
cording to an old Cuſtom; which: was once 
more extenſive by the Name of Borough Engliſh, | 
the young Son. inherits all that his, Father poſ- | 
ſeſſes within the Corporation. 


One Sort of the Staffordſtire Iron- ſtones, 7 


called 14s, are ſometimes hollow, as big as the 
Crown of a Hat, and will contain near a Pint 


of ſharp cold Liquor, of which the Miners are 


very fond. It has, indeed, no ungrateful Taſte, 


and quenches Thirſt very well. In the Hallof 


Dudley Caſtle is a Table of one entire Oak 
Plank about ſeventeen Yards long, and the | 
Tradition is,. that ſeven Yards nine Inches were 
eut off to make it ſizeable, The Breadth is 
every where a full Yard, which makes it thought 
3 Tree it was ſawn from-could not * | 
eſs | 
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kfs than a hundred Tons, I could make a very 
good Figure on fuch a Stage as this, at the 


| Head of a Battalion of Lilliputians. FIT. VE | 
5 1 had an Opportunity „While i m this County, of 


ſeeing the Service performed annually to the Lord. 
Hilton by the Lord of Heſſington. The latter 
brings a Gooſe upon New Year's Day to Hilton, 


and drives it three Times about the Fire-fide, 


while Jact of Hilten blows-the Fire. This Fack: 
of Hilton is a hollow braſs Figure, about twelve 


Inches long, which being filled at the Mouth 
with Water, and then expoſed to the Fire, eva- 


porates the Water through a ſmall Hole before, 
with ſuch a violent Blaſt, as blows the Fire very 
fiercely, To ſee this Action, before the Effect 


appears, one would think Tack was going to piſs 
out the Fire, like a wanton Boy juſt: 


has done his Buſineſs, however, the Gooſe is de- 


livered by the ſame Perſon to the Cook, and 
ſerved up by him, when dreſſed, to the Lord of 
Ailton's Table, who preſents him, in return, 
= with . Meat for bis Dinner. 


VARWICKSHIRE. 


T HIS County „towards the North-Eaſt, Eaft, 


and South, ere a kind of Bow, mare is en · 


# compaſſed by Late fir fhivs; Northamptonſhire and 
Oxfordſhire. On the other Side, where it is 


limited by the Counties of Glauceſter, Worceſter, 


and 


* going 
5 800 Bed, rather than to make it burn. After he 
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— 


CCC - — 


F ä 


— xx — 


— = 


P 
p 5 — 4 


— nag. Aug 
_ — 


— 4 — — « $6 —̃ — — 
— — — — 998 — - — — 
CN SIRE Dee a rence — ——-— — — — gran. — 
— — . — — — — ͤ— —— - 
— — — ——.— 5 — 


are other Productions of this County. 


— 


— n a Per * — 2 — 1 = — — — 
77... TT 
* 1 ans Ig an es 7 : — - ) * : - 
P Py < 4 2 y 1 225 _— 
2 TA EET — 2 Eg — 
-” — — - — ——— — { 
= _— — — — — — —  — — * 
— , — - — — 


a fine Stone Bridge of twelve Arches, the Rock 
on which the Town ſtands affording Materials 
for whatever they want of that Kind, 
Coventry, the Siſter City to Litchfield, diſtant 
from London 92 Miles, is very antient, It is 


rally old and mean, but contain Manufacturers 
who Carry on a good Trade in Stuffs and Rib- 
bands. Here is a Day annually kept in Memory 
of the Lady Godind's riding through the City 
'naked, in order to ſoften her Husband, the Earl 
of Mercia, with reſpect to the great Taxes: he 
had laid on the Inhabitants, The Pictures of 
Dun this 


and Stafford, the Figure is very irregular. The 
principal Rivers here are the Avor, the Tame and | 


The Air of Warwickſhire has been render'd | 
more pleaſant, mild and healthful than it was | 
formerly, by cutting down the Woods North | 
of the Avon. The County South of that River, | 
which abounds with Corn, Cattle and Cheeſe, | 
is called the Feldon, and uſed to ſupply the Wood- | 
lands with thoſe Commodities, which they now | 
produce themſelves. Malt, Wood, and Wool, 


_ Warwick, the County Town, is ſituated on | 
a Rock of Free-ftone upon the River Avon, 
and is one of thoſe Places that have riſen more 
beautiful out of its own Aſhes, having been al- 
moſt deſtroyed by Fire in 1694. It is very | 
populous, and yet has but two Pariſh Churches, 
of which St. Mary's is juſtly admired. Here is alſo 


admired for the fine Croſs, and the Spire of the 
great Church. The other Buildings are gene- 
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this Earl and his Counteſs are ſet up in Trinity 
Church Windows, with theſe Lines: | 


1, Leofric, for the Love of Thee, 
Do make Coventry Toll-free. 


This Princely Nobleman, I thought, muſt have 
been very rigid to ſuffer his Lady to undergo 
ſuch a Penance in order to ſoften his Heart: 
But Nobody, they ſay, was to fee her; and 
they ſhew an Image of a Man, who was mira- 
2 culouſly puniſhed, for venturing to look out of 
his Window in Breach of this Injunction. In 
this City is likewiſe ſhewn the Shield-Bone of a 
large Boar, which Guy Earl of F/arwick flew in 
hunting. I would not have been his Porter to 
bring it out of the Field, KOI 


At King's Newnham, near the Avon, are three 


extraordinary Medicinal Springs. The Duke 
of Montague was going to encloſe them when 
I was there, for the convenient Uſe of all Pa- 
tients, who reſort thither in great Numbers. 
In Warwick Caſtle is what they call the Sword 
of the famous Guy above mentioned, which a 
much ſtronger Man than I could not wield : And 


| © at Guy Cliff is ſhewn the Chapel where he is faid 


to have ended his Days piouſly, after hewing 
down ſo many Giants and Monfters : But I 
could not get a Sight of the Porridge Pot, of 
which his Hiſtory makes ſo much mention. 
The famous Shakeſpear, whoſe Plays the 
People are fo fond of in London, was born and 
died at Stratford upon Avon in this County. The 


following 
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46 The-Travels of Tom Thumb © 
following Lines are upon his - Grave-ſtone, 
which, I will venture to ay, were not made 
by himſelf, | 


Good Frinads, for Jeſus ahe —— 
To dig the Duſt encloſæd here. 

Bliſs ze the Man that ſpares theſe Stones, 
And cursd be he that moves my Bones, 
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HIS County i is W on the North hs 
% Staffordſhire, on the Weſt by Shropſhire 
4 and Herefard/bire, and on the South by Glow- 
WW ceſterſhire. It ſeems a kind of an irregular Croſs, 
and has the following principal Rivers, vi. The 
Severn, the Temd, and the Avon. 

Though Wareefterſpire abounds with Rivers 
and Rivulens, their rapid Motion rather purifies | tur 
1 the Air than elogs it, which makes this an ex- Spi 
W(WcDOeeding wholeſome County. The Soil is very cio 
rich, and produces Corn in abundance, particu- W 
larly in the fertile Vale of Eveſham. Here are Qu 
Iron and Salt Works, which have almoſt de- 1 
ſtroyed the Woods, and are now carry'd on the 
chiefly with Coal Fires. The Hedges every of 
where abound with Fruit, eſpecially Pears, | ba 
Other —— are Cloth, Cheeks Cone | thi 
and Perry. Ce 

Waorcefter-is by ſome reckoned the fourth City 0d 
in 1110 Rds being at this Day very popu- als 
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. 'Jous and-well- built, ö eſpecially the Foregate-ftreet, | 


> | which is remarkably: beautiful ane regular. The 
Publick Buildings make a noble Appearance, 


and the whole City is exceedingly well paved. 


As the Inhabitants have a large Share in the 
Clothing Trade, an incredible Number of 
Hands are employ d in preparing and manufactu- 
ring the Wool: One Part of them are Welch, 
who live in a Quarter by themſelves, The Ca- 


| thedral is antient, and makes but an indifferent 


| Appearance, except that Part of the Chapel, 
the South of the High Altar, which was left 
3 undemoliſhed by CromwelPs Soldiers. Worceſter 
is 112 Miles from London. . 
At Droitwich is made a great Quantity of Salt 


for its Church, and for a Man re of Stuffs 
called by the ſame Name. At ABbertom, near 


ture as Epſom, There is another Medicinal 
Spring at Harrow Hill, which i very effica- 
cious in curing ulcerated Eyes, Though the 


Quality, 


the Inhabitants were always a People tenacious 
of their Liberties. The heroick Actions they 


County than if T had found it more fertile in 
odd Subjects of Remark, The Patriot Spirit 
| always riſes up in me when I meditate on thoſe 

. who 


from three briny Springs, between which runs a 
Stream of freſh Water. Krdderminſter is famous 


Perſbore, is a Mineral Water of the fame Na- 
Water ſeems ſmooth, it has a ſtrong petrifying 
I find in the Hiſtory of Morcgſterſpire, that 


have done, and the Sufferings they have had on 
this Account, gave me greater Ideas of this 
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who have been Heroes in the Cauſe of Liberty; 
and methinks I long for a glorious Occaſion 


to ſhew what I could PT perform in her 
ne.” 


HEREFOR DSHIRE. 


H E Head of an RE with jagged Edees 
, ſeems pretty much to reſemble Herefordſhire, 
the Point running up between Shropſhire and 
Radnorſhire, and the Socket for the Shaft pro- 


jecting South-eaſtward into Gloucefterſhire. O- 


ther Counties that touch this are Worceſterſhire, 
Monmouthſhire and Brecknockſhire: The princi- 
pal Rivers are the Me, the Munnow, the Lug 
and the Tyome, all abounding with Fiſh, 

As an Inftance of the Healthfulneſs of the 
Airi in this County, we are told of ten Morrice- 
Dancers, in the Reign of King James the Firſt, 
whoſe Ages made up together a full thouſand 
Years, One would imagine thoſe People, in 
their m7 Employment, muſt think of Hans 
Holben's Dance of Death. The Soil is not infe- 
rior to the Air, a Property not often to be met 
with, It produces Corn, Wool, and rich 
Fruit in abundance, the latter being well known 
from its Cyder. 


fler Bread, do alſo 5 ta the Character given 
them by Hiſtorians and Travellers, | 

Hereford City, 130 Miles from London, is 
* ſituated on the River Me, over which 


it 


eobly Ale, and fine Lemp- 
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it has a handſome Stone' Bridge : But though it 
be large, it is neither very populous nor mercan- 
tile, here being ſcarce any Manufacture but 
that of Gloves. The Buildings are in general 
but mean, yet the Cathedral deſerves ſome No- 
tice. Roß, tho* no Borough, is a Place of much 
more Conſideration at preſent, both on account 
of its Beauty and Populouſneſs. Tho' it ſtands 
almoſt at the Edge of the County, I made it 
my Station from which I viſited! the other 
Places. e ee 7 jn ann ee 
| But no great Matter did I ſee here, either of 
antient or modern Rarities, except we aecount 
ſo the Ruins of a great many Caſtles, which 
were formerly built to make a Frontier againſt 
| the Weleb. I was told, indeed, that not long ago 
were found the Bones of a human Body, which, 
according to the Rules of Proportion, muſt 
have been double the Stature of a full-ſiz'd Man. 
But it cannot be thought I was over-credulous on 
this Head, and indeed I ſhould imagine the Story 
was invented on purpoſe to affront me, if I had 
not read the ſame Thing in grave modern Hi- 


ſtorians. 
I never could learn what was the Matter with 
Marcley' Hill, nor how it became uneaſy in its 
antient Seat before 1.575. But uneaſy it certain- 
ly then was, or all Accounts are apocryphal, 
and did actually change its Situation in the fol- 
lowing Manner; which I ſhall quote in the 
= Words of thoſe who have recorded this 
ECD: 350 vous 35 291 » ie 
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Marcio Hill, about fix Miles Eaſt from He. 
© reford, is famous for its Perambulation in the 
s Year 1575, when after. three Days ſhaking 
and grumbling, it ſet out at Six on the Sunday 
< Evening, and, travelled till Two the next 
Morning, in which time it had got above two 


© hundred Foot from its firſt Situation, leaving 


© a Gap behind it of near 400 Feet wide, and 320 
© Jong. It carry'd with it the Trees, Sheepfolds, 
< and Sheep, which were upon it, overthrowing 
« every thing that was in its Way, 


I enquired riQly about the on of 
this Hill ſince he has come into his new Neigh- 
bourhood, and could net hear that he had fo 


much as: grumbled again in the whole Time, 
though it was then above a hundred and fixty 
Years. The People are therefore now very 


- eaſy, and believe he has choſen a Place where to 
ſettle ſo Life. | 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


Tus County os the Eaſt by the 


River Wye _—_ Glouceſterſhire, and on the 
Weſt by the Numney from Glamorganſbire. 
The Briſtol Channel and Mouth of Severn con- 


ne it on the South, and the Counties of Brec- 
noc and Hereford on the North-Weſt and 


North-Eaft. In Shape it ſomewhat reſembles a 
F wb N The — the Uske, the "2 
ui, 
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with, and the Avon, are other Rivers beſides 
thoſe abovementioned ; ſo that Monmouthſhire is 
exceedingly well watered, _ 

The Air is temperate and healthful, and the 
Soil fruitful, though hilly and woody. Hence 
the County abounds with Corn, Cattle, Sheep, 

wis and Fiſh. It has alſo a good Manufac- 


ture of Flannels, 


Monmouth, the County Town, is pleaſantly 
ſituated upon the Junctien of the Wye and the 


| Alynow. It has been a Place of great Strength, 


and might eaſily be made ſo again upon Occa- 
fion : But at preſent the Caſtle is in- a ruinous 
Condition. The Eaſt End of the Church is a 


eurious Piece of Architecture. _ This Town is 


127 Miles from Londan. _ 
At Caer-leon, on the River se, are At the 
Remains of "Temples, Palaces, Theatres and 
Baths ; which ſhew what was the Grandeur of 
the Place in the Time of the Romans, who 
called it Icar. Gold- Cliſt, the moſt ſouthern Part 
of the County, reflects a bright glittering White 
when ſhone upon, which makes ſome ſuſpect there 
is a Mine there. For my part, as I had never 
been in a gold Country, I could be no judge of 

this Matter, I, | 
Being at Lanthiny Abbey, I obſerved the 


Truth of what Cambden ſays, that the groſſer 


the Air, the milder the Weather: And the In- 
habitants aſſured me, that though they had 
ſcarce any Sun-ſhine all the Winter, there had 
been no epidemical Diſeaſe among them in the 
5 of Man. 
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At Chep/tow I was Witneſs of the bad Effect of 
a high South-Weſt. Wind at the Change of the 
Moon; for this keeping back the Waters in the 
Severn, the River Mie was ſwelled to ſuch a 
Degree, as drowned a great Part of the Country 
about. | 3 55 

I did not remember to have heard, till I 
came into 1onmouthfhire, that King Henry IT. 
had a freckled Face: But here you are ſure to 
have that Information. For the People ſhew 
you a Ford called Rydpercarn, in a River called 
| Nantpencarn, over which this Monarch paſſing, 
the Welch were terrified at his Freckles, and 
readily ſubmitted. The Reaſon was, becauſe 
they had an old Prophecy of their Prophet Mer- 
lin, that. whenever a Prince of that Complexion 
paſs'd there, ales ſhould be ſubdued; and their 
Credulity in this reſpect help'd to accompliſh 
the Prophecy. I enquired if they had any 
Prophecy in favour of a little Man with a great 
Soul, who might travel that Way in future 
Ages: But could learn nothing to my own Sa- 
tisfaction. 1 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


P HE Map of Glouceſterſhire, viewed bene 

the North-Weſt, looks ſomething like the 
Head of a monſtrous wild Beaſt, whoſe Mouth 
is the Mouth of the Severn, It is ſurrounded, 
beginning from the North round by the Eaſt, by 
the Counties of Morceſter, Warwick, Oxford, 
Wilts, Somerſet, Monmouth and Hereford. It 
has ſeveral ſmall Rivers, moſt of which fall into 
the Severn, which divides the County from 
North to South. - 

In the Cotefwwoull, which is the hilly. part of 
Glouceſterſhire next to Warwick and Oxford, the 
Air is ſharp, and the Lands fitter for the Paſture 
of Sheep than the Produce of Corn. The /al- 
ley, on both Sides.the Severn, is exceedingly fer- 
tile, and there is made the fineſt Glouce/terſhire 
Cheeſe. The Foreſt of Dean, the third Part 
of this County, .next to Herefordſhire and 
Monmouthſhire, beſides being fruitful both in 
Paſture and Tillage, produces ſome of the beſt 
Oaks in England, and is rich in Mines of Coal 
and Iron; ſo that, in general, almoſt all the 
Neceſſaries of Life are to be found in Glouceſter- 
/hire, where is alſo a good Share of the enen 
Manufacture. 

The City of Glouceſter is pretty well built, 
has a Stone Bridge over the Severn, and a vene- 
rable old Cathedral. Formerly it had a conſi- 
| 12. derable 


a -- 


— 


54 The Travels of Tom Thumb 


derable Trade, which is now chiefly ſwallowed 
up in that of Briſtol. In the great Church are 
the Tombs of King Edward II, and Robert 
Duke of Nermandy, eldeſt Son of William the 
Conqueror. The Gallery about this Church has 
the ſame Effect as that of St. Paul's in London, 
carrying the Voice quite round, if you whiſper 
ever fo ſoftly, From Glouce/ter to London is 102 
Miles, 


Tewksbury is oaths for its three 8 


for the Woollen Cloth made there, and for the 


beſt of Muſtard, The Waters of Stroud, on a 
River of the ſame Name, excel all others for the 
Dying of Red. At Cirencgſter, which is ſtill a 
pretty large Town, are the Remains of the an- 
rient Grandeur it once had, But nothing in 
this County is more worthy of Notice than the 


painted Glaſs Windows in the Pariſh-Church of | 


ag, which contain twenty- eight Scripture 
Hiſtories beautifully executed. They were de- 
ſigned by the famous Albert Durer, and intended 
jor a Church at Rome But one Mr, Tame, a 
Merchant of London, took them in a Piize Ship 
in the Reign of Henry VII. 


At Shmbridge 1 ſaw the elder Mr. Fiche of 


that Place, who ſhewed me his five Fingers on 
a Hand, and confirmed the Tradition concern- 
ing his Family, that they had been all fo for 
many Generations. I was ſhewn at ſeveral 
Places Relicks of Roman Antiquity, which had 
been diſcovered in the preſent Age, and were 
carefully preſerved. 

The People of Glouceſter will excuſe my ob- 


ſerving, 


*, 
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ſerving, that as they have Joſt much of the Trade 

they once had, they ſeem alſo to have abandoned 
that Spirit of Induſtry, which would be neceſ- 
ary to recover it. fs ſure as God's in Glouceſter, 
is a Proverb. among them, which I conjecture 


might ariſe from its being a Place of ſo much 
Eaſe and * 


OXFORDSHIRE. 


HE. Fi igure of this County: i is ſo irregular, 
that I could not think 'of any thing to 
compare it to among the Works of Nature oc 
Art, The judicious Mr. Salmon, however, his 
lately found that it ſomething reſembles Ame- 
rica, the North and South Parts united. The 
Counties that _-_ mpaſs it are J#/arwickſhire, 
Northamptonſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Berkſhire and 
Glmegftrftie, Beſides the Thames, which waſhes 
it a great way on the South- Weſt and South, here 
are the Rivers Tame, Charwell and Evenlaae, 
The Air of this County is exceeding good, and 
the Soil fertile both for Corn and Graſs, Finer 
Meadows are no where to be ſeen than along 
the Sides of the Thames, The chief Commo- 
dities . here are Corn, Malt, Cattle, Fruit, 
Free-ſtone, ſeveral Sorts of Earth and Herbs 
uſed in Medicine, Dying, and Scouring. At 
Mpitney is a good Manufacture of Blankets. 
Oxford City, 55 Miles from London, is de- 
lightfully ſituated on the Banks of the Ii and 
' Charwell, It is of great Antiquity, and has 
7 D 4 been 
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been an Univerſity between eight and nine 
hundred Years. : At this Time, perhaps, it is 
not equalled by any other Seat of Learning in 
Europe. Twenty Colleges and five Halls were 
its Ornament when I was there, Hart Hall 
having been juſt erected into a College, by the 


Name of Hartford College. I think it need- 


leſs to give a Liſt of their Names and Founders, 


thoſe being Particulars that may be found in the 


Works of all common Geographers and Hiſto- 
rians. What I ſaw moſt peculiarly worthy of 
Notice, is all the Reader will 2 me to 
relate. 25 


The chief Difference 1 td find = BLM 


the Colleges and Halls was this : In the former 
are ſufficient Revenues for the Maintenance of 
the Maſter, Profeſſors and Students: In the 
latter, Gentlemen live, either wholly or in part, 
at their own Charge, The chief Officer pre- 
ſiding over all is the Chancellor, a Nobleman 
choſen for Life ; and next to him a High Stew- 
ard. But the — Chancellor, who is annu- 


ally nominated by the Chancellor, being al- 


ways the Head of ſome College, and reſiding on 
the Spot, has, in fact, che Government of the 


Univerſity. 


As I am a great Aae of Antiquity, I got 
myſelf matriculated at King Afred's, common- 
ly called Univerſity College. There was ſome 
Diſpute about my Age, the Fellows not being 
eaſily convinced that /a Perſon of my Stature 
could be a Man at — of Maturity, How- 


ever, when this Difficulty was over, I cannot 
EQ tay 
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fay but I was very civilly treated, except that 
the Wits would be now and then a little ſmart 
upon me in their Epigrams. This I did not 
regard, after I had read Milliam of Wickham's 
Motto at New College, Manners make the 
Man. | 5 5 
Too entertain you with a Courſe of my Stu- 
dies would be needleſs, as I did not ſtay to take 
any one Degree, my becoming a Member be- 
ing rather an Introduction to the Satisfaction of 
my Curioſity, than to any Foundation of Learn- 
ing I was ambitious of acquiring. Yet was I 
not idle during my Stay, having conſulted all 
the Authors and Records relating to the Hiſtory 
ok my Country, with a View to ſome other 

Work, of which my Readers ſhall have timely 
Notice. . 

I have often heard the Univerſity Sizes of 
Bread and Butter, which are ſmall Quantities, 
Value one Farthing each, ridiculed by your ro- 
buſt Fox-hunting Gentlemen. But, for my 
part, though I was always thought to have a 
pretty good Appetite, I found them more than 
ſufficient when I was ever ſo hungry : And as 
Men of Study , are uſually abſtemious with re- 
ſpect to the groſs Diet of the Body, and apply 
themſelves only to feed their Minds, I cannot 


but think this a competent Allowance for any 
good Scholar. 2 | 

The Buildings and Curioſities moſt worthy of 
Notice in Oxford, are, the Library at Baliol 
College; the inner Quadrangle, Library, and 
Garden at Merton College; the Front and 
ES EY. Tower 
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Tower over the Gate at Exeter College; the 
Chapel, Hall, Library and Provoſt's Apartments, 
all newly built at Due College; the Build- 
ings in general, eſpecially the Chapel and Hall 
at New College; Colonel Codrington's Library 
at A. Sou!s 3 the New Buildings at Magdalen's, 
and particularly the Chapel and Hall; the four 
Quadrangles, the lofty Cathedral, and the Hall 
and Library at Obi. Church ; the Chapel at 
Trinity; the two Quadrangles at St. John's; 
the noble Hats with the Ling, and 
Chapel, at Fadham; the New Buildings at 
Morcęſter; with ſeveral other Particulars relat- 
ing to the Colleges. 

But nothing is more deſervedly talked of in 
this City than the Theatre, a moſt magnificent 
Structure, built by Sir ChriAopher Wren, at the 
Expence of Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, The Bodleian Library, founded 
by Sir Thomas Bed/ey, contains one of the beſt 
ColleEtions of Books that can be found in 
Europe; and the Aſpmolæan Muſeum is not leſs 
rich in natural Curioſities, than the Library is 
in all Kinds of Reading, The publick Schools, 
where the Diſputations for taking of Degrees are 
held, deſerve well the Notice of a Traveller: 
But Dr. Ratcliff”s Library, which was then 
building, promiſed, in Time, to exceed almoſt 
any thing I had ever beheld. 

Blenbeim Houſe, near WWiedftock, is a moſt 
magnificent Palace, but bas been cenſured by 
: the Criticks in Building. For my own Part, I 
will not make myſelf a Judge in this Matter, 

the 
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the whole Extent of the Edifice being ſo great, 
that I could not diſtinctly take it in at the ſame 
Point of Sight, 5 1 
There is nothing to be feen at Voodſtoct of 
that famous Bower built formerly by King 
Henry the Second for Fair Roſamond : But a 
Spring in the Park ſtill bears the Name of that 
Fe TINT 1 2 | DAP 

In the North-Weſt Corner of this County, 
near Chipping- Norton, T ſaw the four Shire- 
ſtones, being the ſeveral Bounds of the Coun- 
ties of MWorceſter, Warwick, Glouceſter and Ox- 
ford. As to Roman and other Antiquities, a 
great many have been found in Oxfordſhire, 
which I ſhall not take upon me to enumerate”: 
But the greateſt natural Curioſity I ſaw, which 
indeed is not peculiar to. this Place, was the 
Cafcade in the Rivulet at Somerton, and the 
petrifying Quality of the Waters in that Ri- 
vulet. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


1 HIS is a long, and, for the moſt part, a 

narrow County ; the Borders, which are 
touched. by the Counties of Bedford, Hertford, 
Middleſex, Berks, Oxford and Northampton, 
being ſo irregular, that it is hard to find any 
thing like it, any more than like Oxfordſhire. 
1 will only obſerve therefore, that the greateſt 
Length is from South to North, and that the 
| D 6 principal 
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principal Rivers,:. beſides che. Thames, which 
parts it from Ber ſbire, are the Ouſe, the Tame, 
and the Coln, 

- The Airof Buckinghamſhire is very. good, and 
the Soil, conſiſting chiefly of Chalk or Marl, 
ſo exceeding. rich, that the Bread and Beef of 
this County are famous even to a Proverb. The 
Chiltern Hills are all covered with Stones, which 
I obſerved did not in the leaſt deſtroy their Fer- 
tility, as is common elſewhere. Beſides Corn 
and Cattle, the County produces Timber, eſpe- 
cially Beech, and fine Wool, The Sheep that 
bear this Wool are fo famous, that I ſaw ſe- 


veral Rams, which the Owners told me coſt 


from eight to nine and ten Pounds apiece. 


But for nothing is Buckinghamſhire more famous 


than for the making of fine Bone-Lace, and of 
late Vears Paper. I bought at High Wickham, 


what they called a narrow Edging, in order to 


make me ſome broad faſhionable Ruffles, which, 
I think, ſtood me in half a Guinea a Pair by 
that time they were put on my Shirts, 

This Town of High Wickham, or FViccomb, 
though it conſiſts chiefly of one large Street, 
jeemed to me as genteel a Place as any in the 
County. But Buckingham and Ailesbury both 
claim the Predominance over it, the firſt as be- 
ing the County Town, and the latter as be- 
ing the Center of moſt, of the Buſineſs. The 


Manor of Ailesbury was held from William the 


Congucror, by a very odd Tenure : The Inha- 
bitants being to furniſh Litter and ſweet Herbs 
{or the King sBed and Chamber; three Eels in the 
Winter, 


- 
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Winter, and three Geeſe in Summer; and all this 
three times in a Vear, whenever the King pleaſed 
to viſit them ſo often. The People could not 
tell me whether there was at that time any Groom 
of the Chambers, employed to litter down his 
Majeſty and the Royal Family, as we now lit- 
ter Horſes. Buckingham is diſtant from London 
60 Miles, and Ailesbury 44. 


The noble College of Eaton, divided by t the 


Thames from M indſor, was founded by King 
Henry VI, to prepare Youth for the Univerſities, 
and a great many Sons of the Nobility and Gen- 
try are always there. But the young Rogues 
were ſo very unlucky, and play'd ſo many Tricks 


with me as I walked about, that I could not be 


ſo inquiſitive here as I intended. 

At Clefden, the delightful Seat of the Prince of 
Wales, T had the Pleaſure of ſeeing thoſe charming 
little Cherubs, his Royal Highneſs's three eldeſt 
Children. In the Gardens of Stowe, belonging 
to the Lord Cobham, my Guide had like to have 
| loſt me; and truly I never ſaw any thing of the 
ſame Kind fo ſpacious, elegant and magnificent. 
Would his Lordſhip (thought I, as I was me- 
ditating upon the Beauties of this Place) but e- 
rect my Buſt among his Heroes of Virtue and 
Learning in the Temple there, I ſhould think 
all my Labour in travelling over the Kingdom 
more tha! ſufficiently nnn 


x 
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HERTFORDSHIRE. 


J Could not compare Herifordſhire to any 


thing it more reſembled than the Head of the 


Rhinoceros, which. I had ſeen ſome Time be- 
fore in London, the long Nook from Berkham- 
ſiead to Tring ſerving for the Horn on the Noſe. 
It is furrounded on the North, Eaſt and South 
by Cambridgeſhire, Eſſex and Middleſex, and on 
the Weſt by Buckinghamſhire and Bedfordſhire, 
'The chief Rivers in this County are the Lea 
and the Coln, 


Phyſicians often recommend the Air of Her- 


Feradſbire to Perſons in a bad State of Health, 
which manifeſts: the Goodneſs of it better than 
any thing I can ſay, The Soil is generally rich, 
producing excellent Wheat and Barley, the lat- 
ter of which they ſend to London malted. As 
the Paſtures are leſs excellent, Hertfordſhire does 
not equal ſome other Counties for Cattle; nor 

is it famous for any particular Manufacture. 
Hertford, the County Town, is antient, and 
has been larger than at preſent: But Fare, a 
more modern Place, on account of the Road 
lying through it, has run away with much of 
the Trade and Populouſneſs of its Mother Town. 
At this Place I went to ſee the great Bed fo 
much talked of, which is not altogether ſo large 
as ſome Travellers have repreſented it; though, 
for my own Part, I ſhould not deſire more 
| Room 
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Room to ſleep in than to be one among fifty, 
of my own Stature, to lie upon it, It wasina 
very decaying Condition when I had a Sight of 
it. Hertford and Ware, as well as St. Albar's, 
which I ſhall next mention, are nearly at the 
ſame Diſtance from London, neither being leſs 
than 20, nor more than 22 Miles. _ 
St. Alban's ſtands near the Seat of the antient 
Verulam, which was a great 'Town before the 
Birth of our Saviour, perhaps the greateſt in 
England, The preſent Town is large and po- 
pulous, having three Pariſh Churches, of which 
the old Abbey Church is a remarkably beautiful 
Gothic Building. I went to viſit this Piece of 
Antiquity, and, in particular, to ſee the Body 
of Duke Humphrey, Brother of the valiant King 
Henry the Fifth, And it unluckily happened 
the ſame Day, when I came back to the Inn, 
that having ordered a Lark for my Dinner, 
which was the only one in the Larder, the 
Cook's Eye being turn'd juſt as ſhe was going to 
bring it in, a Cat ran away with it; ſo that 
after having been to ſee the Skeleton of Duke 
Humphrey, IJ was obliged, as your Men of Wit 
ſay, to dine with him. 5 

It is impoſſible for a Man, who has any taſte 
of Learning, to viſit St. Alban's, without think- 
ing of the great Francis Lord Bacon, Baron of 
Verulam, Viſcount St. Albans, and Lord High 
Chancellor of England, who is allowed to 
have laid the Föundation of moſt of the modern 
Improvements in the Sciences, and was born at 
Cerhambury. In this County, at Abbots Lang- 
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ey, was alſo born Nicholas Breakſpear, who, for 
his great Learning, was raiſed to be Pope, by 
the Name of Adrian IV. Theſe two Curi- 
ities in the human Race may atone for the 
want of other natural Curioſities in this County, 
of which there are not many. I had the Op- 
portunity, however, of ſeeing ſome Roman An- 
tiquities, particularly near Eſſetree, and between 
Caldecot and Henxworth. 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


THE Figure of this County is ſomewhat 
| like a Turki/h Turban, or a Ruſſian Cap 
with large Fur Borders, It has on the North 
the Counties of Northampton and Huntingdon, on 
the Eaſt-and South Cambridgeſhire and Hertfor d- 
ſhire, and on the Weſt Buckinghamſhire. Its 

chief Rivers are the Ouſe and the Iel. 
The Air is temperate, clear and healthy, and 
the Soil fruitful, eſpecially on the North of the 
Ouſe. Beſides Fullers Earth, of fo much Im- 
portance to the Woollen Manufacture, the Com- 
modities here are Cattle, Veniſon, Fowl, 
Timber, Woad, Wheat and Barley in great 
plenty. Great Quantities of Corn are ſent 
from hence down the Ouſe to Lynn, and from 
thence ſhipped for Holland. The Manufactures 

are Bone Lace and Straw Hats, 

"Bedford Town, 47 Miles from London, is 
well built, populous and flouriſhing, A 272 
| | ra- 
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Traveller cannot come to this Place without 
thinking of John Bunyan, the Author of the 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, who was here firſt a Tinker, 
and then a Preacher. Dun/table is ſituated upon 
a Chalky Hill, that has no Springs, the People 


being ſupplied with Rain Water, of which great 


Plenty is always preſerved in four public Ponds. 
Having been diſappointed of my Lark at St. 
| Mlban's, IJ had two or three Feaſts on the Larks 


of this Town, which are eſteemed the beſt in 


England. 

When I came to the Duke of Bed rd's 
noble Seat, called Y/oburn Abbey, I was highly 
delighted with the large Baſon of Water, and 
the fine Yatcht that fails in it. In a Fleet of 
Ships, built downwards in proportion to this as 
a firſt Rate Man of War, and confined to a 


Sea of not much greater Magnitude, methought 


J could have undertaken to make a good Lord 
High Admiral. 
I ſaw the 8 of the Plant Woad, to 
make it fit for the Dy yery, but will not fatigue 
my Readers with reciting it. What I mention 
this Plant again for, is juſt to obſerve, that the 
old Britons, our Forefathers, dy'd their Skins 
with it, to make them look terrible to their 
Enemies; from which, in the Opinion of fome 
Learned Aon. their Name was deriyed, the 
Word Brith hgnifying Painted in their Lan- 
guage, 

At Pollux Hill, near Ampthill, 1 was told of 
a Gold Mine diſcovered there ſome Vears ago: 
But no uſe is now made of it, the Charge of 

extracting 
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extracting the Metal being greater than the 
Value of the Produce. Upon which a very 
ſenſible Farmer obſerved to me, that the Fng1i/h 
Wool is our true Golden Fleece, which may 
command the Wealth of all other Countries. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


T AKE a Piece of Dough or Glazier's 

Putty, as long again as it is thick, and: 
ſqueeze it together a little in the Middle, and 
you will have pretty near the Shape of Cam- 
bridgeſhire. This irregular Figure is bounded on 
the North by Lincolnſpire and Norfolk, on the 
Eaſt by Suffolk, on the South by Eſer and 
Hertfordſhire, and on the Eaſt by the Counties 
of - Bedford, Huntingdon, and Northampton. 


The chief River is the O#/e :. Befides which 


' here are the Cam and the Neen, with a great 


Number of Drains for carrying the Waters off 


the Fen-lands. 7: 
In the ſouthern and dry Parts of this County 
'the Air is pleaſant and healthy, and the Soil 
good ; but the northern Parts, which are low 
and watery, have not the ſame Advantages to 
boaſt of. The Commodities in general, how- 
ever, are Corn, Cattle, Butter, Cheeſe; Cole- 
ſeed, Hemp, Fleſh, Fowl, Fire-ſtone, and 
Saffron. Paper and Basket Work, are the chiet 
Manufactures, © b l 
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Eh, in an Iſland of the fame Name, made 


by the Waters in the Low Lands of the County, 


is remarkable for a fine Cathedral, and great 
plenty of Proviſions. But it muſt give Place to 
Cambridge, the County Town, and a famous 
Univerſity, having ſixteen Colleges and Halls, 
and fourteen Pariſh Churches, 9 
The Situation of this Place is far inferior to 
that of Oxford ; nor are the common Buildings 
very extraordinary, But the Univerſity, like 
that of Oxford, ſends two Members to Parlia- 
ment, beſides thoſe for the Town. Here is alſo 
a Chancellor, a High Steward, and a Vice- 
Chancellor, whoſe Offices are pretty much the 
ſame as at Oxferd, , 
Peter-Houſe is the moſt antient Foundation for 
Learning in this Univerſity : But the Buildings 
and Curioſities of moſt Note at preſent are Clare- 
Hall, one of the moſt uniform Structures, and 
the beſt ſituated in the whole Place ; Archbiſhop 
Parker's curious Library at St, Bennet's, con- 


ſiſting chiefly of ſcarce Manuſcripts ; Genvit and 


Caius College, conſiderable both in Building and 


Revenues ; King's College, in which is one of 


the fineſt Gothic Chapels in the World, beſides 
a great Addition of new Buildings to the Houſe ; 
Queen's College, admired by Eraſmus for its 
aww Situation ; the new Building at Catha- 
rine Hall; the Stone Bridge and Library at St. 
John's; Trinity College, admired for its Capa- 
ciouſneſs and Beauty, as well as for the Library, 
which equals it alone with moſt foreign Univer- 
lities; and Sidney College, famous for _ the 
/ lace 
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Place where Oliver Cromwell had his Education, 


The Students tell you, that he F them a large 


Quantity of Plate: But when I asked for the 


particular Pieces, they told me they had none 


ſuch, but that he lf? them their whole an- 
tient Stock, when he carry'd off that from the 
other Colleges. 

Cambridge is diſtant from London 52 Miles. 
T did not fail, while I was here, to make ſuch 
Collections as might be of uſe to me in my fu- 
ture Studies. 
Newmarket, on the Ed ge of Cambridgeſhire, 
towards Suffolk, is famous for the Horſe-Races 
on the Heath. I was there in the Seaſon ; but 
did not care to hazard my Money with Sharpers, 
either noble or common. 

Misbich is a Place of great Trade to London, 
but! in no very healthful Situation. 

There is not a greater Curioſity in this Coun- 
ty, nor perhaps in England, than the iaborious 
and expenſive Works that have been made for 
draining their Fens. While I was ſurveying 
thoſe, I had an Opportunity | of ſeeing the 
Duckoys, for entrapping of wild Water Fowl, 
by the help of Ducks trained up to this treach- 
erous Art, One of theſe, I was aſſured, ſends 
to London ſometimes two or three thouſand Cou- 

ple in a Week. 
Sͤturbridge Fair, which begins on the "Sth of 
September, and continues fourteen Days, is a- 
lone worth a Traveller's going to ſee. It is kept 
in a common Field near Cambridge, where a 
Man muſt be amazed to behold a large TIN 
| 0 
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of Booths, ranged out into regular Streets, all 
ariſing in a few Days; and ſuch a Concourſe of 


| People reſort to it, that fifty Hackney Coaches 


from London have found Employment here in a 
Seaſon. When the Buſineſs of Wool and Hops 
is over, which are the chief Articles of Trade, 
the Nobility and Gentry reſort ' hither to buy 
Toys, Curioſities, Mercery Goods, &:c, and 
to ſee the Shows and Entertainments of the 
Place, | | | 

I was much ſolicited, while I was here, to 


| ſuffer myſelf to be put ina Box, and exhibited 
to the People at T hree-pence apiece : Some, that 


pretended to be my Friends, and to whom. I 
had communicated my publick-ſpirited Deſign 
of viſiting and deſcribing the Kingdom, urging, 
that T might get Money enough by this Means 
to defray the whole Expence of my Under- 
taking, as I was no voluptuous Liver. But my 
Heart broiled within me at hearing the mean 
and beggarly Propoſal. I could not help ex- 
preſſing in Words my Anger and Indignation, 
which, when they heard, they had the good 
Manners to excule themſelves, and to ask my 


Pardon, | . 


HUNTING: 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


T HE Figure of this County would be pretty 
* near a Square, if the Lines on all the Sides 
were ſtrait to the Angles. It is bounded on the 
Weſt, North, and Eaſt, by the Counties of 
Cambridge and Northampton, and on the South 
by Bedfordſhire. The Ouſe and the Neen are 
the principal Rivers . 

- The many Fens and Meers in Huntingdon- 
Hire, render the Air ſomewhat unwholeſome, 
except about the South-Weſt part. The Soil is 
fruitful, yielding good Crops of Corn in the Up- 
lands, and of Paſture in the Lower Grounds, 
The chief Commodities here are Corn, Cattle, 
Fiſh, Fowl; and the Stilion Cheeſe is particu- 
larly famous, being the Engliſb Parmeſan, 
Huntingdon, 57 Miles from London, has for- 
merly been in a more flouriſhing Condition than 
at preſent. It had once fifteen Churches, tho 
now only two: But theſe are handſome Struc- 
tures, as is alſo the Stone Bridge over the Ouſe, 
leading to Godmanchefter, a Place famous for ex- 
cellent and wealthy Husbandmen. Oliver Crom- 
well, diſtinguiſhed by his great Abilities and 
wonderful Succeſs, was born at Huntingdon of 
a good Family : But having waſted his Fortune 
in his Youth, I was ſhewn at St. ves the 
Eſtate of which he turned Farmer, in order to 

retrieve his ſhatter'd Circumſtances. 


Going 


* 28 


| 23 — Py pon g BY. 


e. 


e WD mM tw Sn th 


= 08. NPs 5 ĩ Eo -6d 92 1 


"I 


ver England and Wales. 71 
Going through Stilton, I baited at the Houſe 
of Cooper Thornhill, who hath fince made him- 
ſelf fo famous, by riding three between 
that Town and London in one Day, being three 


times 69, or 207 Miles. I cannot tell whether 
Mr. Thornhill may remember me or no, as I do 
not make a great Appearance; but I do aſſure 


him, upon my Honour, that I wouldinot: tell a 


Lye for the ſake of being thought acquainted 


with the greateſt Perſon in England. 
A Man cannot have much Converſation in 
Huntingdonſbire, without hearing the Story of the 


celebrated Jury in 1619. Judge Dadderidge, 


who had been the Norfolk Circuit the preceding 
Aſſizes, found fault with the Sheriff for impa- 
nelling unqualified Perſons to ſerve on the Grand 
Jury. The Sheriff, being a Man of Humour, 
reſolved: to fit him with Quality, and preſented a 
Liſt, containing a King, a Prince, two Dukes, 
a Marqueſs, an Earl, a Lord, two Barons, a 
Knight, a Squire, a Gentleman, a Yeoman, 
a Pope, a Cardinal, a Biſhop, an Abbot, an 


Archdeacon, a: Fryer, a Monk, a Prieſt, and 


a Deacon; all which, upon Examination, pro- 
ved to be the real Surnames of ſo many different 


Perſons in this County. . * 
. 5 ' ; * | ] 
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T H E ke as of e is in Fi- 


gure not unlike a Tongue, the Tip of 
which runs up between Lincolnſbire and Cam- 
bridgeſhire. Other Counties bordering on this, 
are Rutlandſbire, Leiceſterſpire, Warwickſhire, 
Oxfordſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Bedfordſhire and 
Huntingdonſbire. Its great Length occaſions it 
thus to touch on ſo many different Shires. The 
principal Rivers here are the Neen and the 


Melland, with a little of the Oufe, he Leam, 


and the-Charwell. 
be Air of this County i is allowed to be very 
healthy, except in the little Corner of Peter- 


Fꝛorong Hundred; which occaſions it to be 
| -. crowded with Goats! of the Nobility, as well 


as with Towns and Villages. The Soil is very 
fertile both for Corn and Graſs, having but one 


barren Heath; but Fuel .is in moſt Parts very 


ſcarce. The Commodities are Sheep and Horſes ; 
and the ManufaQtures, Serges, — Shal- 
loons, Boots and Shoes. - © 
| Nerthamptanſhire, the County Town, , is 66 
Miles from London, and generally ſaid to be in 
the. Middle of England. It is indeed at about 
equal Diſtance from. the Briſtol Channel, the 
Thames Mouth, and the Gulph between Tir 
colnſture and Norfolk, The ſame Property is 
lome- 
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ſometimes aſcribed to Derby, which lies in like 
Manner between this Gulph, the Humber, and 
the Mouth of Dee. But to ſay which Place is 
properly in the Middle of ſuch a Country as 
England, the Coaſts of which are ſo irregular, 
would be extremely difficult. | 
There is not a handſomer Town in this Part 
of the Kingdom than Northampton, which owes 
this Beauty to the Misfortune of having been 
almoſt wholly conſumed by Fire. At All- Hal- 
los Church, which is a ſtately Edifice, four 
Streets regularly terminate, which has a very 
good Effect. Here are two Bridges over the 
River Neen, and a Horſe Market, which is 
thought to exceed any other in England. The 
George Inn looks rather like a Palace than a 
Publick- Houſe, 5 5 
Peterborough is the leaſt City in England, and 
has the pooreſt Biſhoprick annexed to it: But 
the Cathedral is one of the moſt noble and an- 1 
tient Gothic Buildings in the World. | Catha- 
rine, the divorced Wife of King Henry VIII, 
and Mary Queen of Scots, lie buried in it. 
Among the Curioſities of this Country, I vi- 
ſited ſeveral Roman Antiquities z particularly 
Cordyke Foſs, near Peterborough, a Work de- 
x ſigned not only to drain the Fens, but to pro- 
| mote Commerce ; the Road, called the Forty- 
foot Way; Remains of Camps and Cities at 
: Goldsborough, Caſtor, Daventry, Cheſter, and 
Caſtle Dykes, At Naſeby, 11 Miles to the 
North-Weſt from Northampton, was fought the 
| | E great 
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oreat Battle that entirely ruined the Cauſe of 
King Charles], The Eccho at Oxendon, near 
Kettering, would have ſurprized me, if I had 
not been informed of it before hand, Though 
J have not a ſtrong Voice, it repeated after me 
diſtinctly theſe Words: Northamptonſhire is a 
fine County, | 

I obſerved here, as in moſt other Places, the 

Superſtition of the Country People with regard 
to their local Wonders. The Well at Oundle is 
ſaid to drum againſt any important Event; yet no 
Body in the Place could give me a rational Ac- 
count of their having heard it, though almoſt 
every one believes the Truth of the Tradition: 
And as the preſent Rebellion was ſo near ap- 
proaching when I was there, one would have 
thought this ſubterraneous Drummer ſhould at 
leaſt have begun to put his Inſtrument in tune. 
As I could hear nothing myſelf, I defired a Gen- 
tleman on the Spot to ſend me word whenever 
he begun beating : But he has only informed 
me, that though ſeveral Reports of that Kind. 
have ſince been ſpread, he did not think it 
would be worth my while to come down again 


for Satisfaction. 
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RUTLANDSHIRE. 


As every Man has naturally a Fondneſs for 

what the moſt nearly reſembles himſelf, I 
muſt own I felt a more than ordinary Pleaſure 
upon entering the little County of Rutland. I 
had indeed, during my whole Journey, de- 
ſigned to make it the Spot of my Reſidence 


longer than any County of larger Dimenſion : 


For as there is very much wanted a compleat 
Set of good Maps and Deſcriptions, made from 
actual Surveys of the ſeveral Counties in Eng- 
land; I, by Sympathy, pitched upon this for 
my Part of fo neceſſary a Work. I proceeded. 
in it a great Way at my firſt Viſit, but cannot 
fay J have entirely finiſhed my Deſign. Even 
ten or twelve Miles ſquare, to ſurvey it exactly, 
requires a great deal of Labour: I truſt, how- 


_ ever, not more than I ſhall have Strength and 


Spirits to go through with Reputation, - when 
I take my next Journey thither for that Purpoſe 
only. : 
Having at the Beginning of this Work ex 
preſſed my affection for ſmall Volumes, I ſhall 


not make the Letter-Preſs of this Survey con- 


fiſt of more than one Pocket Octavo, hand- 
ſomely printed, But the Map J propoſe ſhall. 
be ſo particular, as to contain every Houſe, 
Barn and Hedge. About ten Sheets in Imperial 
Folio, I believe, will comprize it, which I ſhall 


E 2 deliver 
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deliver to Subſcribers at the ſmall Price of Three 
Shillings and Six-pence per Sheet, What I 
ſhall ſay at preſent of this County will be in 
proportion to my other Deſcriptions, as I would 
by no means leſſen the Value of my future Un- 
dertaking. | 
Rutlandſbire is bounded by the Counties of 
Leiceſter, Lincoln, and Northampton, It is pretty 
near an oval Figure, and exceedingly well wa- 
tered, The principal Rivers are the Welland and 
the Gua/ſh. T 
A better Air, or a more fruitful Soil, is not 
to be found in any Part of England: But the 
Vale of Catmoſs exceeds the reſt of the Coun- 
ty. Thechief Commodities are Corn, Cattle, 
Fiſh, Wool and Wood, | | 
Olebam, 96. Miles from London, is a good 
Market Town, and has a fine Church, a good 
Free-ſchool and Hoſpital, and the Remains of 
an old Caſtle. Though I have all along care- 
fully avoided mentioning the Manner in which I 
travelled, the Cuſtom of this Place obliges me 
not to conceal from the Reader how I came in- 
to it. Some invidious Perſon had given out that 
I was a Lord newly arrived from Lilliput; and 
as the Ears of the Beaſt that carried me were cut 
ſhort, and ſhaped as much as poſſible like thoſe 
of a very ſmall Horſe, I had a long Diſpute to 
fave the Shoes of poor Jack, one of which, 
they told me, was forfeited to the Caſtle. I 
found upon Record, that this Fee was due with 
regard to the Horſe of a Baron, and nothing 
elſe: So I proved myſelf at laſt to be no Lord; 


and 
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and Fack by his Braying, while they were 
teizing of us, demonſtrated he was no 
Horſe. 3 
At Uppingham, the only Market Town be- 

ſides in the County, is another good Free- ſchool 

and Hoſpital, founded by the ſame Perſon as 

_ thoſe at Okeham. | 
— If Feffrey Hudſon, the famous Rutland/bire 
Dwarf, had been alive, and at home when I ; 
was at Okeham, I dare ſay we ſhould have had 
many an agreeable Hour together. This Man 
never grew to be quite an Ell high, and was 
brought to Court in the Time of King Charles I. 
on account of his Stature. J muſt confeſs it 
was in Emulation of his being ſerved up at 

Table in a cold Pye, that I made my triumphant 
Entry in Cheſhire upon one of the Cheeles of 
the County, But 7efrey grew proud, and: 
neglected his Friends after he became a Cour- 
tier; a Fault which, I hope, no Merit or Fa- 
vour, will ever induce me to be guilty of. 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 


T HIS County would have been a more re- 
gular Figure, if Rutlandſbire had been a 
part of it: For it is indented by that ſmall 
County on the Eaſt, as it is by Nottingham/hire 
cn the North, The other Counties that border 
upon it are Lincolnfhire, Northamptonſhire, War- 
wick/hire and Derbyſhire, The principal Ri- 

| | 3 vers 
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vers are FWreke, 1 * Anker, and Mol- 


and. 
The Air of Leiche 1 found very ſweet 
and wholeſome, ane Poil in general good, 
but worſe towards Lf Pr: than in any other 
Part. In this Pay 2 vever, there are great 
Numbers of Whoſe Wool is much e- 
ſteem'd, and p pf e #* Pit-coal ; whereas the 
South-Weſt is but indifterently provided with 
Fuel. The chief Commodities are Corn, 
Fleſh, Fiſh, Fowl, Beans, and - Horſes for 
Draught. Here is a good Manufacture of 
Stockings, though the principal Trade of the 
County is in Farming. 
Leice/ler Town, 98 Miles from London, is 
jarge and populous, containing five Pariſh | 
Churches, and a great many, good Buildings, It 
ſtends nearly in the midſt of the County, ard 
the Collegiate Church in it is. particularly wor- 
thy of Notice. Henry the Firfi Duke of Lan- 
caſter, and his Son, lie buried in it. The Re- 
mains of Leiceſter Caſtle, built for his Place of 
Reſidence, are ſtill magnificent, The whole 
Encloſure, when entire, contained 26 Acres, 
Lutterworth is famous for its petrifying Water, 
and for being the Place where Dr. John Wick- 
iff, the firſt Reformer, was Rector, and 
preached againſt the Errors of Popery. Bu/- 
worth Field, where King Richard the Third loſt 
his Crown ad Life, is about three Miles South 
of Boſworth Town. I was ſhewn ſeveral Pieces 
of Armour and Weapons, eſpecially large Ar- 
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row Heads, that have been turned up here by the 
Plowmen. | 

The Story of Thomas Burdet, Eſq; of Naw- 
ton Burdet, near Leiceſter, ſhould make us in 
love with the Gentleneſs of his preſent Ma- 


jeſty's Government with reſpect to Matters of 
| Treaſon, When the Rebellion broke out, tho 


he had then reigned eighteen Years, not one 
Subject had been put to Death for a Crime a- 
gainſt his Perſon. But this Mr. Burdet hap- 
pened only inadvertently to ſay, in the Reign 
of Edward IV, that he wiſhed the Head and 
Horns of his white Buck were in the Guts of 
him that put the King upon killing it; and 
the Judges of that Time wickedly conſtrued his 
Words into, High Treaſon, which occaſioned 


the poor Gentleman to be beheadgd, I think 
the Leicgſſer Peopꝶ told me · it was in the ſame 


Reign that a Citizen of Londen was hanged, for 


- faying he would make his Son Heir to the 
Crown; which wis his own Sigh, _ Pham is 


ſomething ſo monſtrouſly cruel in 


| | ſe Facts, 
that I ſhall take particular Car#to enquire into 
Hiſtory of the 


Kings of England. - & TP 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


- Þ HIS is the ſole County in England that is 

bounded regularly by four others, one to each 
Cardinal Point; for on the North it has Yor4/hrre, 
on the Eaſt Lincoloſtire, on the Weſt Derbyſhire, 
and on the South Lezce/ter/hire, As to Figure, 
Nottinghamſhire is oblong, having much the 
greateſt Length from South to North. The 
principal Rivers are the Trent and the Idle, the 
firſt of which waſhes almoſt the whole Length 
of the County. 

My Readers may think Iam too often par- 
tially favourable, when I tell them the Air 
of ſuch a County is healthy, and the Soil good: 
Bur ] aſſure them I write only what myſelf ex- 
perienced, and what the Inhabitants in the ſe - 
veral Places I came to in general confirmed, I 
am obliged therefore to ſay, though I have fo 
often repeated Words to the ſame Effect, that 
the Air of Nottingbamſbire is equal to any in the 

Kingdom. The Soil on the Eaſt-ſide is very 
fruitful, both in Graſs and Corn; but not fo 
on the Weſt, where the chief Productions 
are Woed and Coal. The chief Commo- 
dities are Wheat, Malt, Wool, Liquorice, 

Pit-coal, Wood, Fleſh and Fowl ; not to men- 
tion a Stone like Alabaſter, which, when burnt, 

makes a Plaiſter harder than that of Paris, and 


ſerves 
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ſerves to floor Rooms. Stockings, Glaſs and 
Earthen- ware, are the principal Manufactures. 
Nottingham, the County Town, is 122 
Miles from London. It ſtands exceedingly plea- 
ſant upon the Aſcent of a Rock, overlooking 
moſt delightful Meadows that lie between it and 
the Trent, which runs by at the Diſtance of 
about a Mile, Thereis a Stone Bridge over it 
of nineteen Arches, to which a Cauſey leads croſs 
the Meadows from the Town, which is large, 
well built and populous. The River is made 
navigable for Barges of Burthen at a great 
Expence, which is vaſtly overpaid by the Com- 
merce it promotes. Beſides its Manufacture of 
Hoſe, Nottingham is famous for its excellent 
Ale, which the Inhabitants have better Conve- 
niences of keeping than at moſt other Places; 
for they have excellent Cellars, one under ano- 
ther, te a Depth that wearied me with going up 
and down, all cut out of the Rock on which the 
Town ſtands, Thoſe belonging to my Land- 
lord Sully, at the 7/hite Lion, are, I think, 
the deepeſt in the whole Town, Here it was 
that King Charles I. ſet up his Standard, when 
the fatal Civil War broke out between him and 
his People; and here Marſhal Tallard, who was 
| taken Priſoner at the Battle of Blenheim, re- 
| mained about ſeven Years. The Caſtle is very 
antient, and was lately beautified by the preſent 
Duke of Newca/?le, to whom it now belongs, 
Newar# is another populous, well-built, tra- 
ding Town, and has formerly likewiſe been a 
Phace of Defence, on account of the Caſtle, in 
| x E 5 which 
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which John King of England died, I have a 
particular Veneration for this King, becauſe, if 
we may infer any thing from a proverbia] Say- 
ing, he had a great Reſpect for little Men, who 


are to this Day called King John's Men, as [ 
have often experienced. 


Near Mansfield, noted for its Malt, is the 


Foreſt of Sherwood, made fo fanious by the Ex- 
ploits of Robin Hood, and his Gang of Free- 
booters. On one Side of this Foreſt, towards 
Nottingham, I was ſhewn a Chair, a ow. and 
Arrow, all faid to have been his Property. 
And at Mansfield Town lived that notable Mil- 
ler, who after entertaining our Fore-fathers ma- 
ny Years in an old Song, has agreeably di- 


verted the Pre Age in a ſatirical Ballad 
Opera, | h 


DERBYSHIRE. 


HTS: Doutity is alſo longeſt | 1080 North 
to South, and the Northern Part is much 
broader than the Southern. It is in Shape ſome- 
what like the Bludgeon with which your Far- 
riers ſtrike in their Fleams to bleed Horſes, the 
ſhort Handle running down between Staffordſhire 
and Leice/terfhire, The reſt of it is ſurrounded 
by more of Stafford/hire and Part of Chhire on 
= Weſt, Yor4/hire on the North, and Nor- 

finvhamſhire on the Eat, The Erwaſh, the 

| Deve, 
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Dove, the Derwent, and the Trent, are the 
principal Rivers of Derbyſbire. | 
On the Eaſt- ſide of this County the Air is 
pleaſant and healthful, and the Soil fertile, eſpe- 
cially for Barley: But the Weſtern Part, parti- 
cularly the North-Weſt, is allowed to be one of 
the rudeſt and wildeſt Countries in England; and 
I verily think, from my own Obſervation, that 
J met with nothing like it in all my Travels, 
except in ſome Parts of North Wales. Yet 
this wild Country, famous by the Name of the 
Peak, produces valuable Commodities, ſuch as 
Lead, Antimony, Marble, Alabaſter, Cryſtal, 
Pit-coal, Iron, Grind-ſtones, and even plenty 
of Graſs in the Vallies that lie between the 
Mountains, | | 
Derby, the County Town, 122 Miles from 
London, has a handſome Stone Bridge over the 
River Derwent, a beautiful Town-houſe, and 
five Churches, of which that of Al. Saints has a 
very fine Gothic Tower, The Town is exceed- 
ing populous, and has a great Trade in Malt and 
Ale, beſides a Staple for Wool. It was upon 
the Ale of this Place, that Henry of Auranches, 
Poet Laureat to King Henry III. made thoſe 
_ whimſical Latin Verſes, which have been thus 
tranflated: 


Of this ſtrange Drink, ſo like the Stygian Lake, 

Men call it Ale, I know not what to mate 

They drink it thick, and piſs it wondrous thin; 
l bat Store of Dregs muſt netds remain within Y 
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= Bl great Number of Gentry, eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe Eſtates are in the Peat, reſide here, and 
this was the furtheft Place to which the Rebels 
advanced Southwards in 1745. | 
Swarftone Bridge, which erofles the Trent a 
few Miles from Derby, is reckoned one of the 
fineſt Stone Bridges in England. Cheſterfield, the 
ſecond Town in this County, is a Place of great 
Antiquity and Trade. Buxton Wells were 
greatly in vogue among the Antients for their 
medicinal Virtues; and the hot Spring, which - 
riſes juſt by a cold one, is by ſome Phyficians 
preferred to the hot Springs at Bath. I drank 
of the Waters ſeveral Times, ind found them 
more palatable than any other Mineral Waters I 
had uſed in my whole Progreſs. Theſe Wells 
are accounted one of the Wonders of the Peak, 
and the fourth in order. Another is the Duke of 
Devonſhire's fine Seat and Gardens at Chatſworth. 
Mam- Tor, a Mountain which continually moul- 
ders away, without viſible Diminution, though 
it raiſes another Hill at the Foot of it, is the 
ſecond Wonder. The fifth is Tydefwal Spring, 
which at unequal Periods ebbs and flows with a 
gureling Noiſe, the height of three Quarters of 
a Yard, though it is not much' above a Yard 
deep, and a Yard in breadth. | 
But the moſt remarkable of the ſeven Wonders 
are the third, ſixth and ſeventh, three of the moſt 
extraordinary ſubterraneous Caves perhaps in the 
Univerſe, called Elden Hole, Pocl's Hole, and the 
Devil's Arſe in the Peak, Elden Hole, a Chaſm 
in the Side of a Mountain, has been fathomed 
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to the Depth of almoſt goo Yards, and no 
Bottom found. A Man was once ſuffocated b 
being let down in it only 200 Ells, which has 
prevented the fame Kind of Curioſity ever 
ſince, For my part, I was content to try the 
common Experiment of Travellers, by throwing 
down Stones, which I could hear rebound from 
Side to Side, till the Sound was loſt in one con- 
fuſed Noiſe. 8 

Pool's Hole, near Buxton, has an horizontal 
Bottom, and when you enter it by a narrow 
Mouth, it is amazing to ſee how it expands, like 
the Inſide of a vaſt Gothic Cathedral. The petri- 
fied Drops of Water reflect the Light of the 
Candle, and make a moſt agreeable Sight ; but 
I never chuſe to ſtay long in theſe damp dan- 
gerous Places. The Devil's Arſe, contrary to 
Pals Hole, is very wide at the Entrance, and. 
grows narrower as you proceed, As there is 
one Stream of Water in Poo!'s Hole, here are 
four that run acroſs the Cavern, which is un- 
paſſable beyond the laſt of them. There being 
ſuch Room for the Exchange of Air, I was not 
under the ſame Apprehenſiors here as I had been 
in the other Place, but ftaid a conſiderable 
Time, with my two Guides, to contemplate 
the beautiful Chequer of various coloured 
Stones that adorn the Roof of this natural 
Vault. | 

That the Mouth of this Cave is not very un- 
healthy, is manifeſt from its Inhabitants, here 
being a ſmall Village, as 1t were, of Cottagers, 
who have Houſes within this great Houſe, and 

live 
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live ſhelter'd from all bad Weather over Head, 
and from every Point of the Compaſs except 
one, They get their Bread chiefly by ſhewing 
Travellers the Place, and it was two of theſe 
that I mentioned as my Guides, I ſhall not 
repeat any of the ſuperſtitious Stories they told 
me, having no Inclination to make Error more 
general than it is already : But for thoſe who 
have a mind to inform themſelves particularly 
concerning the Wonders of the Peak, I would 
adviſe them to read the Poems of Mr. Hobbes, 
and Charles Cotton, Eſq; 


LANCASHIRE. 


1 Could not ſo lay out my Route, as to make 
all the Counties I viſited hang together like as 
in a String, without Interruption. I was obliged 
therefore to croſs a Part of Cheſhire, which J 
had before perambulated over, in order to come 
into Lancaſhire, This County is in Figure pretty 
much like a Violin ; only the Top 1s a little 
broke off by the great Inlet of Water, which 
receives the Streams of Ken, Foſs, Thuftone, and 
ſome others, The principal Rivers are the Mer- 
ſez, which divides it from Cheſhire, the Ribble, 
r 
Though the Air of Lancaſture is in general 
much better than in moſt Maritime Counties, 
the People who live near the Fens and Sea are 
pretty ſubject to Agues. The drier and more 
| inland 
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intand Parts are very healthy, and abound with 
antient People, In the level Grounds are good 
_ Crops of Wheat, but the ſtony Hills produce 
little * beſides Oats, and in the Moſs Grounds 
ſcarce any Fhing is to be got but Turf and 
_ Fir-Trees, Proviſions of all Soits are however 
very plentiful here, and the chief Commodities 
they ſend out are Oats, Cattle, fine Pit Coal, 
and Flax. The Manufactures are Woolen 
Cloths, Cottons, and Tickens, for which Man- 
cheſter, the firſt Town I came to in leaving 
Cheſhire, is particularly famous. 

Mancheſter is a remarkable Inſtance of the 
good Effect Freedom has upon Trade, As this 
Town is neither City, nor Corporation, but 
properly no more than a Village, every Man. is 
at liberty to follow what Occupation he pleaſes, 
without being ſubject to the Reſtraint of parti- 
cular Laws, Hence it is grown to contain above 
59,000 Inhabitants, a Number that can be 
match'd in very tew of our Cities. Here is a 
noble College, an Hoſpital, a Free-ſchool and a 
Library, founded and augmented by the Bene- 
factions of ſeveral Perſons of Honour. 

Leverpcole is another great Place of Trade in 
Lancaſhire, occaſioned partly by its convenient 
maritime Situation, and partly by the Immuni- 
ties of the Freemen, who are likewiſe free of 
Briftet in England, and of Waterford. and 
Ii exford in Ireland. An extenſive Trade is 
here carried on, not jo. 5 about the Hritiſb Iles, 
but with Holand, He, and the A 
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Plantations, fo that the Town bids fair in time 
to rival Briſtol itlelf. 
Lancaſter, the County Town, 232 Miles 
from Londen, is a Place of little Trade, and 
therefore not comparable to the Places laſt men- 
tioned : It boaſts however of great Antiquity. 
Warrington, remarkable for its Bridge over the 
Merſey; Wigan, a large Market Town, and 
Preflon, where the Rebels were defeated and 
made Priſoners in 1715, are all more conſider- 
able Places than the County Town itſelf, 
The Beauty of the Women, and Strength of 
the Men in Lancaſbire, are juſtly cried up. For 
my own Part, I was a good deal berwitched with 
a pretty little Inn-keeper's Daughter, at a Town 
that in reſpect to her I will not name. She was 
charmingly well proportioned, had a Skin as 
fair as Alabaſter, and came the neareſt to my 
own Size of any well-ſhap'd Woman I ever 
faw. Prudence, however, wrought on me to 
correct my Paſſion, as the Incumbrances of Mar- 
riage would not have been very ſuitable to a 
Traveller. „ 
One Thing, that has been obſerved before 
of this County, I got a thorough confirmation 
of; it is, that here are more antient Families, 
who continue at the Seats from which they take 
their Names, than in any other County through- 
out England, I obſerved their Prejudices were 
in a great Meaſure worn off with reſpect to Go- 
vernment ; and ſeveral Gentlemen owned to me, 
they were now convinced that the Enjoyment of 
Liberty is better than Suffering for Faceb:ti/m. 
a | Wimwick, 
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IWVinwick, near Warrington, is the beſt Be- 
nefice in England, worth near 1000 J. a Year. 
I ſaw ſome of the Trees that are dug up in 
Chatmoſſe, near this Place, which the poor Peo- 
ple burn both for Fuel and Candle, for which 
purpoſes they ſerve very well, There are ſeveral 
other natural Curioſities in Lancaſhire, as well as 
ſome remarkable Antiquities, of which T ſhall 
mention only Ribche/ter, a Place that, tho' now 
but a ſmall Village, was in the Time of the Ro- 
mans one of the largeſt and richeſt Towns in the 
Univerſe, and then called Cocceium. 


WESTMOREL AND. 


THIS is the neareſt to being a Maritime 

County of any in England that is not fo, 
being divided from the Sea only by the narrow 
Slip in the North of Lancaſhire, and even com- 
municating with a Gulph of it by the River 
Ken or Can. It forms a crooked Figure from 
South-Weſt to North-Eaſt, and is bounded by 
Cumberland, Durham and Yorkfhire, beſides Lan- 
caſhire before mentioned. The chief Rivers are 
Can, Lone and Eden. Winander Mere and 
Ully Lake are two great Bodies of ſtanding 
Water in this County, the firſt famous for de- 
licious Char-fh, and the ſecond being a Boun- 
1 between Wieſtmoreland and Cumber- 
and. | 


: The 
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The Air is ſharp and clear, but good for ro- 
buſt Conſtitutions, which the Natives common- 
ly enjoy. The Soil is various, as muſt be ex- 
peed in a Country diverſified with Hills and 
Valleys ; but in general more barren than fertile, 
ſo that it ſends out ſcarce any Productions. 
What Trade it has therefore is chiefly in Cloth, 
Stuffs and Stockings, which are manufactured 
for the moſt part at Kendal. 18 
Appleby is indeed the County Town, and a 
Place of great Antiquity: But as it is otherwiſe 
of very little Account, I ſhall only take notice 
that it has one broad handſome Street: Where- 
as Kendal has two principal Streets, interſecting 
one another, and a great many ſhorter Streets 
and Lanes. Here are ſeven incorporated trading 
Companies, each having its proper Hall: Beſides 
which, Kendal has twelve Chapels of Eaſe, to 
ſupply the Defect of only one Church, which 
however is beautiful and large, and has a hand- 
ſome well endow'd Free- ſchool ſtanding near it. 
The Walls of an old Caſtle are ſtill remaining 
on the Right- hand of the Town, which is: 256 
Miles from London. | 
Tue moſt remarkable natural Curioſity that 
T faw was the Well at Shap, which ebbs and 
flows ſeveral times in a Day, Near the ſame | 
Place are feveral large pyramidal Stones, the 
Work of Art, but on what Occaſion is not 
known, which ſtand in a Line at equal Di- 
ſtances for the Space of a Mile. The Roman 
Ruins in this County are too numerous to be 
recorded, I will only mention farther, that in 


going 
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going from hence into Cumberland, I paſſed | 
through the Village of Clifton, ſince remark- | 
able for a Skirmiſh there between his Royal | 


Highneſs the Duke, and a Party of the Re- 
bels, 


CUMBERLAND. 


A Weaver's Shuttle would not be an improper 
thing to compare this County to, if it were 
not for the ſmall Jutting- out towards theBiſhoprick 
of Durham, between Meſtmoreland and Nor- 
thumberland, which three Counties bound it on 
the Eaſt: Lancaſhire is the ſouthern Boundary, 
the Iriſb Sea the Weſtern, and on the North 
lies the Shires of Annandale and Lidiſdale in 
Scotland, Here are abundance of Rivers, and 
Bodies of ſtanding Water called Meres: The 
chief of the former are Eden and Derwent, 
The Air is cold and piercing, and would be 
more ſo but for the Hills that ſhelter it on the 
Side next Scotland. Upon the Mountains feed 
large Flocks of Sheep, who make excellent 
Mutton, and the Vales yield plenty of Corn; 
fo that in general it may be called a fertile Coun- 
ty, except for Trees. The chief Commodi- 
ties are Coal, Lead, Copper, Lapis Calaminaris, 
Black Lead, Fiſh, eſpecially Salmon, Wild 
 Fow), and Pearls. The Black Lead is almoſt 
peculiar to this County, which affords more 
than ſufficient of it for the Conſumption of all 


Europe. 
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Europe. The Pearls are found chiefly in the 
Mouth of a little Brook near Rawvenglaſs, 1 
brought away ſeveral of them, but have been 
informed they are not excelleit in their Kind. 
Carliſle, 301 Miles from London, is a Place of 
great Antiquity, and was formerly of great 
Strength. I ſhould have thought it pretty ſtrong 
at preſent, if the two late Inſtances of its ſpeedy 
Surrender to the Rebels, and then to the King's 
Forces under his Royal Highnek, did not ſeem 
to prove the contrary, It is almoſt of a trian- 
gular Figure, walled round, having three Gates, 
called the Engliſh Gate, the Iriſh Gate, and the 
Scotch Gate, The Caſtle, which appears to be 
a ſtout old Building, ſtands on the North-Weſt | 
of the Town, between the Scotch and 1riſh 
Gates. This City, by lying on the Borders be- 
tween England and Scotland, has ſuffered a great 
many Revolutions. It is at preſent well built 
and populous, and has a conſiderable. Trade, 
eſpecially in Fuſtians. 

Penrith, the firſt Town J came to out of 
Tz moreland, is eſteemed the ſecond in the 
County for Trade and Wealth: But if /Yhite- 
Haven continues increaſing, as it has done 
of late Years by the Trade in Coals and Salt 
with Jreland and Scotland, it will ſoon come to 
overtop all other Places, Cockermouth is another 
neat Town, which has alſo ſome ſhare of Trade, 
and an old Caſtle, 

At Brugh upon Sands, ſix Miles to the Weſt 
of Cart; iſe I ſaw the ſmall Pillar erected by a 
late Duke of e to the Memory of King 

| Eaward 
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Edward I. who died there, as the Inſcription on 
the Weſt-fide tells us, while he was preparing 
to make War againſt the Scots, in the Year 
1307. But I could not help obſerving that his 
Grace, in this Monument, ſeems to have had a 
View to his own Fame, as niuch as to that of the 
Monarch: For we are informed on the South- 
ſide, that the moſt noble Prince, Henry How- 
ard, Duke of Norfolk, &c. who erected this in 
1685, was deſcended from the ſaid Edward 
King of England. This led me into a deep 
Train of Reflections upon human Vanity, till I 
remembered how often J had been guilty of it 
myſelf on much leſs Occaſions, 

As this County was a kind of Frontier to the 
Romans, we need not wonder that a great Num- 

ber of their Antiquities are found in it : But 
the chief are the Ruins of the famous Pits 
Wall, built from Solvay Frith through Carliſle, 
quite acroſs the Kingdom to Newca/tle, about 
8 Miles in length, in order to reſtrain the Nor- 
thern People, who have always been very trou- 
bleſome to thoſe of the South. 7 


NORTHUM:- 
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| NORTHUMBERLAND. 


THE Figure of this County is not unlike a 

1 Sugar Loaf, only the Sides of the Cone are 
a little unequal, It is bounded on the North and 
North-Weſt by the Shires of Berwick and Ti- 
viotdale in Scotland, on the Eaſt by the German 
and Britiſb Ocean, on the South by the Biſhop- 
rick of Durham, and on the Weſt by Cumber- 
land. The principal Rivers are the Tine, the 
Cocket, and the Tweed, which laſt divides it 
from Scotland. There are abundance more of 
leſs Note. | Lows cy 1 

The Air is not ſo cold as might be imagined 

from the Latitude it lies in, being tempered by the 
Northern and Eaſtern Winds blowing over the 
Sea. It is a very healthful Country, the Inha- 
bitants living to a great Age, and ſeldom being 
much afflicted with Sickneſs. The Soil in the 
eaſtern Parts is fruitful, bearing moſt Sorts of 
Grain, and rich Graſs near the Banks of Ri- 
vers: But the weſtern Parts, being heathy and 
mountainous, are generally barren. Such is the 
Quantity of Pit-coal dug in the South-Eaſt part 
of this County, that it is imagined 600,000 
Chaldron are annually ſhipped from thence for 
the Port of London only. Here are alſo large 
Quantities of Lead, and plenty of Timber, 
which is chiefly employed in their Coal Works. 


Newcaftl 


over England and Wales. 95 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, fo called to diſtinguiſh it 
from Newca/tle under Line in Staffordſbire, is 
the richeſt and beſt Town in all the North of 
England, having a noble Bridge over the Tyne 
into the Biſhoprick of Durham, where is the 
large Suburb of Gateshead, thought to be the 
antient Gabroſentum. It is not Coals alone in 


which the Merchants of Newca/?le deal, they 


having an extenſive Commerce in moſt Commo- 
dities, The Town is built upon the top, ſide, 
and at the bottom of a Hill, having a good Stone 
Wall about it, ſufficient to prevent a Surprize, 
but not to ſuſtain a Siege, The low Part, next 
the River, is inhabited by ſuch People as may be 
expected in a Place of great Trade: But on the 
Hill are large handſome Strects, where J met 
with good polite Company. As- the Keel-men 
roſe while I was there, on account of the Price 
of Corn, they gave mea more terrible Idea than 
I had ever before conceived of the Violence of a 


Mot, and obliged me to keep in my Quarters till 


the Tumult was over. Theſe are the Men that 


_ convey the Coals in flat Bottoms down the River 


to Shields, where they are put on board the 
Ships. Newcaſtle is diſtant from London 276 
Miles. „ 

Morpeth, in the Road to Scotland, is another 
good Town, but does not merit a particular De- 
ſcription. Berwick upon Taweed is a Place of 


more Conſequence, and deſerves to be mentioned 
here, though not properly in the County of Ver- 
thumberland, being a County within itſelf, It 
ſtands on the North-ſide of the River, and ; 
well 
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well built, populous, and pretty ſtrongly forti- 
fed, ſending Members to Parliament as an Eng- 
liſb Borough. Much of the beſt Salmon, fold in 
London by the Name of Newcaſtle Salmon, is 
bought in Berwick Market. - 

1 was at Alnwick on a Court Day, when the 
whimſical Ceremony was performed of making 
Free two young Men of the Town. They jumped 
with great Solemnity into a miry Bog, which 
took one of them up to his Arm- pits, and would 
have let me in far enough over Head and Ears; 
which made me glad I had no Right to the 
Freedom of Alnwick, It ſeems King John ini- 
poſed this upon the Townſmen in their Charter, 
as a Puniſhment for not mending the Road, his 
Majeſty having fallen into this very Hole, and 
ſtuck there in State till he was relieved. 

T mentioned the Pitts Wall in Cumberland, 
and took Notice that it ended at Newca/tte eaſt- 


ward, 
DURHAM. 


: T HIS Biſboprick forms a Figure not much 

1 unlike Northumberland, if we make the 
bottom of the Cone eaſtward towards the Sea, 
as that of Northumberland is ſouthward. It is 
parted from this County on the North by the 
Derwent and the Tyne, and from Yor#hire on 
the South by the River Tees. The Sea bounds 


it on the Eaſt, and on the Weſt ſmall Parts ot 
| 1 | Cumber- 
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Cumberland and Weſtmoreland, and more of 
Yorkſhire. The chief River, beſides thoſe I have 
mentioned, is the Mere. | 28 
In the Weſtern Parts the Air is more ſharp 
than in the Eaſtern, but in general it isevery where 
wholeſome. The Soil has the ſame Variety as 
in Northumberland, being in the Eaſt and South 
comparable to the South of England, diverſified 
with beautiful Meadows, rich Paſtures, Corn 
Fields and Woods. Nor are the Inhabitants 
beholden to the Surface of the Earth only, the 
Bowels of it affording them Iron and Lead, be- 
ſides immenſe Quantities of Coals, Darlington 
is famous for Linnen Manufactures, particularly 
Huccabacks for Table-Cloths and Napkins. 


Durham City, 263 Miles from London, has 
been both larger and ſtronger than it is at pre- 


ſent: Yet it has now fix Pariſhes, and two 
Bridges of Stone over the River Were, which 
ſurrounds it on all Sides except the North: 
Here is no Trade; but the great Reſort of. 
Gentry, and the Reſidence of the Prebendaries, 
make the Place look chearful, and pleaſant e- 
nough to live in. The Biſhop, as Count Pala» 
tine, appoints all Officers of Juſtice, is Sheriff. 
Paramount of the County, and Earl of Sad- 
berg, Durham Cathedral is remarkable for its 
large Tower and Spires. are” 
At Biſhop's Aukland is a noble Stone Bridge, 

the Arch of which (for I got it meaſured) is re- 
ally wider than the boaſted Rialto at Venice, 
though ſcarcely taken notice of by any Tra- 
veller before me: An Inſtance how much our 

Res © un __ __ Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen neglect the Curioſities of their own 
Country, while they ſo eagerly hunt after thoſe 
that are leſs valuable abroad. In the Fields 
near Darlington, are three Holes of great Depth, 
ſaid by the common People to have no Bottom, 
and called Hell Kettles, They are full of Wa- 
ter; which makes me fall in with the more ra- 
tional Opinion, that they were old Coal Pite, 
render'd uſeleſs by the Water's riſing in them. 
There are in this County ſeveral Roman An- 
tiquities : But the moſt remarkable Curioſity is 
that natural one at Salt-Water Haugb, two 
Miles above Durham, where a Salt Spring riſes 


n the middle of the River Mere, and bubbles up 
For ſeveral Yards when the River is not ſwelled 


with Rains. This Water is as falt as:Brine, and 
upon boiling produces a Salt fit for Uſe, tho not 
exceeding palatable, 

T muſt not forget one mnnentiiary Inſtance 
of Temper that I was a Witneſs of while at 
Durham, and which I recommend to the Imitation 
of all paſſionate Maſters. A worthy Gentleman 
had invited me to Dinner, and ordered for one 
Diſh a Veniſon Paſty. It being warm Weather 
we ſat in the Hall, which was paved with very 
| ſmooth Stone; ſo that the Footman flip'd as 
he brought in the Paſty, and daſhed it all to 
pieces on the Pavement, I was in pain for the 
poor Fellow, who ſeem'd ready to ſink into the 
Earth: But his Maſter only faid, Thomas, .ha/? 
then get never another Paſty ? e Sir, ſaid 
Thomas. Aer well, replied my kind Hoſt, 
| a bring it, and mind that whenever 1 Com 

| om 
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Company to dine, and order a Paſly, there be 
two made for fear of ſuch another Accident, | 


TON R k 9 K IR E 


T HIS County, pres is divided into three 


Ridings, would have made three Counties 


larger than moſt others in England. It ap- 


proaches ſomewhat to a Diamond or Lozenge in 
Shape, the moſt diſtant Angles being the Point 
of Land on the North of Humber, and the Slip 
that runs up between Meſtmoreland and Durham. 


The other Counties that bound this are Lanca- 


ſhire, Cheſhire, Derbyſhire, Nottinghamſhire and 
Lincolnſhire, the German Ocean waſhing it on 
the Eaſt, The principal Rivers, beſides the 
Tees, which parts it from Durham, are the 
Ouſe, the Dun, the Calder, the Aire, the 
Il harfe, the Swale, the Darwent, and the 
Hull, which all contribute to ſwell that great 
Eſtuary called the Humber. I ſhould here take 
Notice, that there are ſeveral Rivers in the North 
of the Name of Darwent, as there are in dif- 
ferent Parts of the Kingdom ſeveral others of the 
Ouſe. 

With regard to Temperature and Soil, we 


muſt conſider Yorkſhire according to its three 


Diviſions, - - The Weft Riding enjoys a 
ſharp and healthy Air, and that Part next to 
the River Ouſe has a rich Soil, producing Wheat 
and Barley ; but the weſtern Part is more hilly, 
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and leſs fruitful, Other Commodities are Horſes, 
Goats, Allom, Pit-coal, Jet and Iron, In 
this Riding is the Town of Sheffield, long fa- 
mous for Cutlery Ware, as Leeds is for its 
Cloth, and Hallifax for its Kerſey Manufac- 
tures,——— The North Riding is thought to 
ſurpaſs both the others in reſpect of Air, and for 
eee is not inferior to the Weſt Riding, 


producing good Corn, and rich Paſturage, be- 
ſides Altom, Copperas, Marble and Pit-coal. 
The Capital, Lors, which ſtands at the Junc- 
tion of all three Ridings, is properly in this; as 
is alſo Richmond, which hath ſometimes a fourth 
Diviſion affigned it, called Richmondſbire. 
The Eaſt Riding is the leaſt healthy of the 
three, on Account of its Vicinity to the. Ger- 
man Ocean ; but this Inconveniency decreaſes 
as one travels farther inland, The Soil, how- 
ever, is moſt fertile where the Air is leaſt whole- 
fome ; for the Wolds, or hilly Part of this 
Diviſion, are generally dry, ſandy and barren, 
while there is good Produce towards the Sea. 
Great Quantities of lean Sheep are fold from 
this Riding to be fattened in other Countries. 
Kingſton upon Hull, and Beverly, are the chief 
Towns. | e od 
York isin Rank the ſecond City in the King- 
dom, the chief Magiſtrate being called Lord 
Mayor, like the Lord Mayor of London, from 
which it is diſtant 192 Miles, This was an- 
tiently ſo conſiderable a Place, as frequently to 
be the Reſidence of the Roman Emperors when 
they came into Britain, It has ſuffered a great 
many 
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many Revolutions, too tedious for me to men- 
tion. In the Church Hierarchy it is the Me- 
tropolitan See of the Northern Province, as 
Canterbury is of the Southern, the Archbiſhops 
of theſe Cities being all we have in England. As to 
its preſent State, N7r# is large, rich and populous, 
and has ſome Strength. The River Ouſe, over 
which it has a ſtrong Bridge, divides it into two 
Parts, the Eaſt of which is defended by a Wall, 
and the Weſt by a Ditch, over which there is 
another Bridge, with Houſes on it like a Streer. 
The Cathedral of St. Peter's, called here the 
Minſter, is a noble and antient Structure, con- 
taining many curious Monuments of Antiquity. 
The Chapter-Houſe is particularly admirable 
for curious Workmanſhip: And near it ſtands 
the Manour, a Royal Palace, formerly a Mo- 
naſtery, Here are about ſeventeen Churches in 
uſe beſides the Cathedral. William the Conguerer 


built here a Caſtle, which was antiently a Place 


of great Strength, but now ſerves for a Priſon, 
and is the moſt ſpacious and convenient one in 
the whole Kingdom. The Aſſembly Houſe is 
a noble modern Building, deſigned by the Earl 


of Burlington; and the Citizens preceded thoſe 
of London, in building a Manſion- Houſe for their 


+ 


Lord Mayor. | 
Hull, or King/ton, upon the River Hull, 
claims the Privilege, with ſome Lands conti- 


guous, of being a County by itſelf. It is a Place of 
the greateſt Strength in the North of England, 


and the Centre of all the inland Trade of this 


and ſeveral other Counties. Though Leverpoole 
= F 3 may 
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may rival it in the general Extent of its Com- 
merce, Hull has the Advantage of a great Trade 
with London, which the weſtern Situation of the 
other prevents it from enjoying. Here, as well as 
at Newcafile, is an Exchange for the tranſacting 
of Buſineſs. As the Situation of the Place will 
not admit the extending of its Bounds, the 
Streets are very cloſe, and the Houſes much 
crouded with Inhabitants, The Trinity-Houſe, 
for the Relief of Seamen, their Wives or Wi- 
dows, is a noble Eſtabliſhment, and was at firſt 
raiſed by a voluntary Subſcription, but now in- 
corporated by Authority. | 
It is computed that at Shield, and the Places 
about it, not leſs than forty-thouſand Perſons 
are employed in the Iron Manufacture. Among 
theſe are about five hundred Maſter Cutlers, 
who are incorporated by the Name of the Cut- 
lers of Hallamſbire, and enjoy a great man 
Privileges. Chaucer, who mentions a Sheffield 
W hittle above three hundred and fifty Years ago, 
proves the Antiquity of this Trade here. By a 
- Whittle he means one of your long Knives, ſuch 
a8 I ſhould think large enough for a Cutlaſs, 
which are come very much into faſhion again in 
the preſent Age. My Countrymen are wrong, 
indeed, to think they have invented many other 
modern Faſhions, which were only caſt off by 
their Great Grandfathers and Great Grandmo- 


* thers, on account of their Inconvenience or Un- 
ſightlineſs. 


Leeds 
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Leeds is a Town of very antient Date, and has 
a magnificent Stone Bridge over the River Aire, 


on which is held the Cloth Market: But the 


Trade of that Market being vaſtly increaſed, it 
extends alſo along the High-ftreet. I lay in the 
Town a Week, to obſerve the Tueſday's and Sa- 
turday's Market, which laſts only one Hour each 
Morning, beginning at Six in the Summer and 
Seven in the Winter. It is amazing to ſee 


with what Facility and Method the great Num- 
ber of Treſſels are brought out, the Cloths laid 


upon them, and all or a great Part diſpoſed of. 

In the two Hours that I was a Spectator of theſe 
Markets, I was informed that near fifty thouſand 
Pounds were dealt for, and all without the leaſt 
Hurry or Diſturbance, the Seller telling the Price 
in a low Voice, and he that comes to buy agree- 
ing or diſagreeing in few Words. The Cloth 
Market being over, the Linnen-drapers, Hard- 
ware Men, and Shoemakers, take Place of the 
Clothiers. In this large and populous Town I took 
notice of a noble Gui/d-Hall, and the Beauty of 


one of the three Churches, which I think they 


told me was St. Peter's. 

About Leeds and Halli ifax was the firſt Seat of 
the Woollen ManufaQure in England, and it 
continues to flouriſh here to this Day. The 


Pariſh of Hallifax is near twelve Miles over, 


and when one is out of the Town, all the Coun- 


try about ſeems a continual Village; ſo that if 


this be not the largeſt, it is the moſt populous 


Pariſh in England, having twelve Chapels of 
15 to the great Church. The Number of 


F 4 Inhabi- 
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Inhabitants are ſcarce to be computed, but more 
than 20,000 Communicants have been reckoned 
up at one time. The famous Beheading En- 
gine, with which the Hallifax People had a 
right to execute Criminals convicted of ſtealing 
Cloth out of their Racks, is no longer in uſe ; : 


but the ſtone Baſis of it remains. As I never was 


in Scotland, I cannot give an exact Deſcription of 
the Maiden at Edinburgh, which was a Copy 
from this. The Malefactor, however, bowed 
down his Head, and a heavy Axe, which was 
drawn up by a Pulley and Cord, being let go, 
the Job was inſtantly done in the moſt curious 
manner: For as the Axe flid down in two 
Grooves, it could_not miſs the Mark, and the 
Weight was too great for it to fail of dividing 
the thickeſt Neck, Methinks it would be an 
Improvement of our noble Executions, if they 
were performed in this Manner rather than 
by the Hands of a bungling Fack Reich: And 
indeed the Earl of Morton, who erected the 
Scotch Maiden, was himſelf the firſt who han- 
lell'd it. 
Beverley, a Town of good Trade, was formerly 
a Sanctuary for Bankrupts, and Perſons ſuſ- 
pected of Capital Crimes. | Pontefraf? is re- 
markable for its pleaſant Situation and ſtatel 
Caſtle. Mafeſield is large, handſomely built, 
and has great Markets. At Scarborough is a 
good Port, near which a conliderable Fiſhery 
is carried on; but the medicinal Spaw here is 
the chief thing that makes the Town fre- 
quented. A part of the Cliff over the Wells, 
contain 
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containing near an Acre of Paſture Ground, 


committed almoſt ſuch another Freak about nine 
Years ago, as is recorded of Marcley Hill in 
Herefordſhire, It is divided from the Continent 
by a large Rent, and ſunk gently down for ſe- 
veral Hours, till at laſt it humbly ſettled about 
| ſeventeen Yards below the former Situation, 
cauſing the Earth and Sea behind it, towards the 
Sea, to riſe almoſt twenty Foot. The Building 
belonging to the Spaw was on the riſtng Ground ; 
but the Spring was left entirely behind. How⸗ 
ever, it has been ſince found, and the Virtue of 
it, according to ſome Phylicians, is rather en- 
creaſed than diminiſhed. ho 

I will not pretend to give my Readers a Deſcrip- 
tion of half the Curioſities in this large County, 
which has, among other things, a great Number 
of Antiquities. One of thoſe, however, I muſt 
not omit, which is the Monument of the famous 
Robin Hood, who was buried near K:rkley, about 
five Miles from Hallijfax, The Inſcription for- 
merly upon it was as follows: DG. 


Hure undernead dis laid Stean 
Lais Robert Earl Huntingtun: 
Mea Areir ver az hie ſa gend, 
An Pipl hauld im Robin Heud 
Sick Utlawz he and is Men 
V «ll England never ſe ggen. 
| Obiit 24 Kal, Decembris I Nan 


F 5 Which 
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Which in more modern Engliſb may be 
written 8 


Here, n this be Stine, 
lies Robert Earl of Huntingdon : 
As He, no Archer e er was good, 
And People call d him Robin Hood: 
Such Outlaws as his Men and He © 
Again may England never ſee. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


'T HIS is another very large County, tho? 
much inferior to its northern Neighbour 
which I have laſt deſcribed. It is bounded on 
the Eaft by the Sea and part of Norfol# ; on the 
South by the Counties of Cambridge, Nerthamp- 
ton and Rutland; and on the Weſt by Leicgſter- 
hire and Naottinghamfbive. -- A Jockey's Cap, 
with the Poke turned up, is no bad Reſemblance of 
its Figure. The chief Rivers are the Trent, 
the Vitham, the Melland and the Neen. 

The Air of Lincolnſhire, like that of Yorkſhire, 
muſt be conſidered under three Diviſions. As 
Holland lies partly under Water, and is in general 
moiſt, the Air is bad, but the Soil excellent. 
Keſteven has a better Air, and a good Soil: But 
Liindſey is the moſt healthful Part of all, and has 
great Variety of Soil and Produce, The Com- 
moditi ties of the whole, in general, are fat Cattle, 


Wool, 
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Wool, Horſes, plenty of Fiſh and Fowl, and 
great Quantities of Hemp. 

The City of Lincoln, 128 Miles Froms Lon- 
don, is at this Day a Place of great Extent, but 
has been - much larger than at preſent. The 
North Part, which is the antient City, ſtands 
upon a Hill; but the beſt modern-built Houſes 
are now there, moſt of the Lower Town bein 
but a ſtraggling and indifferent looking Place. 
Fifteen Pariſh Churches are left in Lincoln out of 

| Fifty-two that it once had, The Cathedral is a 
large Gothic Pile, but not the moſt beautiful of 
that kind : It is conſpicuous, however, at a great 
Diſtance, on account of its advantageous Situa- 

tion. The famous great Bell, called Tom cf 
Lincoln, meaſures twenty-two Feet eight Inches 
in Circumference, This City, and the Liber- 
ties round it, have in themſelves the Privileges 
of a County. 

Stamford, ſituated juſt where the three Coun- 
ties of Lincoln, Northampton and Rutland meet, 
was once a flouriſhing City, and for ſome Years 
an Univerſity, The Remains of two of the 
Colleges are {till tobe ſeen. I was told by ſome 
of the Town's People, that this Univerſity was 
famous 300 Vears before Chriſt ;: but did not 
trouble\ myſelf to know what Authority they 
had for ſuch a Tradition; it was enough for me 

to obſerve, that the Town is at preſent large, 

neat, populous, and hath ſix Pariſh Churches. 
At Crawlend, a Town built upon Piles, is a 
famous triangular Bridge, which divides the three 

Capital Surveis. In the old Monkiſh times, the 

; F 6 following 
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following Verfes, in very bad Latin, were 


made _ on the Town or the adjoining 


In Hottanpt fat CroWLanD ; z 
Ibi Vinum tale quale, 

1b: Fœnum gladiale, 

Thi Lecti lapidale, 

i viri borealt, 


I bi n vale. 


a” - 


Which 1 ventur'd thus to imitate in Egli, 
as another Specimen of my poetical Talent. 


In Hor LA xy ſtands CROWLAND, 5 
Built en dirty Low Land; 1 
Where you'll find, if you go, 

The Wine's but ſolo; 

The Blades of the Hay 

Are like Swords, one may ſay ; 

The Beds are like Stones, 

And break a Matt's Bones; 

The Men e ſturdy, 
Compliments will Mord mne; 
But bid you, God b'w'y*, 
When both hungry and dry. 


J do not pretend to be a Critick; but imagine. 
I have hit the Meaning of the laſt Line, which 
ſeems the moſt difficult, As to the reſt, my 
Tranſlation is in true Taſte, not a ſervile Copy 
of my Author, but a free Imitation, containing 
twice as d WW as ho Original, and a great 


deal 


— 
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deal more Senſe, as may be ſeen by the Words 


I have diſtinguiſhed in Ftalicꝶs. 

Boſton has a commodious Haven, a ſpacious 
Market, and a coſtly Bridge over the J/itham : 
But is chiefly remarkable for the fine large Pariſh 
Church, which ſome ſay has the higheſt Spire in 
the Kingdom. It ſerves for/a Land Mark a 
great Way out at Sea, Here are 365 Steps, 52 
Windows, and 12 Pillars, anſwering to the 
Days, Weeks, and Months in the Year. Which 
was originally built in Emulation of the other, 
either this Pariſh Church or Salisbury Cathe- 
dral, I could not get any certain Informa- 
tion from the Inhabitants. 

Among the great Number of Decoys, or 
Duckoys, in Lincolnſhire, for taking of Ducks, 
Mallards, Teals and Widgeons; I was ſhewn 
ſome that let for four or five hundred Pounds a 
Year each, „ 1 "1 

Scrivelby is the Seat of the Champion Dymeck. 
The Lord of this Manor, by antient Tenure, 
is to appear on Horſeback armed, at the Coro- 
nation of any King or Queen of England, and 
_ cauſe it to be proclaimed, * That if any Man 
« ſhall ſay our Lord the King ghas not a Right 


+ to the Crown, he is prepared with his Body 


to defend his Majeſty's Right againſt any Per- 


+ ſon whatſoever.” A good Eſtate for only this 


Service is no bad thing; for I ſhould not my- 
ſelf be afraid to perform this Ceremony, tho? in 
the Preſence of five hundredFacebites and Papi/ts, 
when I was ſure of all his Majeſty's Guards 
and Friends to ſtand by me. Beſides, I have 
heard the King always drinks to his Champion 


alter 
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after he has done, and that the Hero carries off 
the golden Cup as a Trophy. 


NORFOLK 


＋Tu H E Shape of Norfolk is pretty much like 
I a Woman's Thimble, only the Top of it, 
between Yarmouth and i intertonneſs, projects 
rather too far, and at the Bottom it could ſpare 


all the Country Weſt of Ouſe. On the North, 


and part of the Weſt and Eaſt, it is bounded by 
the Sea. Suffolk confines it on the South, and 
the reſt of the Eaſt; and on the Weſt lie Cam- 
bridgeſhire and Lincolaſbire. Principal Rivers are 
the Ouſe, the Yare, and the Z/aveney. The 
ſecond of. theſe, is famous for a Fiſh peculiar to 
itſelf, called a Ruffe or Pope. 

As the Air of Norfolk is ſharp and piercing, 
the Seaſons are backwarder than in other Coun- 
ties of the ſame Latitude; but the inland Parts 
are very healthy. In the Soil I obſerved greater 
Variety than in any other County of England, 
which makes Norfol4- conſidered as the Epitome 
of the whole Kingdom. Paſture, - Meadow, 
Arable, Woodlands, deep Clays, light fandy 
Grounds, Heaths and Fens, are all here to be 
feen: Which occaſions the Produce to be alſo 
various, conſiſting of all Sorts of Grain, Cattle, 
Sheep, Wool, Rabbits, Honey and , Saffron. 

I he "Coaft abounds with Mts 94 affords 
— 5 B likewiſe 
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likewiſe ſome Jet and Amber. The Manufac- 
tures of Worſted, Woolen Stuffs, and Silks, 
render this County very advantageous to the Na- 
tion in general, 

Norwich has undergone: various Revolutions; 
but is at preſent a large, rich and populous City, 
having a ſpacious Cathedral, thirty-two Pariſh 
Churches, ſix Bridges over the Yare, and a Wall 
near three' Miles in Circumference. About a 
hundred and twenty thouſand People are em- 
ployed here, and in the Villages nigh, in the 
Woolen and Silk Manufactures. The Tnhabi- 
tants are noted for their Induſtry, being ſcarce 
ſeen in the Streets on Working days, but 
crouding them, like the Streets of London, on 
Sundays and Holidays. Norwich is diſtant from 
Landon 109 Miles, as 
King's Lynn is almoſt as famous for Commerce 
as Norwich is for Manufactures, Its Situation, 
near the Mouth of the great River Ouſe, affords 
it an inland Navigation into no leſs than fix 
Counties, moſt of which it ſupplies with foreign 
Commodities, taking off the Superfluities of their 

own. For Coals and Wine, particularly, the 
Merchants of Lynn, as I was here informed, are 
next in Rank to thoſe of London, Briſtol, and 
Newcaftle. They have alſo a great Trade to 
Norway and the Baltick, The Town-Hall, the 
Exchange, and the Market-houſe, are Buildings' 
worthy of Notice. Tho' the Town has four 
Rivulets running through it, and the Ouſe 
waſhing it on the Weſt Side, freſh Water 
#437 | would 
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would be wanting, if it were not brought by 

2 and Pipes from the neighbouring 

arts 

The Norfolk Attornies have long been a 
ſtanding Joke, both on account of their Num- 
ber and ſharp Practice: But thoſe mercantile 
People of Lynn keep themſelves pretty much out 
of their Clutches by their Feaſt of Reconcilia- 
tion, which is held every firſt Monday in the 
Month, when the Magiſtrates and Miniſters 
hear and determine all Controverſies, I was 
highly pleaſed with the plain Simplicity and im- 
partial Judgment that appeared in this n 
Court of Judicature. 

Yarmouth ſtands on the Confluence of the 
Rivers Yare, Thirne, and Waveney, and has one 
of the fineſt Quays in the World. Next to 
Eaſton- Neſs, the Point of Land beyond it is 
the moſt eaſterly in Great Britain. Here is a 
large Trade in different Sorts of Merchandize, 
but it is for the Herring Fiſhery that Yarmouth 


is particularly famous. The dried Herrings, 


which we call Red, are made here, to the Num- 
ber ſometimes of forty Millions in a Year, I 
was at Norwich when the yearly Preſent, a Tri- 
bute of a Hundred of theſe Fiſh, baked. in Paſ- 
ties, came from Yarmouth to the Sheriffs of that 
City, who ought to deliver them to the Lord 
of the Manor of Eaſt Charlton, and he to the 
King, wherefoever his Majeſty may be. The 
Officers of the Royal Pantry would do well to 
yy themſelves — the Public, that bis Ma- 


elt; 3 
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jeſty's Palate is not defrauded of this Delicacy, 
nor his Revenue of ſo valuable an Article in the 
Expence of Houſe-keeping. | 
Thetford is a Place of great Antiquity, and 
| has been often the Seat of the County Buſineſs. 
——Farfted is now a Place of little Account; 
yet memorable for having given its Name to the 
fine Woolen Thread that is fo called, and par- 
ticularly uſed in the Manufacture of Stockings. 
At interton is faid to be the richeſt Landy 
| 2 at Walſingbam the beſt Saffron in Eng- 
land. | | 


SUFFOLK. 


& HIS County is divided on the North from 
 * Norfolk by the Rivers Waveney and Leſſer 
Ouſe; the Sea bounds it on the Eaſt; Efex, 
from which it is divided by the Stor, on the South; 
and on the Weſt Cambridgeſhire, The other 
Rivers are the Deben and the rwell, I cannot 
liken Sylt to any thing it more reſembles than 

the Hulk of a Ship. 8 | 
As the Shore of this County is clean and 
ſandy, the Air is very wholeſome, notwith- 
ſtanding the maritime Situation. In High Suf- 
folk, or the Woodlands, the rich clayey Soil fills 
the Dairies with Milk, of whichthey make Butter 
and Cheeſe. Thelatter is in no Reputation for its 
Deliciouſneſs, too much of the Cream being uſed 
in the former: Yet S»/l& Cheeſe is —_— in 
. long 
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long Voyages, wherein the moſt of it is expended a 
Towards Cambridgeſhire and Eſſex here is excel- 
lent Paſture; and in the North and North-Weſt 
the Land produces plenty of Corn. That great 
Improvement of Land, the, feeding of Cattle 
and Sheep on Turnips, was firft, ſet on Foot in 
Suffolk, where good Manufactures of both Lianen 
and Woolen are alſo kept up, 

Ipfwich, the Capital, 68 Miles from London, 
is a neat well-butlt Town, and exceeds ſeveral 
of our Cities in Extent and Number of Inhabi- 
tants. Here are twelve Pariſh Churches, a good 
Town-Hall and Council Chamber, a ſpacious 
and handſome Market-place, a Free-ſchool, and 
a noble Hoſpital for poor Children, antient Peo- 
ple in want, and mad Folks. The Trade of 
Ipfwich is ſtill conſiderable, though ſhort of what 
it has been formerly. 

But St. Edmund's Bury, 75 Miles * L. 
den, is the Place of Gaiety and Gentility, and 
therefore by ſome called the Capital of the 
County. This Town is delightfully fituated on a 
riſing Ground, in a fine Country, commanding 
very different yet equally charming Proſpects : 
For on the South and South Weſt are rich 
Encloſures, on the North and North-Weſt a 
vaſt Extent of Champain Fields, and on the 
Eaſt a Country partly encloſed and partly open. 
Moſt of the Streets are laid out ſo regularly, 
that they cut one another at Right Angles. The 
Free- School, the Shire-Houſe, the Wool-Hall, 
She Guild- Hall, and the old Abbey Gate, of 
a 
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all magnificent public Buildings. I was at Bury 

in the Fair Time, when all the Nobility and 
Gentry flocked in there from the neighbouring 
Counties, and made a kind of Carnival for ſe- 
veral Days, there being a Comedy acted every 
Evening for their Diverſion. There was a Pro- 
poſal one Evening at the Ball, for me to dance 
with a pretty Miſs of about five Years old : But 
I declined the Party, not thinking our Years quite 
ſo well matched as our Statures, 

Dunwich is the moſt antient Town in Suf- 
Folk, and was once a Biſhop's See, tranflated firſt 
to Thetford, and then to Norwich, Bun- 
gey Caſtle, the Seat of the Bigods Earls of Nor- 
folk, was formerly ſo ſtrong, that Hugh Bigod 


wrote theſe boaſting Lines upon it in the Reign 
of King Stephen. 


mere 1 in my Caſtle of Bungey, 
Lyon the River Waveney, | 
1 would not value the King of Cockney, 


It is Henry of Anjou, afterwards King Henry II. 
whom he contemptuouſly calls the King of Cockney. 

Baldwin de Petteur held the Manor of He- 
ming/ton in this County, by being obliged every 
Chriſtmas Day, in the Preſence of our Sovereign 
Lord the King, to exhibit a Saltus, a Sufflatus, 
and a Bombalus ; in plain Engliſh, to cut a Caper, 
puff with his Mouth, and let a Fart. Surely a 
Fart in Company was not then ſuch ill Manners 


as 
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as at preſent : Upon which Subject I remember 
the following Verſes of fome Eugh ifh Poet : 


In point of Manners moft are nice 
Feu, in reſpect of real Vice. | 
Manners, under what Head dye range em ? 
Caprice, Authority can change em. | 
A Fart at Court, in Claudius Time, 
(With Claudius Leave) was thought no Crime : 
And ſince with us, by Law nor FRED. 
PTis neither Felony, nor Treaſon, +» 
Why ſhould the Fair be rack d to Death, 
Or fand conuict of ſtinking Breath? 


ESSEX 


” HIS County, beine en the South by 
Thames, the Prince of Rivers, which di- 
vides it from Kent, on the Weſt by the Lea, 
confining it towards Hertfordſhire and Middle- 
ſex, and on the North by the Stour, which ſe- 
Parates it from Szffolt, hath peculiar to itſelf 
the Rivers Chelmer, Black Water and Coln, 
The North or Britiſh Sea bounds it on the Eaſt, 
from which, if we imagine a Mouth to run up 
in Malden Water, we may compare the Figure 
of this 3 to the Head of ſome monſtrous 
Sea Animal. FE | 
No 
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No County in England has a worſe Character 
on account of the Air, which is juſt, however, 
only in reſpect of the Hundreds, towards the 
Thames and the Sea, the Weſtern and Nor- 

thern Parts being as healthy as Surrey or Mid- 
| dleſex : And in the Hundreds, the Unhealthful- 
neſs is chiefly with reſpect to Strangers, many 
of the Natives living to a good Age, I did not 
indeed ſtay long among them, as knowing my 
own Conſtitution and want of Habitude : But 
I obferved the induſtrious Farmer was fully paid 
(if any thing can in that Caſe be ſaid to pay) 
for the hazard he runs, in the prodigious F ertility 
of the Lands in thoſe Low Countries. There is 
very good Land alſo among the High Lands. The 
Produce of this County is Corn, Cattle, Saf- 
fron, Fowls and Fiſh, eſpecially Oyſters. Cloth, 
Stuffs, and in particular Bays, are the chi 2 
Manuſactures, but not at preſent in ſo flouriſh; 
ing a Condition as they have been formerly, 

Colcheſter, co Miles from London, of which 
it was antiently a Colony, is the principal Town 
in Eſex, whether we regard Antiquity, or pre- 
ſent Magnitude, It held out a long Siege in the 


Civil War, the Marks of which are {ill viſible, 


When I wat there, ſome of the old Maſter- 
Weavers told me, this Town alone had, with- 
in their Memory, returned 30,000 l. weekly 
for the Stuffs there manufactured, which were 
ſold chiefly to the Spaniards, I asked them how 
much the Returns might be at this time, but could 
get no other Anſwer than * Next to nothing, Sir, 
| and 
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and a melancholy Shake of the Head. I muſt 
own, there ſeemed to be ſome Tokens of mo- 
dern Decay, and no wonder if this be conſide- 
rable, while we are at War with Spain. But 
on theſe Occaſions I always allow for magnify- 
ing the paſt, and undervaluing the preſent State 
of Things. Colchefter is ſtill very flouriſhing, 
having eight Pariſhes within the Walls, and as 
many without. It is pleaſantly ſituated on the 
Aſcent of a Hill, well watered,. and very popu- 
lous. But Ba 

Chelmsford, 28 Miles only from London, be- 
ing ſituated near the Centre of the County, and 
lying commodiouſly on the great Road, is be- 
come the chief Seat of the County Buſineſs, 
and the Reſort of the Gentry, though otherwiſe 
far inferior to Colche/ter, — Maldon, by 
means of its Situation on a commodious Haven, 
has a pretty good Trade, and is one of the oldeſt 
Towns in England. Harwich, for the ſame 
Reaſon, and being the Station of the Packet 
Boats between England and Holland, is grown 
into a confiderable Town. It is ſtrong by Na- 
ture, and might be made more ſo by Art than it 
is at preſent, Here is Conveniency for build- 
ing even Men of War, —Saffron Walden is 
famous for the Saffron there growing, and Wall- 
fleet for fine taſted little Oyſters. HR. 
Lawleſs Court, held annually on King's Hill 
at Rochford, is one of the peculiar Cuſtoms of 
Eſſex: But the Flitch of Bacon, at Dunmow 
Parva, is more worthy to be remember'd —_ 
UT 1 he 
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The Priory of Canons, formerly ſettled there; 
were obliged, by their Conſtitution; to deliver a 
Fliteh or Gammon of Bacon to any Perſon, 
from any Part of England, who kneeling upon 


ſharp Stones, would venture to repeat the fol- 
lowing Oath: e 


You ſhall fear by the PPS of our Confeſſion, ' 
That you never made any nuptial 7 oi | 
Since you were married to your Wife, ' 
By Houfhold Brawls, or contentious Strife; ; 
Or atherwiſe, in Bed or at Board, 
Offended each other in Deed or in Mord; 
Or, ſince the Pariſh Clerk ſaid Amen, 
Miſbed your ſelves unmarried agen; 
Or in a Twelvemonth and a Day, 
Repented not in Thought any Hay, 
But continued true and in Deſire, 
As when you joined Hands in holy Quire. 
If to theſe Conditions, without all Fear, 
Of your own Accord you will freely fwear, 
A Gammon of Bacon you ſhall receive. 
And bear it hence with Love and good Leave. 
For this is our Cuſtom at Dunmow well known ; 
The the Sport be ours, the r s Jour oon. 


The Records: of the Place mention no leſs 
than three matrimonial Heroes, who, in the 
<p of Five hundred Years, were bold enough 
to 
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to make the Claim, and carried off the Prize. 
Their Names were Richard Wright, Stephen 
Samuel, and Thomas Fuller. Tradition ſays, 
ſeveral others have intended to perform the ſame, 
but ſome Way or other diſqualified themſelves in 
the very Act or Preparation: Particularly one 
good Man, whoſe Wife was coming with him 
to bear her Teſtimony to the Truth of what he 
ſwore ; but unluckily, upon the Road, took it in 
her Head that ſhe knew the Way to Dunmow 
better than her Husband ; which occaſioned ſuch 
Contention betwixt them, that they both thought 
proper to return without demanding the Bacon, 


K E N T. 


(Foſſing over the Thames to Graveſend, I 
next made the Tour of Kent, which has 

that River all along for its Northern Boundary. 
The Straits of Dover and part of the Britiſp 

Sea bound it on the South Eaſt and Eaſt, Sex 

on the South, and Surrey on the Weſt. Hav- 

ing almoſt exhauſted my Stock of Similitudes, I 

| ſhall leave my Readers to find ſomething like 
this County, and the three others that remain, 
thinking it ſufficient that I have proceeded thus 
far in my new Way of Deſcription : Only let 
me ſay of theſe four Counties together, that as 
Beriiſbire, with which we began, was compared 
to a Shoe, this Corner of England may ” 1 
| en * | 
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ken'd, not unaptly, to a gouty Slipper, If any 
particular Likeneſſes are communicated to our 
Publiſher, they ſhall be inſerted in the next Edi- 
tion. The chief Rivers peculiar to Kent, are the 
Medway and the Stour. 1 5 

Kent has the uſual Inconveniences with reſpect 
to Air that is found in moſt Mari time Counties; 
but the Shore being cleaner than that of Eſex, 
theſe Inconveniences are in proportion leſs, 
The Soil is generally very good, and fit for 
either Meadow, Paſture, or the Plough, The 
Commodities are Fruits, Corn, Cattle, Fowl, 


Wood, Hops, Flax, Saintfoin, Camphire, 
Woad, and Madder for dying, g's 


Canterbury, 56 Miles from London, is a Place 
of undoubted Antiquity, and has gone through 
ſo many Revolutions, that whole Volumes have 
been written of its Hiſtory and Deſcription, It 
is the Metropolitan See of all England, and 
boaſts of St. Auſtin the Monk, the firſt Romi/h 
Chriſtian Archbiſhop among the Saxons ; tho” 
the Old Britons, the Welch, had Chriſtianity 


long before among them, The Cathedral is at 


preſent a noble Pile of old Gothic Buildings, 
and has a great Number of remarkable Tombs, 
with other Curioſities worthy a Traveller's No- 
tice, The Shrine of Thomas a Becket, one of 
the greateſt Objects of Superſtition in the Chri- 
ftian World, was immenſely rich when King 
Henry VIII. threw off his Obedience to the 
Pope, and ſeized the Treaſures of the Church. 
There is at this Day a pretty good Trade in Can- 
FR G terbury, 
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terlury, particularly in the Weaving Buſineſs, 
which has received great Advantages from the 
French Refugees, who make a conſiderable. Part 
of the Inhabitants of this City, | 
_ Rocheſter, the cond City in Kent, is diſtant 
from London only 30 Miles. It has an old 
Caſtle and Cathedral, and one of the fineſt Stone 
Bridges in, Exgland. Chatham and Stroud, which 
join to Rochefter, -make the whole Extent of 
contiguous. Buildings of a great Length. 
Maidſtone, a large, populous, neat Town, in 
the Centre of Kent, is the Seat of all the County 
Buſineſs. Five Miles beyond Tunbridge, on 
the ſouthern Edge of this County, are thoſe fa- 
mous Wells, ſo much reſorted to by our Gentry, 
with whom I ſpent there two or three agreeable 
Weeks. From Dover Cliff 1 had a Proſpect 
of Calais in France, which, I take it, was the 
only Proſpect I ſhall ever have of. a Country 
beyond the Britiſʒ Seas. The Caſtle here, by 
what I could gueſs of the military Art, might be 
made a much ſtronger Place than it is at.preſent. 
But the chief Glories of Kent in our Days, 


are the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich, and the 


Royal Yards and Magazines at Deptford, IVil- 
doch and Chatham. The firſt is a moſt magni- 
ficent Structure, built with great Elegance of 
Taſte, and adorned with curious Paintings, for 


the Reception of diſabled and antient Seamen, 


the Number of whom is daily increaſing, The 
Town in which this Hoſpital ſtands is a delight- 
ful Place, and farther famous for the Royal Pa- 

r * WIE. - 
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lace, Park and Obſervatory.— Perhaps the whole 
World cannot exhibit within the ſame Compaſs of 
Miles, three Towns that can ſhew ſuch Variety 
and Quantity of Ship-building, and Rigging of 
Ships, with Arms, Artillery, Stores, and every 
thing that belongs to the Marine, as are to be 
met with in thoſe I have mentioned. The ex- 
cellent Order in which they are all kept is not 
leſs admirable than the prodigious Quantity, the 
latter being more or leſs in time of War, as the 
Occaſion for Service may require. 25 

At Charlton in this County, between Wool 

wich and Greenwich, is kept up the ridiculous 
Cuſtom of Horn Fair, ſaid to be in memory of 
an Intrigue had by King John with a Miller's 
Wife. Gad's Hill was the Place where King 
Henry V. when Prince of Wales, uſed to rob 


on the Highway, and commit other extravagant 
N Frolicks, in Company with the merry Sir John 
Fal/iaff, and other odd Fellows deſcybed in the 
. Plays of Shakefpear, +. 
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8 . E X. 


T HIS is a long narrow v County, almoſt half 

ſurrounded by the Sea towards the South 
and Eaſt. Hampſhire bounds it on the Weſt; 
and on the North and North- Eaſt Surrey and 
Kent. The chief Rivers are the Avon, the 
Adur, the Ouſe, and the Rother. 

Towards the Sea the Air of this County is 
aguiſh, though, like the Hundreds of Eſex, 
it is more ſo in regard to Strangers than the 
Natives, I would not, however, adviſe an 
blooming young Laſs of the healthful inland 
Country, to marry into either of theſe Parts for 
the ſake of bettering her Fortune, becauſe ſhe 
certainly runs the moſt imminent hazard of her 
Life, For it is no Fable that we are told con- 
cerning the Trade carried on for Wives in the 
Hundreds, though I had forgot to mention 
it in deſcribing that County. I my ſelf faw 
there ſeveral Farmers, who had ſome their 
fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, and one his ninth Wife, 
all of whom they had fetch'd out of the Up- 
Country, being pretty ſure of a Change 
once in two or three Years. Though one tough 
Dame I met with, who had ſtuck by her. Huſ- 
band thirty Years, ſeemed inured to the Cli- 


mate, and declared her Reſolution to ſee the old 


— out. 
9 . But 
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But the higher Parts of Suſſex are very whole- 
ſome, which, notwithitanding the Badneſs of 
the Roads that lead to it, makes it choſen for 
the Seats of many of our Quality. The Soil is 
fertile both for Tillage and — * and the 


Commodities are Corn, Cattle, Malt, Wool, 


Wood, Iron, Chalk, Glaſs, Fowl and F iſh. 
Of the two latter Sorts, the Wheat-Ear, a moſt 
delicious Bird, and the Mullet, a no leſs ex- 
quiſite Fiſh, are much admired, and vety juſt- 
. chief Manufactures here are great 
Iron Ordnance, ane other Works in caſt or 
wrought Iron, and the beſt of Gunpowder. 


But · the greateſt Commerce of the County, by 


what I could obſerve, was Srauggling, which 
along this Coaſt ſeems to be particularly counte- 
nanced, to the great Scandal of thoſe whe 
100d ſuppreis it. | 

_ Chicheſter, 63 Miles from London, is an an- 
tient, City, and in its preſent State a neat com- 


- pact Place; the four principal Streets meeting at 


Right Angles in the Centre. In the Cathe- 
dral, the Spire of which is admired for the 
curious Workmanſhip, are on one Side the Pic- 
tures of all our Kings and Queens, and on the 
other of all the Biſhops of this See. There are 
five other Churches, and a ſtately Croſs in the 
Market-place, 


Lewes is pleaſantly ſituated on the Edge of 


the South Dzwns, one of the moſt elightful 


Spots in England, and contains fix Pariſhes, 


with a good Number of handſome Houſes be» 


longing to the Gentlemen and wealthy Tradeſ- 
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men. I obſerved here an Ironmonger's Shop, 
that excelled any thing of the Kind I had ever 
ſeen in all my Travels. 

From St. Ros Hill, to the North of Chi- 
cheſter, is a moſt extenſive and beautiful Proſ- 
pet over both the Sea and Land. Pevenſey 
Harbour was the Place where JVilliam the 
Congueror landed from Normandy, and Baitle- 
Abbey, where he defeated King Harold, who 
loſt his Life there. At Beachy Head have been 
loſt abundance of Ships in ſtormy Weather, 
Arundel Caſtle, Petworth, Goodwood, Halland, 
Buckhur/!, belonging to the Dukes of Norfolk, 
Somerſet, Richmond, Newcaſtle and Dorſet, are 
ſome of the many fine Seats in Saſſex. I ſhall omit 
the ſeveral Remains of Antiquity ; but muſt take 
Notice of the Fox-hunters Hall at Charlton, 
built after a Deſign of the preſent Earl of 
Burlington, as a very pretty Piece of modera 
Architecture. | : x +bg 


. 
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SURREY. 


Tu H18 33 divided from Middleſex on 

the North by the River Thames, is bounded 
on the Eaſt by Kent, on the South by Suſſex, 
and on the Weſt by Hampſhire and Berkſhire. 
Of other Rivers, behides the Thames, it has the 


5 Mey, the Mole or Moulſey , and the Fandlt, 


the Courſe of all which is chiefly Northerly. 
This I mention to correct an Error in the Geo- 
graphy of England; the Author of which Book, 
deſcribing all theſe Rivers in order, gives to each 
of them reſpectively a Southerly Courſe, Tra- 
dition makes the Mole to run under-ground from 
Darking to Leatherhead : But, upon the niceſt 
Obſervations I could make, I am of their Opi- 
nion who think one River is loſt at the firſt, and 
another riſes at the ſecond of theſe Places, though . 
both are called by the fame Name, 

Surrq is likewiſe much inhabited by the No- 
bility and Gentry on account of the Salubri- 
ouſneſs of the Air; but the Soil at the ex- 
treme Parts differs ſo much from that in 
the Middle, that it has been compared to 
a coarſe Piece of Cloth with a very fine 
Liſt, The ehief Commodities are Corn, Hops, 
| Box-wood, Wallnuts, Fullers-Earth, and a 
kind of wild Black Cherries, which makes ex- 
cellent Wine. Both Men and Cattle in the 
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inland Part of this County, are of a paler com- 


plexion than in moſt other Parts of England. 


Here is ſome little of the Woolen Manufacture 


ſtill remaining. 


Guildford, 30 Miles from London, is ſome- 


times called the County Town; and ſonietimes 
Kingſton, diſtant only twelve Miles: Bur South- 
-zwark, adjoining to London, is more properly ſo 
than either, on account of its Magnitude, eſpe- 

cially. fince the County Jail has been erected 
there. The Aſſizes, however, are ſtill divided 
between Cuilaford and King ſton, and at the 
former are choſen the Knights of the Shire. 
While I was here, two remarkable Things hap- 
pened, one to the Town, and the other to myſelf. 
The Steeple of the Upper Church ſuddenly 
fell (there being three Churches) and beat in the 
Roof, without doing any other Damage, tho? it 


was Fair-day: And the little Woman, that uſed to 


be carried about in a Box, being exhibited in the 
Fair, upon my paying her a Viſit, a malicious 
Report was ſpread of my being marry'd to her, 
which prevailed ſo far, that the Bells were next 


Morning ſet a Ringing, and I was rouſed by a 


Serenade at my Inn before I knew what was the 


Occaſion.— ] was the more ſcandalized at this 
Affair, as I found the poor Creature to be of 
very weak Underſtanding, as well as diminutive 


Size; a Circumſtance that I ſhould have thought 
- ſufficient to refute ſuch a Slander, in the mind 


of every Perſon of Senſe who had converſed wth 
1 Seetbwart, 
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| Southwark, taken in its full Extent, conti- 
nues with- very little Interruption from Yaux- 
Hall to Greenwich in Kent, a Diſtance of nine 
or ten Miles, according to the Winding of the 
River. But the Part properly ſo called is the 
Borough, over againſt London Bridge, within a 


Mile of each Side Eaſt and Weſt, and extending 


ſouthward to the End of Blackman-ſtreet. 
Within this Compaſs are ſix Pariſh Churches, 
the King's Bench Priſon, with very large Li- 
berties, the Marſpalſea, the New County Jail, 

the Hoſpitals of St. Themas and Mr, Guy, and 
the Seſſions Houſe at St. Margaret's Hill. But 
ſome of theſe I ſhall mention again in ſpeaking 
of London, of which the Borough of Southwark 
Proper is indeed a part, under the Name of | 
Bridge Ward without. 

The Hundred of Chertſey is exeniptes from | 
the Juriſdiction of the High Sheriff of Surrey, 
and ſubject to a Bailiff of its own. At Epſom 
Wells, in this County, are excellent purging 
Waters, and others at Dulꝛoich. At the latter of 
theſe Places is lately ſet up a muſical Breakfaſt En- 
tertainment for the Summer Seaſon; and at the 
Spring- Gardens, Vaux-hall, were firſt begun thoſe 
Entertainments for Summer Evenings, which 
have ſince ſo much prevailed in all the Neigh- 
bourhood round Londin. The chief Place of 
this Kind, next to Yaux-hall, in the County of 
Surrey, is Cuper's Gardens: But on the Middle- 
ſex Side we have the Rotunda in Ranelagh Gar- 
dens, by which that Place excels the Original 

G 5 in 
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in an elegant Building, as much as it falls fhort 
of it in curious Paintings, ſhady Walks, and the 
warbling Melody of the feathered Muſicians, 
joined to the Performances of the beſt Inſtru- 
ments. Fg 

At Lithe-hill, in the South of this County, 
1 was delighted with the extenſive Proſpe& over 
ſeveral Counties: But Cooper's Hill, the Subject 
of Sir John Denham's admirable Poem, charmed 
me yet more on the Writer's Account, and 
for the View it afforded me of Runney Mead, 
where the Liberties of England were confirmed 
by King John in the Magna Charta. 

At Richmond is a Royal Palace, farrounded 
by a vaſt Number of other Palaces and fine 
Houſes, belonging to the Nobility, Geatry, and 

principal Citizens of London, 
_, Dulwich Hoſpital, erected by Mr. Alleyn 
the Player, in conſequence of a pious Vow, 
ſhould not be forgotten among the modern Cu- 
rioſities of Surrey. Some of the chief Officers 
belonging to it muſt be Hileyns for ever, and all 
the nden Yarehejore, 


MIDDIE- 
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MIDDLESEX. 


Am now come to the End of my Journey 
in this little County, the Seat of the Metro- 
polis, confined between Surrey, Buckingham- 
ire, Hertfordſhire, Eſſex, and a ſmall Part of 
Kent, The Advantages it receives from the 
Thames might make it diſpenſe with the Want 
of other Rivers. It has, however, the naviga- 
ble Lea for its eaſtern Boundary towards Eſſex, 
the Coln weſtwards towards Buckinghamſhire, 
the Brent running through the Midſt of it, and 
the New River, brought by Art out of Hert- 
fordſhire to London, which it ſupplies with 
Water. 

Nobody can doubt the Healthfulneſs of Air 
in a County, wherein ſuch a City as London, 
containing a Million of Souls, is not more 
ſubject to epidemical Diſeaſes than other Places. 

Thoſe who cannot bear the Smoak of this 
City, need but juſt remove out of it on the 
Middleſex Side, and they breath as pure and 
pleaſant an Air as any where in England; to 
which the Soil, which is generally a Gravel, is 
thought to contribute much. This Soil, thro” 
the help of the rich Compoſt, exceeds all other 
in the Kingdom for Fertility both of the Pa- 
ſture and Tillage Land. The natural Mea- 
dows and labour'd Gardens, for fome Miles round 
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London, afford a rich Variety that no other 
Spot can equal. Cattle, Corn, Fruit, and Ve- 
getables of innumerable Kinds, are the chief 
Commodities; and the Manufactures are almoſt 
as many as the Ingenuity of Man has ever 
Invented, _ 5 * 
Leaving London to be laſt deſcribed, as de- 
ſerving a ſeparate Article more than the greateſt 
County, I muſt juſt obſerve that Brentford, 
10 Miles diſtant from it, is the County Town 
for Elections. It conſifts chiefly of one very 
long Street. The other Market Towns are not 
conſiderable either for Number or Magnitude, 
nor could it be expected to find them fo, juſt in 
the Neighbourhood of the grand Emporium of 
the Britiſß Empire. But the Villages, ſome of 
them more conſiderable than many Towns at 
greater Diſtance, are almoſt innumerable : And 
there are ſeveral Parifhes in this County, of 
which if all the Hamlets, Palaces, and Seats 
were brought together, they would make no 
contemptible Cities as te Size, and much leſs as 
to Beauty. — Hackney, Chelſea, and ſome others, 
might be produced as Inſtances of what is here 
aſſerted. | | „ | | | 
His Majeſty has in this County two Royal 
Palaces, beſides his uſual Town Reſidence at 
St. Fames's : Kenſington, which has been much 
reſorted to by our Monarchs, fince it was pur- 
chaſed by King William III. and Hampton- 
Court, delightfully fituated near the Thames. 
Both theſe Palaces have large and beautiful _ 
—_ h dens, 
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dens, rich Furniture, and curious Paintings, 
among Which the Cartoons of Raphael, at 
Hampten-Court, are. reckoned almoſt inefti- 
mable. 

Sion Houſe, the Reſidence of Queen Anne 
when Princeſs of Denmar#, Cannons, belong- 
ing to the Duke of Chandos, and Chiſwick, the © 
Earl of Burlington's, are diſtinzuiſned among 
the other noble Manſions. But J muſt not- 
omit, in particular, the Royal Hoſpital at Chel- 
za, a Princely Structure, deſigned for dif. 
abled and ſuperannuated Soldiers, as that at 
Greenwich is for Seamen, The Pbyſick Garden, 
in the fame Village of Chelſea, is another great 
Guriolity: | 


LONDON. 


JN alex this great Sry. the firſt 
Thought that occurs is, how much Art, 
Lenni Wealth, what a Number of People, 
Houſes, Merchandizes of every Sort, may be 
crouded together upon a Spot of Ground that is 
comparatively ſmall, Not only I, after having 
travelled over all England and IWa! es, but a 
Drake, a Dampier, or an Anſon, aſter having 
ſurrounded the whole Earth, and obſerved the 
various Men, Manners, Boildings, and Com- 
modities thereof, might fit down in London, 
and reflect upon the Whole as collected together 
"MY 


134 The Travels 17 Tom Thumb 


in Epitome. In like manner may not all the 
Genius, Learning, Art, Spirits, Courage and 
Fortitude, that have animated the great Men of 
different Ages and Nations, be treaſured up in 
a Breaſt of the ſmalleſt Dimenſions? Me- 
thinks it would be more proper to call a ſmart 
active little Man the Epitome of a Hero, or of 
the whole human Race, than to fay the greateſt 
Man living is a Microcoſm, or the Univerſe in 
Miniature, as ſome Philoſophers of Reputation 
have aſſerted. IJ know not whether a Locke 
or a Newton would have agreed with me in this 
Sentiment: But my Readers will eaſily gueſs 
why I ſhould not dy have altered my Opi- 
nion, even to follow that of thoſe great Men, 
had they now been uving to oppoſe me. But 
to proceed. ; ; 
The Length of London, including Weſiminſter 
at one Extremity, and Blackwall at the other, 
is about feven Miles, and the Breadth, in- 
cluding the Borough of Southwar#, about two 
Miles and a half. The whole Circumference, 
taking in all the'frregularities, is full eighteen 
Miles. I before inentioned a Million of People as 
the Inhabitants of this City, who have to dwell 
in above 5000 Streets, Lanes and Allies, and 
more than 150,000 Houſes ; two pompous Ca- 
-thedrals, that of St. Paul's in the Roman, and 
that of St. Peter's in the Gothic Taſte, and a- 
_bout 130 Pariſh Churches, fome of them ex- 
quiſitely beautiful, for thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion to o perform divine Worſhip i in; beſides 
above 
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above 100 public Meeting. Houſes of different 
Denominations, for - tolerated Proteſtant Dif- 
ſenters, and an unknown Number of private 
Chapels for Papi/ts, who enjoy not the Benefit 
of the Toleration, and have lately proved them- 
ſelves, by the Rebellion, lets than ever to deſerve 
it, The Danes, Swedes, Germans, and French, 
have alſo their Chapels ; and even the Fews their 
Synagogues. 

Among the chief Conveniencies of the City 
of London, the Navigation of the Thames de- 
| ſerves to be firſt mentioned. This Navigation 
within Land ſupplies her with the Produce of 
ſeveral Counties in flat-bottom Veſſels, and 
from the Sea with the Commodities of all the 
Nations upon Earth, brought in Ships of all Di- 
menſrens, which ride at Anchor like a Foreſt 
from her Bridge for ſeveral Miles downwards. 
The Wharfs, Quays, and Stairs, for the Bu- 
ſineſs of this River, are almoſt innumerable, 
Next to this we may place the Supply of Wa- 
ter, conveyed in Pipes under the: Pavement 
through all the Streets, and into every private 
- Houſe where it is required, anſwering plenti- 
fully the Purpoſes of Nouriſhment and Cleanli. 
neſs, and furniſhing a large Quantity in any 
Part of the Town, in caſe of Fire, or any 
other Emergency. Moſt of ths Water comes 
from the New River, brought by Art from 
Mare to Illington, ſome from the Thames, and 
ſome in the J/ftminſter End from other Sources. 

To this Liſt of Conveniencies I muſt add the 


great 
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great Number of Carriages both**$p Land and 
Mater, for Perſons or Goods, ſuchs a- Caches 
Chaire, Carts, Wherries and Lighters. Nor 
muſt 1 omit the Old Bridge of London, and the 
magnificent New one that is almoſt finiſhed at 
Malminſter. | | 
The greateſt Inconvenience of London is the 
Irregularity of her Streets, the Narrowneſs of 
ſome of them, and the Obſcurity thence re- 
ſulting, in which moſt of her public Edifices 
ſtand. Even St. Paul's, one of the moſt auguſt 
Pieces of Architecture that any modern Age has 
produced, is not ſeen to Advantage becauſe of 
the Croud of Buildings that ſurround it. This 
was not the Fault of the Builder, Sir Chri/topher 
Wren, who formed a Plan, after the great Fire 
of London in 1666, which, had it been followed, 
would not only have made this Church conſpi- 
cuous on all Sides, but have placed every other 
public Building in a juſt. Point of View, and 
given a Regularity to the whole City that muſt 
have been abe. beautiful. All the Streets, 
according to him, ſhould have been laid out in 
Right Lines, with the Churches in the ſeveral 
Interſections; and the Halls of the Companies 
that have them, about fifty in Number, were all 
to have fronted the Thames, with a continued” 
Quay before them, | | 
The Situation of London, properly ſo called, 
is upon a gentle Aﬀcent, on the North of the 
River Thames, and a gravelly Soil. Both es- 
minfler and Southwark lie much lower, London 
2 | is 
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is governed thy'a Lord_Mayor, a Court of 26 
Aldermien, and another of 216 Common Coun- 
cil, in ſome meaſure reſembling the King, 
Lords and Commons in Parliament. But the 
Negative Voice, which in the national Legiſla- 
ture reſts in the King only, and was for ſome 
Years enjoyed. by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen 
of Linden, has been lately aboliſhes, to pleaſe 
the Commonalty. I ſpeak now of this preſent 
Year 1746, For as I write in Landon, though 
my Travels through the Counties have been for 
ſome time over, I have the opportunity of ob- 
ſetving whatever paſſes ſo near me to the very 
oſtane of my putting Pen to Paper. 

The Lord Mayor of London, annually choſen 
by the Citizens out of the Court of Aldermen, 
is reputed, for the Time being, the greateſt 
Citizen in the Univerſe. The Show he makes 


on the 29th of O#ober, when he goes in State 
to be ſworn at Veſtminſter, every Child in the 
City knows to be very grand, and can in part 
deſcribe. But ſome Addition was made to this 
Grandeur by Mr. Parſons and Sir Rabert God- 
ſchall, who ho with ſix Horſes in the great 
State Coach, which ſeems alone too n dn K | 
a Weight for only a Pair. | 
It has been many Years ago . at, 
that ſo great an Officer had not a Manſion- 
Houſe to ſupport the Dignity of his Office in. 
But a very grand one is now erected, and al- 
moſt finiſned; the beautiful Carving in the 
Pediment over the Portico being lately unco- 
vered,, 
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vered. A Market, called Stec Market, was 
removed to make Room for this Building, and 
tranſlated to an artificial Spot of Ground, which 
a few Years before was a —— Trench of ſtink- 
ing Mud and Water, between Fleet Bridge and 
Holborn Bridge, The Channel is now arched 
over, and this Acquiſition to the City Lands 
goes by the Name of the Het Market, being 
one out of a great Number of Markets, which 
ſupply this City and Suburbs with Proviſions, 

I before took Notice, that the Borough of 
Southwark is under the Juriſdiction of the City 
of Lendon : But M eſtminſter is governed by a 
High Steward, who is commonly a Nobleman, 
a Deputy Steward, a High Bailiff, and ſeven 
Burgeſſes. The Tower Hamlets are a peculiar 
Royalty; and thoſe Out-Pariſhes of London 
which are in neither of theſe Juriſdictions, are 
teckoned only as Parts of the County of Mid- 
15 The River Thames is under the Lord 
Mayor, from the Mouth of the Medway in 
Kent, to Staines. Bridge at the weſtern Extre- 
mity of Middleſex, being an Extent ef above 
fixty Miles. Proper London is divided into 26 
Wards, which have each an Alderman, and 
Meęſiminſter into nine, under the Deputy Stew- 
ard, the High Bailiff, and the ſeven Burgeſſes. Of 
the Eccleſiaſtical and Military Government, it 
is needleſs here to give any Account. 


o 


Among the public Buildings I ſhall take Notice 
of only the moſt extraordinary, and what is moſt 
remarkable in them. Maſtmiuſter Abbey, a cu- 

rious 
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rious and antient Structure, is the uſual] Bury · 
ing- Place of our Kings, and all Perſons of the 
firſt Diſtinction, either for Quality, Services, 
or other Excellencies. Here are to be ſeen the 
fine Tombs of Princes, Miniſters of State, Ge- 
nerals, Admirals, Poets, Philoſophers, Law- 
yers, Phyſicians, Divines, Scholars; in a 
word, of Perſons of all Ranks, who either liv'd 
with Merit to deſerve and acquire public Ace- 
knowledgment, or died with. Money to pur- 
chaſe public Notice: And by what I have ſeen 
in the whole Courſe of my Travels and Obfer- 
vation, the latter of theſe Qualifications will 
procure a noble Buſt and panegyrical Epitaph, 
; almoſt as well as the former. Great Repairs 
and Additions have been lately made to this 
Church, which ſeems defigned for the Monu- 
ment of ZBrith Honour; particularly tuo 
Towers have 3 at the Weſt End, in | 
the ſame Taſte as the reſt of the Structure, if 
and there has been ſome Talk of a fine Spire in 
the Middle, | 33 $636k ö 
Near the Abbey ſtand Weſtminſter- Hall, and p 
the two Houſes of Parliament. The firſt, one i 
. of the moſt ſpacious Rooms in the World that 42 
has no Pillars, is the Seat of his Majeſty's ſe- 
veral Courts of Juſtice: In the other two the 
Lords and Commons meet for enacting of 
Laws; the Lords Houſe being likewiſe a ſu- 
preme Court of Judicature, and adorned with a 
Throne for the King, when he comes in State 
to meet his Parliament, and give his Conſent to 
the Bills that have been paſſed. „ 
: | IVe/tminſter 
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We/lmin/ler Bridge, when finiſhed, will be 
the grandeſt Thing of the Kind in all Europe. 
be Banqueting-houſe at Hhite- Hall, a 
noble Piece of Architecture, is the Work of he 
famous Inigo Jones, who built beſides the Church 
and grand Piazzas in Covent Garden, the Back 
Front of Somerſet Houſe, the Stairs at York 
Buildings, with ſeveral Houſes: in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, Great Queen fireet, and elſewhere, all 
juſtly admired before moſt other of our modern 
Buildings. 

The Treaſury i in St. — park, built in 
the Time of the late Sir Robert Walpole, who 
was ſo many Years Arch-Treaſurer of the Na- 
tion, and the Admiralty Office near it, where 
the Lords of the Admiralty fit to tranſact Buſi- 
neſs, are ſome of the chief Structures lately 
erected in that Part of the Town. At Cha- 

ring-Crofſs, a little higher, is the Black Man 
upon a Black Horſe, or the fine brazen Statue 

of King Charles I, on HForſe- back; and near it 
the Royal Stables in the Mews, projected by our 
noble modern Architect the Earl of Burlington, 
who has given another Specimen of his Taſte in 
His own Houſe and Wall in Picadilh, and in 

ſeveral Places of this City and Kingdom, 
Having mentioned Lincoln's Inn Fields, of 
late Years converted into a fine Square, perhaps 
the largeſt in Europe, I muſt not omit that we 
have ſeveral other beautiful Squares in London, 
of which Hanover, Groſvenor, and Cavendiſh, 
all built, with the Streets about them, within 
| | va 760" 2.0 hey 
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my Memory, are the moſt magnificent. The 
Name of Lincoln's Inn alſo remembers: me of 
the Inns of Court, of which that is one of the 
three chief, the other two being the Temple 
and Gray's Inn, which have ſeveral of leſſer Ac- 


count depending on them. Theſe 3 Col- 


leges, as it were, for the Study of t ommon 
Law, and the Reſidence of thoſe wlo practiſe 


it; as Doctors- Commons is for Gentlemen who 


praiſe the Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Law, and 
the Judges of the Admiralty. 

Now we are treating of the Learned e 
the Royal Society in Heeiſtreet, a curious Repo- 
ſitory of Rarities, ſhould not be forgot; nor 
the College of Phyſicians in F/arwick-lane, the 


Chapter- houſe, and Sion College for the London 


Clergy, and Greſham College in Biſbopſgate- 
Atreet, where Profeſſors are kept to read Lectures 


in ſeveral Sciences. 


The Bars round 2 new Fa Extent of 


the City Liberties without the Gates, and are 
uſually only like Turnpikes acroſs the Streets: 


But Temple-Bar, at the Weſtern Extremity,, is 


it ſelf a noble Gate, and the Place upon which 
the Heads of State Criminals are ſtuck up after 
Execution. At the time of my writing, there 
is, I think, but one remaining upon it; but 
many more are ſoon expected to bear it Com- 
pany. Newgate is the County Jail for both 
Debtors and Felons, and all other Criminals; and 
Ludgate the Priſon. for Freemen only who are in 


Debt. The Feds between theſe two, is like 


the 
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the King's Bench in Southwark, a Priſon of 
large Extent, and holds Debtors, or Perſons 


committed for Crimes againſt the Courts of Ju- 


dicature from all Parts of the Kingdom. There 


are on the London Side ſeveral other Priſons; in 
particular, the Gatehouſe at Vminſter, the 


two Compters, the two Bridewells, Places for 
Whores and Vagabonds, the New Priſon at 
Clerkemwell, and ſome others of leſs Diſtinction. 

I before mentioned St. Thomas's and Guy's 
Hoſpitals, in ſpeaking of Southwark, and ſhall 
only add here, that thoſe, as well as St, Bartho- 
lomeꝛo's in London, are founded for the Relief 
and Support of ſick and wounded Poor. An- 


other Hoſpital of the ſame Kind has, within a few 


'Years, ariſen at Hyde-Park Corner, by the 
Name of St. George's; and ſeveral Infirmaries, 
under the Names of the London, the Weſtmin- 
er, and the Jiddleſex Infirmaries, In all 
theſe not only Advice and Medicines, but 


Lodging and Diet are given gratis. Chrift- 


cburch Hoſpital is for the Maintenance and Edu- 

cation of Freemens Children, who have the Miſ- 
fortune to be left Orphans. Bethlem, a moſt 
noble Structure, is for Lunaticks. 


But the Churter-Hiuſe, for the Support of 


decayed Gentlemen, is the moſt elegant of all 
Charities. In this Place is alſo a great public 
Free- ſchool; beſides which London has the 
Schools of St. Paul and Merchant- Taylors. 
J had like to have omitted the magnificent New 
Hoſpital for expoſed and deſerted young .Chil- 


. dren, 
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dren, one Wing of which is already built and 
filled, ina fine Air at the Edge of the Town. 


Thoſe who firſt viſit London ſeldom fail of 
going up St. Paul's, where they take notice of + 


the famous whiſpering Gallery, and the Monu- 
ment, which they ſee was erected in Memory 
of the great Fire of London. 

The Royal Exchange, where Merchants of 
all Nations meet, is a magnificent Building, 


adorned with the Statues of moſt of the Kings 


of England ſince the Conqueſt, 
Guildhall, the Common-Hall of the City, is 
hung with the Pictures of ſeveral Judges, and 


ſome of our Monarchs. Here are the two fa- 


mous Giants, whoſe gigantic Hiſtory hath ſome 
Years ago been publiſhed in two Volumes. 


The South Sea and India Houſes, with the 


new Bank of England, all belonging to the 
feveral Companies which bear thoſe Names, are 
large and beautiful modern Buildings, in which 
are tranſacted the greateſt Money Affairs of the 
Kingdom. London Bridge is very antient, and 
has upon it a Street of antient Houſes, Going 

eaſtward from it on the London Side we foon 
come to the Cuſtom-houſe, where the Dut'es 
of Importation and Exportation are collectod 
for his Majeſty ; as the Inland Duties are at the 


Exciſe Office in the Od Jerry, and thoſe of the 


Poſt at the General Office in Lombard. ftreet. 

I will mention but one more public Building, 
and that is the Tower of London, a very antient 
F ortreſs, and the great * Magazine. Here 

| Noblemen, 
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| Noblemen, and other Perſons of Diſtinction, 
Aa accuſed of High Treaſon, are uſually kept Pri- 
ſoners; and upon the Hill by it, after Convic 
tion, they are commonly executed, The 
Guns on the Tower Wharf are let * all 
publie Rejoicings. Within, more Curioſities are-- 
to be ſeen than in any other Place about Londen, 
a Liſt of which you may ſoon procure if you 
propoſe to view them round. In particular, here 
are kept the Crown and Scepter of England, be- 
ſides the Royal Mint for Coinage, and the 
Armoury for 'Horle and Foot. But the 
moſt common Viſit is paid to” the Lions, who, 
tis ſaid, can inform a Woman with. Child whe- 
ther ſhe, ſhall have z Son or a Daughter: Your 
waggiſh People report that thoſe Lions waſh 
themſelves once a Year in the Tower Ditch, 
and I muff own I went to ſee them the F irſt 
of April was Twelvemonth before I ſet out on 
my Travels; but was ee at ge for my 
e ac 
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